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Top photo: Images of a cloud of witnesses (deceased Presbyterian women) sets the
tone for the PW Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering in Harrisonburg, Va.
Nancy Cook, Roxann Porter, Millicent Fauntleroy, Nan Lee, Linda Barnes and Sharon
Godard cut up with the New Hope Presbytery banner. See STORY, Page 3.

ALL CALL ISSUED FOR TWO GATHERINGS OF PWP THIS FALL
T h e wome n of S t . Paul
Presbyterian Church in Louisburg
stepped up months ago to say
t hey would host t he Fall
Gathering for Areas 1,2, and 3
on Saturday, Sept. 9.
And Dr. Catrelia
S t e e l e H u n t e r, a
onetime moderator
of PW Churchwide,
has agreed to
Hunter
keynote the event.
Besides being heavily

involved in Presbyterian Women
activities, Hunter is a former
college administrator. She was
for a time, interim president at
Livingstone College, a Methodist
institution in Salisbury, N.C.
St. Paul is celebrating its
150th anniversary, and members
thought the gathering would add
luster to the year’s many
activities.
And, at Outer Banks
Presbyterian Church, the PWC is

ready to welcome Presbyterian
women from Areas 7, 8 and 9 on
Saturday, Oct. 14.
The Area 1,2, and 3 event,
will run an hour longer than
usual to accommodate two
breakout sessions.
The day’s program will begin
at 9:30 a.m. and continue until
12:30 p.m. followed by lunch
served by the PWC of St. Paul.
See GATHERING, Page 5

In stillness may stir the serenity that can keep you going
So much demands our attention
that it is sometimes difficult to
decide where our focus should
be. I’d like to propose something
slightly radical: Let’s do nothing
for just a minute. All of us need a
little everyday serenity.

The recent New Hope
Presbytery meeting,
with its emphasis on
spiritual practices,
reminded me of
“Everyday Serenity,” a
Moderator’s book I was introduced
Message

to a couple of years ago.
Just as its subtitle says, it is a
book of meditations “for people
who do too much.” The past few
weeks have been a blur of activity
and worry for me.
See MODERATOR, Page 10
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PW Synod
Summer
Gathering
draws a
crowd to hills
of Virginia

FIRST-TIMER AWED
BY PW EVENTS

Elected leaders of the PW Synod of the Mid-Atlantic talk

N e a r l y 2 0 0 business a day before the start of the Summer Gathering at
Presbyterian Women Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center. It was the
from all over the first Synod Coordinating Team meeting for Millicent Brown
Synod of the Mid- Fauntleroy, New Hope’s moderator. From left: Janet Rakes,
historian; Sandra Gisiner, acting moderator and vice
Atlantic converged moderator, Joyce Rarumankay, secretary; Ernestine Brown,
on the Massanetta
treasurer, and Nancy Long, synod representative to the

Nancy Cook has
jumped into Presbyterian
Women with both feet.
Not content to have
attended the PWP
Spiritual Retreat for the
first time in May, Cook
scored another first when
she showed up at the PW
Synod Summer
Gathering in
Harrisonburg, Va.

Presbyterian Women Churchwide. coordinating team.

Springs Camp and Conference
Center for a long weekend in late
June.
Six of them came from the
Presbytery of New Hope: Linda
Barnes, Nancy Cook, Millicent
Brown Fauntleroy, Sharon Godard,
Nan Lee and Roxann Porter.
Others showed up in
Harrisonburg, Va., from Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, Washington,
D.C., and other presbyteries in North

PCUSA Co-Moderator Denise
Anderson is flanked by Carol Brown,
Annie Bates, Karen Rubish, and
Millicent Brown Fauntleroy. They
posed after a discussion of the book
‘WakingUp White,’ that Anderson led.

