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Annette Alexander (73)  

North Raleigh Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 
Annette has been a Presbyterian her whole 

life having been born into the church. She 

has been an elder since 1988. 

 

In a former church she organized a Gospel 

Choir and spearheaded an annual Gospel 

Concert and Dinner which brought together 

choirs from at least five different churches to 

provide a night of good food, fellowship 

and "roof raising" Gospel music. All 

proceeds from the concert went to help fund the church's scholarship program for youth. Annette was the 

principal fund raiser for that program and provided leadership for many years. During this time the 

scholarship program grew from modest beginnings to providing annual awards of $1000 per 

student for eight students. She received recognition from the Staten Island Council of Churches for her 

faithful service there. 

 

Upon relocating to North Carolina Annette became a very active elder at  North Raleigh 

Presbyterian Church, involved in: 

 • Outreach--helping at the Food Bank and cooking and serving for the Helen Wright 

 Center (a homeless women's shelter in Raleigh) 

 • Fellowship--cooking for various events and participating in Soul Sisters (our single 

 women's group) 

 • Congregational Care-- participating in Nifty Sixties Plus (our older adult group), and 

 recruiting greeters and welcomers for Sundays. 

 

Annette also attends a weekly adult Sunday school class, and a monthly adult Bible study class, 

often with her granddaughters.  

 

An inspiration to young and old, Annette is a widow, the mother of four children and the 

grandmother of seven. She is a retired investigator for John Hancock, where she earned numerous 

awards for outstanding service. She has also worked with her daughter as a regional director 

overseeing the work of 200 consultants for Ethnic Expressions, a company that sold and 

distributed original works of art by talented young minority artists. In this work she helped not 

only her former church but also numerous non-profit organizations to raise funds by donating 

pieces of art for auction. 

 

Annette is an inspiration to everyone, both old and young, in living faithfully and fully, bearing 

witness to Christ working in her. North Raleigh Presbyterian Church is pleased and proud to 

nominate Annette Alexander for our 2016 Outstanding Older Adult. 
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Arnethia (68) and Gerney (67) 

Anderson 

Timothy Darling Presbyterian 

Church 

Oxford, NC 

In the early 80’s this young 

couple joined Timothy Darling 

PCUSA and hit the ground 

running for the Lord by 

participating in every aspect of 

the body of Christ. 

 

This school sweetheart couple 

was evangelized through their 

children and friends. Over the years until the current time Ruling Elder Arnethia and 

Deacon Gerney have contributed by supporting the choir, ushers, Session, Deacon board, 

youth and many other activities, 

 

Arnethia is one of the longest serving ruling elders and developer of the church mission 

statement and action while Gerney has served many years on the building and grounds 

committee and was solely responsible for church maintenance. 

 

Their children are a blended family of five. Paris a son and daughter Yolanda were reared 

by the Timothy Darling “village” in youth activities. The saxophone renderings of hymns 

have been heard many times at church services by Paris. Their joy is granddaughter 

Brianna. 

 

Recovering from a debilitating illness Arnethia has returned to church services with her 

sweetheart Gerney and bible study, her favorite activity. Many community neighbors and 

friends will testify to Gerney’s almost on-call service to help them in their time of need 

with his truck and repair skills. 

 

Arnethia retired from the Murdoch Center and Gerney from the CA Dillon School. 
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Julia Bissette (77) 

Morton Memorial  

Presbyterian Church 

 Rocky Mount, NC 
Morton Memorial Church is honored to nominate 

Julia Bissette as the recipient of the 2016 

Outstanding Older Adult Award. John 13:35… 

Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another. Julia demonstrates love in 

all areas of her life. 

 

Julia was married to Chester Bissette, the love of 

her life, for 51 years .They have one son, Brent, 

and one granddaughter, Abby, along with a special 

grandfriend, Sam Henry. Chester and Julia 

represented a beautiful picture of marriage. While 

Chester battled cancer, Julia was by his side, 

lovingly caring for him every day. Julia’s strong 

faith in God carried her through this tough 

journey. 

 

Julia was a loving daughter and wife. She is also a sweet sister, devoted mother, and a special grandmother. Julia 

enjoys spending time with her family. She is a fantastic cook and likes to prepare meals for others. Julia usually 

helps set up the food tables for church meals, and then works tirelessly in the kitchen cleaning up. 

 

Julia often welcomes friends and family into her beautiful home. She is a gracious host. She sets a gorgeous table 

and there will always be flowers. One of Julia’s greatest joys is working in her yard. She often brings flowers to 

spruce up the sanctuary bouquets. Julia also prunes and waters the other inside church plants. If Julia sees a need, 

she acts on it, without being asked. 

 

Julia is a loving friend. She enjoys fellowship and likes to travel. She appreciates God’s creation. Julia exercises at 

the senior center with friends, and her energy is contagious. Julia never just walks anywhere, she bustles about. 