Carolina. They kept coming until the
count of attendees swelled to 181.
Keynoting the annual event was
the Rev. Denise Anderson, one of the
co-moderators of the 222nd General
Assembly of the PCUSA.
She stressed the need for all of
us to do justice and shared how she
and Co-moderator Jan Edmiston are
spreading that notion as they travel
the world.
Also adding star power were
Carol Winkler, moderator of PW
Churchwide; the Rev. Lynn Miller,
Horizons Bible study leader, and
Susan Jackson-Dowd, executive
director of Presbyterian Women
Churchwide Inc.
Several workshops were a hit, as
were the silent and live auctions that
brought new money into PWS
coffers. The Mission Offering
collection was $2,361.25. Besides
that, $195 in gift cards was donated
to the Presbyterian Children’s Home
of the Highlands.
Racial Ethnic Dialogue members
reported on Ecumenical Advocacy
Day held in the nation’s capital last
spring.
2 of 10

Nancy Cook

She is a member of
Cann Memorial
Presbyterian Church in
Elizabeth City, where she
shares PW moderator
duties with Vikki Smith.
Cook asked questions
about the workings of PW
and said she learned a lot
at the two events she
attended.
Beth Radford of Spring
Hill and her friends, Sophia
Whaley and Debbie
Boysworth (both Baptists)
also attended the retreat
for the first time. And,
Nancy Long and Cheryl
Denneny came from
Newark, Del.
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Help your church prepare for any kind of disaster
FROM ONLINE AND LOCAL PW REPORTS

Lynette Williams and Kirsten
Berlin of Trinity Presbyterian
C h u rc h i n D u r h a m l e d a
workshop at First Presbyterian,
Roc ky Mount, in June to
introduce New Hope PWP to
disaster preparedness f or
churches and to recruit women
who would themselves learn to
conduct similar presentations.
I n S e p t e m b e r 2 014
collaboration between
P re s by t e r i a n Wo m e n a n d
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance began to engage
PW in the ministry of disaster
preparedness.
Beginning in April 2015,
PDA began training selected
PWs to be PW Disaster
Preparation Trainers who will
in turn train congregations and
presbyteries to be prepared
for disasters.

PDA will
p r o v i d e
resources for
the
PW
D i s a s t e r
Preparation
Trainers and
f eature t his
collaboration
in
PDA
media. PDA
will provide
the materials
a
n
d Kirsten Berlin and Lynette Williams sport the blue stoles that
resources for mark them as Presbyterian Disaster Assistance trainers. The
the train-the- stoles bear the logos of PDA and PW.
t r a i n e r
with a certificate and a scarf.
training and f or t he PW
For more information about the
Disaster Preparation Trainers
PW Disaster Preparation Trainer
to train congregations and
Training, please contact Beth
Mid Councils. At the
Snyder at beth.Snyder@pcusa.org
conclusion of the PW Disaster
or Lyne tt e W illiams at
Preparation Trainer Training,
PDA will present each trainer
williams_la@sprynet.com.
who completes the training

PWPCT conflicted about whether
Spiritual Retreat should continue
Despite voting in May to
discontinue the annual
Presbyterian Women Spiritual
Retreat, members of the PWP
C o o r d i n a t i n g Te a m h a ve
decided to revisit
that decision at the See
t e a m ’ s A u g . 12 related
meeting.
stories,
The thought is Pages 2
that there ought to and 4.
be a retreat in the
year that PW will
celebrate its 30th anniversary.
Declining attendance,
conflicts with graduations and
Mother’s Day celebrations, the
distance to the site and a
seeming lack of enthusiasm are

among the reasons cited for
choosing to halt the retreat.
Originally established as a
training workshop for
moderators and other leaders,
the event morphed into a
weekend of spiritual renewal
and fun open to all.
About 27 women
registered this year. And, six
first-timers were on hand for
the May19-21 “Jump for Joy”
retreat in Newport, N.C.,
including two who drove from
Delaware.
If you would like to express
yourself on this issue, please
contact
your
area
representative by Aug. 9.
3 of 10

Help needed

POSITIONS: Area 5 and Area 9
representatives, newsletter editor,
communications liaison, search
moderator.
REQUIREMENTS: A Presbyterian
woman, interested in PW activities; must
love Christ and His Church and have a
willingness to serve.
ADVANTAGES: Getting to meet
other women and witnessing their works
in their church home; traveling to other
churches and seeing the beauty in each;
learning what others are doing that you
have not yet thought about; receiving
compensation for travel expenses
incurred while serving; making friends,
getting lots of hugs at meetings and
gatherings.
CONTACT: Martha Strayhorn,
search moderator,
strayhorn.martha23@gmail.com or
Millicent Brown Fauntleroy, PWP
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On the PW
calendar
What’s ahead for
Presbyterian Women and
the larger church
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August

September

October

12

9

14

PWPCT Meeting, Rocky Mount
First, 10 a.m.

Fall Gathering for Areas 1,2,3,
St. Paul Presbyterian Church,
Louisburg, NC

25
Orange Day/International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women. Wear orange on this day.

COMING NEXT YEAR

25
Orange Day/International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women. Wear orange on this day.

April 14: PW SPRING

Fall Gathering for Areas 7,8,9,
Outer Banks Presbyterian Church,
Kill Devil Hills

21
PWPCT Meeting, Rocky Mount
First, 10 a.m.

25

GATHERING, Rocky Mount
June 8-10: PWS SUMMER

Orange Day/International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women. Wear orange on this day.

GATHERING, Harrisonburg,
Va.
Aug. 2-5: PW CHURCHWIDE
GATHERING, Louisville, Ky.

Organizers Sharon Godard, Carole Koi, Roxann Porter

Myrtle Franks

Jump for Joy
Purchase PW patches
with Scholar Dollars

Embroidered patches
(2-by-4 inches) bearing
the logos of PW New
Hope
and
PW
Churchwide are
available at $5 each
from your area
representative.
Proceeds will go
toward increasing the
number and amount of
PWP scholarships.

To the two dozen or so
PW who made it to the
Spiritual Retreat in
Newport, it was no
puzzle to learn that
getting together for a
weekend was filled with
prayer, relaxation,
reflection, fellowship and
beautiful scenery.

The lodge porch, just the spot for morning devotions

Nan Lee, Brenda Brown, Mary Watson and Beth Radford
4 of 10
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Everything you need to know
about attending a PW Fall Gathering
WHAT: Area 1,2,3 Fall
Gathering

WHAT: Area 7,8,9 Fall
Gathering

WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 9

WHEN: Saturday, Oct. 14

WHERE: St. Paul
Presbyterian Church, 928 S.
Main St., Louisburg, NC 27549

WHERE: Outer Banks
Presbyterian Church, 907 S.
Croatan Highway, Kill Devil
Hills, NC 27948

TIME: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. with lunch afterward. A
registration/reception period
will begin at 9 a.m.
HOW TO REGISTER:
Complete the registration
form on Page 6 and mail it
to: St. Paul Presbyterian
Church, P.O. Box 27,
Louisburg, NC 27549,
Attention: Mary C. Clemons
DEADLINE: Sept. 1.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Dr. Catrelia V. Hunter
BREAKOUT SESSIONS:
“Let’s Put a Stop to It,”
awareness and education
about human trafficking.
“What We Do for
Others,”a look at the PW
call to missions.
MISSION PROJECT:
Please contact Sharon Godard,
252-792-4503,
godard5890@embarqmail.com
LUNCH COST: $8

GATHERING, FROM Page 1

Together in Service Coordinator
Sharon Godard will lead a workshop
about mission projects.
A second breakout session will
f eature women from t he Human
Trafficking Roundtable.
They will explain how HTR is working to
increase awareness and education about
the scourge of trafficking in all its forms.
Corrie Cadwallader and Miriam

TIME: 10 a.m. to noon.
A registration/reception
period will begin at 9:30 a.m.