 

Julia is always willing to help and serve others. She is the current PW moderator and the Sunday school secretary 

and treasurer. She is a strong, organized leader. Julia has been a faithful member of Morton Church for most of her 

life. She also takes her faith outside the church walls. Julia delivers meals on wheels, visits the sick, sends cards to 

encourage, and is a powerful prayer warrior. Morton Church is getting ready for their centennial celebration. Julia 

is serving on the planning committee. The church has been richly blessed with members like Julia, who bless others 

with their resources, time, and talents. 

 

Julia is an avid reader. She enjoys sharing her books with others. Her favorite book is the Bible. Chester was an 

inspiring Bible teacher, and her son, Brent, is a minister. Julia also studies the Bible. She wants to develop a deeper 

relationship with God, so she can share her faith in word and deed. She wants others to know Jesus Christ as their 

Savior. 

 

Julia volunteers in the church nursery, Sunday school, and Bible school. The needs of children are dear to her heart. 

Julia and Chester served as house parents at Thornwell Home for Children for many years. Julia listened, 

encouraged, tutored, hugged cares away, and so much more. She has such compassion and love for the needs of 

children everywhere. Julia’s love of God and love for others go hand in hand. Her life is a walk of love and faith 

with God.   
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Shirley Slaughter Booker (77) 

First Presbyterian Church 

Smithfield, NC 

Shirley Slaughter Booker joined First 

Presbyterian Church on May 12, 1968. She and 

her husband John reared their four children in the 

church. She has participated in most areas of 

church life over the years. When her children 

were young, Shirley served as a Sunday school 

teacher in grades four through six and frequently 

kept the nursery. She also began her very long 

tenure, which still continues, of preparing food 

for fellowship meals. She served on the Christian 

Education Committee for five years. Shirley has 

served both as Moderator and Co-Moderator of 

Presbyterian Women and has been the chair of 

her circle as well as the chair and co-chair of the 

Bereavement Committee. She has twice been 

elected deacon. And she has been a co-chair of 

the Special Meals Committee.  

 

In 1996 the Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian Church presented Shirley an 

Honorary Life Membership. 

 

Besides being a first-class cook, Shirley is also a first-class gardener, and her floral 

arrangements have been the centerpieces of many events in the life of our church. 

 

During our recent building campaign, Shirley served on the Transition Team Kitchen 

Furnishing Committee. She continues to keep an eye on the kitchen, and she volunteers 

several times a year to give it a thorough cleaning. 

 

Shirley Booker is also active in the community. She is a member of the Smithfield Garden 

Club and, in conjunction with the Smithfield Appearance Commission, has planted many 

areas in the Town of Smithfield. She has also served as a member of the Town of 

Smithfield Preservation Committee and as a member of the Auditorium Board of Johnston 

Community College. Shirley is also a gifted artist. She works with the Frank Creech 

Gallery at JCC and has helped with many art shows there. 

 

Shirley and her husband John have four children, John, II, Beth, Sara and Brent, and ten 

grandchildren. 
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Susan Rose Lowe Bryant (85) 

Davie Street Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 

Susan Lowe Bryant, a staunch and 

dedicated Presbyterian, has spent most of 

her adult life working, worshipping, and 

serving the Lord at Davie Street 

Presbyterian Church, USA, Raleigh, NC. 

Noted outstandingly for her financial skills, 

Susan is known for her famous saying 

“Everything green will grow.” Since the 

late 1950’s she has served as a trustee 

(1991) and as treasurer since 1994. She 

serves in this capacity with humbleness and 

precision, accounting for each and every 

dollar and penny. Her negotiations and 

communication with financial institutions 

assures that the church receives its highest 

investments and returns. 

 

In addition to her financial wisdom, she 

fondly shows and does caring acts of kindness to everyone. She still finds time to serve 

faithfully with Presbyterian Women, Circle 3, the Finance Committee, and the church 

Anniversary Committee on which she serves yearly. Most recently she has become a 

member of the Capital Campaign Committee; again assuring that everyone participates 

and is kept up to date because “green” contributions do grow. 

Susan outreaches to the community through her affiliation with Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority, the Moles, and other organizations. 

 

Susan’s family includes two daughters, Crystal B. Crews (Toynbee) and Joy; two 

grandchildren, Toynbee and Tayia Crews. She survives her late husband, Christopher 

Bryant. 
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Gracie B. Bunn (89)  

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Middlesex, NC 
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church would like 

to nominate Gracie Bailey Bunn for the 

2016 Outstanding Older Adult Award.  

Gracie is the oldest living member of our 

church.  She recently celebrated her 89th 

birthday.  She was born on April 8, 1927, 

approximately a mile from the church.  She 

is a lifelong member of Oak Grove and is 

still very active in the church. 

 

Gracie started attending Oak Grove as a 

very young child.  She loves to tell stories of her childhood and how her family had to walk to church every 

Sunday.  She recalls the tent revivals during that time.  Her favorite memory included the Pastors joining 

Sunday lunch with different families every Sunday and she loved Sunday afternoon visits with family.  Gracie 

married John D Bunn at Oak Grove Church in 1949 in a double ceremony with friends, Dickie and Erdeen 

Eatmon.  They were married by Reverend Denver Blevins who was pastor of Oak Grove at that time. 