Dorsey are co-conveners of t he

HOW TO REGISTER:
Complete the registration
form on Page 7 and mail it
to: Brenda Brown, 102
Bradford Lane, Manteo, NC
27954 by Oct. 7.

F r a n c e s Tu r n e r, M i l l i c e n t B r o w n

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
TBD
BREAKOUT SESSIONS:
“Get Ready”: A
presentation on disaster
preparedness for churches.
“Cloud of Witnesses”:
An overview of the 2017-18
Horizons Bible study.
MISSION PROJECT:
Please contact Sharon
Godard, 252-792-4503,
godard5890@embarqmail.com
LUNCH: Outer Banks
will recommend area
restaurants.

roundtable. Other members are: Moffett
Churn, Joye Willcox, Rebecca Gillespie,
Fauntleroy, Diane Knauf, Amy Simes,
Mary Hall, and Gail Smith.
Women from Areas 7,8,9 will make
their way to Kill Devil Hills in October.
Two breakout sessions will be offered at
Outer Banks, one on disaster
preparedness for churches. The church is
in a prime hurricane corridor, after all.
A second session will give an overview
of the new Horizon Bible study, “A Cloud
of Witnesses.” Participants are asked to
bring a photo of a relative or a church
member who has been part of her
personal “cloud.”
The mission focus for all fall gatherings
this year will has not yet been set. Talk to
Together in Ser vice Communicator
Sharon Godard for details in the weeks

Won’t you host a PW gathering?
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of New Hope are ALWAYS in need of a place to
meet, whether for a Coordinating Team session, a Fall Gathering or the annual Spring
Gathering. If your church PWC is willing to host or would like to know more about what
that entails, please contact PWP Moderator Millicent Brown Fauntleroy at
pwmoderator@bellsouth.net or 919.848.4687 or flag her down at one of the gatherings.
Page 5 of 10

THE PROMPTER, AUGUST 1, 2017

6

Areas 1,2,3

PW Fall Gathering
Register now for the best gathering yet! Send the registration form and a check for lunch to:

St. Paul Presbyterian Church
Post Office Box 27
Louisburg, NC 27549
Attention: Mrs. Mary C. Clemons

PW Fall Gathering Registration Form
Attendee

Church

TOTAL
Page 6 of 10

AREA

LUNCH
Y/N

Amt. enclosed
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Presbyterian Women of New Hope Coordinating Team for 2017-2018
Moderator
Millicent Brown Fauntleroy
pwmoderator@bellsouth.net
919.848.4687

Area 1 Representative
Joan Brown
brownj@durhamtech.edu
919-479-1717

Vice Moderator
Carole Koi
jandckoi@gmail.com
252-637-6653

Area 2 Representative

Area 7 Representative
Brenda Brown
brendabrown42@embarqmail.
com
252-473-4761

Marsha B. Harris
mdharris@ncol.net
252-432-0732

Area 8 Representative
Martha Strayhorn
strayhorn.martha23@gmail.com

Secretary/Historian
Delores Johnson
johnsonda0401@rocketmail.com
919-339-9045

Area 3 Representative
Regina Fleming Wade
rflemingwade@gmail.com
919-662-7528

Treasurer

Area 4 Representative
Amelia Godwin
amelia41@earthlink.net
919-894-5448

Acting Area 9
Representative
Sharon Godard
godard5890@embarqmail.com
252-792-4503

Linda Barnes
tattersail@yahoo.com
919-284-5448
Search Moderator
Martha Strayhorn
strayhorn.martha23@gmail.com
252-527-1017

Justice and Peace
Communicator
Frances Turner
fran0747@yahoo.com
984-200-2003

Area 5 Representative
VACANT
Area 6 Representative
Janice Smith
jbs6grands@embarqmail.com
252-442-2044

Together in Service
Coordinator
Sharon Godard
godard5890@embarqmail.com
252-792-4503
Acting Resources
Coordinator
Sharon Godard
godard5890@embarqmail.com
252-792-4503
Spiritual Enrichment
Leader
Roxann Porter
roxannpor@embarqmail.com
Acting Editor,
The Prompter
Millicent Brown Fauntleroy
pwmoderator@bellsouth.net

Scholarship
Karen McCauley
krnmc3@bellsouth.net
919-418-3568

Onetime moderator
joins CPM

Nominations
brochure available

Brenda Brown of Outer
Banks Presbyterian Church has
been selected to finish the
unexpired term
o f t h e Rev.
Esther Ascolatse
on New Hope’s
Committee on
Preparation for
Ministry.
Brown,
a
onetime PW
Brown
S y n o d
moderator, is Area 7
Representative for PWPCT. She
has held many other PWP
positions over the years.
New Hope approved
Brown’s appointment at its July
25 presbyter y meeting.
Ascolatse's term ends in 2019.
CPM guides and supports
those who are called to serve as
teaching elders. Most of its
members are themselves
teaching elders.

The Nominations and
Representation Committee for
New Hope Presbyter y has
released a brochure detailing its
work and soliciting nominations
for ruling and teaching elders
who wish to ser ve on a
presbyter y committee. The
brochure may be downloaded
from the New Hope Presbytery
we b s i t e . P W P C T m e m b e r s
Janice Smith and Millicent
Brown Fauntleroy are also
members of the nominations
committee.

PWPCT to hold
stay-at-home meeting

The PWPCT will test drive
another way of doing business
when it holds its Januar y
meeting online. Team members
will conference online, using the
Zoom app that several other
New Hope entities have tried.
Page 7 of 10

Honorary life memberships
An Honorary Life Membership in
Presbyterian Women, Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), is conferred upon
an individual in
recognition of
faithful service in
some area of
church work.
Moderators, leaders, teachers,
officers, pastors and missionaries
have been among the recipients of
this honor.
The Churchwide Coordinating
Team has approved a new 10K Gold
Honorary Life Membership pin
($250). The popular silver pin will
remain available for $95.
The church group conferring this
honor should send an Honorary Life
Membership form with a check
(payable to Treasurer of Presbyterian
Women) to the PWP treasurer, Linda
Barnes, 6442 NC 581 Highway
North, Kenly, NC. 27542 or
tattersail@yahoo.com.
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Presbytery associate leaving
for new ministry in Missouri

LOCATING PW RESOURCES
On PW’s website: www,presbyterianwomen.org
On Horizons’ website: www.pcusa.org/horizons(Blog access to!!)

The Rev. A. Vanessa Hawkins, who had
been scheduled to speak at one of the PW Fall
Gatherings, will instead find herself in The Presbytery
of Giddings Lovejoy in September.
Hawkins, who has been New Hope’s associate
for spiritual nurture for nearly a year, will fulfill her
one-year contract and then move to St. Louis. There,
she will assume similar duties as an associate.

On YouTube: www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen
On Facebook: www.facebook.com
search for “Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA)”
search for “Horizons”
On Twitter: www.twitter.com
sign up, then search for PWPCUSA, and “follow”
On Pinterest: www,pinterest.com
sign up, then search for Presbyterian Women

PCUSA leaders foster
antiracism, antipoverty campaign

From the PC(USA)’s online store: www.pcusa.org/store

CONDENSED FROM PRESBYTERIAN NEWS SERVICE

Because the beloved community is what God
intends for us, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is
engaging in an ongoing campaign to share a wealth
of antiracism resources with the greater church. As
part of the Facing Racism campaign, books, studies,
training sessions and other events are posted to assist
in equipping your congregation in its work against
racism.
In July, the church offered resources at the
recently concluded Big Tent conference in St. Louis.
With the theme “Race, Reconciliation and
Reformation,” Big Tent emphasized the hope of the
gospel and its power to transform society in our
current cultural context marked by anxiety, racial
division, political animosity and economic inequality.
A large portion of those attending a Big Tent plenary
indicated they had at least readWaking Up White by
Debby Irving, a book about white privilege commended
to the church by General Assembly Co-Moderators Jan
Edmiston and T. Denise Anderson.
Edmiston and Anderson have decided to take
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s anti-racism
efforts a step farther: to the intersection of poverty
and racism.
“We need to pay attention to how racism
makes its way into entire systems,” said Anderson.
She identified systemic racism as “skin color
symbolism plus favoritism plus power.” She added
“Racism is systemic because it intersects with so
many other aspects of life.”
To help Presbyterians explore this intersection
between racism and poverty, Anderson and
Edmiston have commended another book for
churchwide study: Always With Us? What Jesus

Really Said About the Poor by the Rev. Liz
Theoharis.
Theoharis, who was raised Presbyterian, said that
for her “the call to anti-poverty work is a religious one.”
Her determination to write Always With Us grew out of
the constantly misinterpreted Matthew 26:11: “the poor
you will always have with you.”
The choices, Theoharis insisted, “are not to either die
or rely on primarily church-based charity programs. A
quarter million people die every year from poverty-related
causes in the U.S. and too many Christians justify that
theologically.”
Anderson and Edmiston’s commitment to help the
PC(USA) engage in more anti-poverty work was buttressed
by the 222nd General Assembly (2016) which approved
an overture from Cascades Presbytery calling on the
denomination to “recommit ourselves at all levels to locate
ourselves with the poor, to advocate for the poor and to
seek opportunities to take risks for and with the poor.”

Church in Oxford to mark
its 200th anniversary
Oxford Presbyterian Church in Oxford will be
celebrating its 200th anniversary in 2018. The church has
begun scheduling events quarterly. The first is in January,
and the last will be on Sept. 16, . with a reunion of all
who have an interest in the church past, present or future.
Anyone who would like to celebrate with Oxford on that
day is invited to attend. The day will mark the day 200
years ago of the establishment of the church. Look for
more details as the new year approaches.
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Areas 7,8,9

PW Fall Gathering
Register now for the best gathering yet! Send the registration form below to:

Brenda Brown, Moderator
102 Bradford Lane
Manteo, NC 27954

PW Fall Gathering Registration Form
Attendee

Church

TOTAL
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Area

E-mail
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Presbyterian Women Purpose:

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves
•
•
•
•

to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace,
and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom.

MODERATOR, from Page 1

the
prompter

But, after ignoring God for a while, I
found Him again during centering
prayer at the presbytery meeting.
What he said was this. Sit down.
Shut up. Be still. Know that I am God.
(I know. I know. But I’m hardheaded.
Sometimes shouting is required.)
Even if it’s Presbyterian Women
business you are worried about. Even
if the death angel has visited. Even if
everyone you know is celebrating a

birthday and you need to
acknowledge that.
Amid all of that, I am reminded
that out of chaos and confusion
comes the fire of creativity and
comfort. Sometimes we just need to
seek our stillpoints, those interior
silences that open to the Divine.
Quiet the noise. Find God in that
place beyond thoughts and feelings.
Call it prayer or meditation or deep
serenity.
Try it, and see if it works for you.

PWP is on Facebook;
join us there

Keep up with PW activities
by “liking” our Presbyterian
Wo m e n o f N e w H o p e
Presbytery page on
Facebook. We envision it as a
central repository for news,
events and activities of interest
to Presbyterian Women.
See the box on Page 8 for
how to access PW resources
at the churchwide level.

Who are we?

Presbyterian Women
(PW) is an independent
organization within the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) of more than
300,000 women. The
programming and resource
options for the organization
offer a variety of ways for
women to live out their faith
in an inclusive, caring
community. PW groups can
choose to support the PW
Purpose in any way, so PW
groups may look very
different from one synod to
the next . . . or even one
circle to the next within the
same congregation!

THE PROMPTER
MILLICENT BROWN FAUNTLEROY,
ACTING EDITOR
2816 PATRIE PLACE
RALEIGH, NC 27613

TO:

TAKEN FROM
THE PW WEBSITE
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