 

Gracie is committed to her church and has worked diligently through the years at Oak Grove.  She has taught 

Sunday School, worked with the youth, served in all capacities of the Women’s Group, directed the church 

Christmas programs( for many, many year), has been a lifelong choir member, served as an elder, worked on 

Vacation Bible School committees, and is always there at church to give a helping hand at our annual BBQ 

supper fundraiser.  At times, Gracie has recruited neighborhood children (who had no home church) to attend 

our Bible School.  She would pick up all the children, sometimes making two loads in her car to make sure 

they attended.  Gracie still helps with our BBQ supper by greeting all who come to eat and even waiting on 

tables.  She also still attends every Christmas program practice and choir practice to make sure it is done right!  

At all special events, Gracie will be the first face you see at Oak Grove handing out bulletins and showing you 

where to sit. 

 

Gracie invites everyone she meets to come to church especially new people who have moved into the 

neighborhood.  She loves to see our church filled on Sunday mornings. She hardly ever misses a Sunday and 

only then because of sickness which is not very often; and if “you” are not at church on Sunday, you can 

expect a call from Gracie. 

 

Gracie loves God and is very loyal to Oak Grove Church.  Every time the doors to the church are open, you 

will see Gracie sitting in the first seat, second row to the right of the church. That seat is rarely vacant.   She is 

the type of Christian that would give you her last dime or the shirt off her back to help others.  She is still 

active in her community with the neighborhood watch group, bible study, and enjoying family and friends.  

 

Gracie’s passion is Oak Grove Church and she wants to make sure it continues to grow for the next 

generation! 

 

Gracie has two children, Phil (Earline) Bunn and Gail (Randy) Lee; five grandchildren, John (Tina) Bunn, 

April (Nate) Mason, Brittney (Aaron) McMillian, Stormi (Lyle) Moore, and Tristan (Jessica) Lee; Four great-

grandchildren and one due in July, Parker Bunn, Summer Bunn, Tripp Moore, Ryleigh Moore and Baby Lee 

(due in July) 
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Mabel Ester Humphries Cleveland (92)  

Roxboro Presbyterian Church  

Roxboro, NC 
On behalf of Roxboro Presbyterian Church, Roxboro, NC, 

our nominee for The PNH’s 2016 Outstanding Older Adult 

Award is Mrs. Mabel Ester Humphries Cleveland.  Mabel 

was born on March 11, 1924 and just recently celebrated her 

92nd birthday. Mabel continues to live a very FULL and 

active life. She was married to Robert D. Cleveland for 

almost 61 years (upon his death in March 2005).  During 

their 60 plus years of marriage, Mabel has 3 amazing adult 

daughters: Dale, Fran and Tracy; 4 granddaughters: Beth, 

Vanessa, Emily, Monica; and 9 great grandchildren!  Mabel 

has been a longtime member of Roxboro Presbyterian 

Church, formerly known as Mebane Memorial Presbyterian 

Church.  Mabel was ordained as a Ruling Elder on Dec. 18, 

1988.  She served as a Session member from 1989-1991 and 

again from 1997-1999.  She is a longtime member of RPC’s 

Friendship Circle and the Fellowship Hall Sunday School 

Class.   

 

Mabel’s life bears witness to Christ working in her by: 

- Her faithfulness to the Church! She served tirelessly on the Pastor Search Committee.  She read countless 

resumes and went on many interviews to various locations, some requiring overnight travel. 

- Her dedication to her friends and neighbors who are in need of food, comfort, a shoulder, transportation.   

- Her responsiveness whenever food or others needs is expressed by the church.  Anytime the doors of 

Roxboro Presbyterian Church are open, Mabel is there! 

Role model to her generation and other generations as to how to live fully: 

- Rarely complains; Keeps pushing through. 

- Maintains her own home and still works in her yard whenever weather permits. 

- Still cooks to share with neighbors, friends and church family members in need. 

- Always takes food or other items when there is a death in a family. 

- Exercises by walking whenever she can. 

- Cancer Survivor since 2000! 

- Believes in turning the other cheek.  Always ready to lend a helping hand. 

- Keeps her mind challenged and active by playing bridge and watching Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune 

everyday possible. 

Contributions in the life of the church or community since turning 60 and now 92! 

- Served on the Pastor Search Committee.  Continues to be a circle member, Sunday school member and 

participates as a Greeter/Usher during worship service; Helps with church’s Annual Hanging of the 

Greens. 

- Previously “wrapped bandages” for injured in disasters; helped make “Linus blankets” given to elderly or 

sick church members. 

- Assists the local Masonic Lodge with annual fish fry – usually collects money. 

- Received a Lifetime Member & Recognition Award from Person Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, 2015. 

In closing, one page does not fully describe the “outstanding woman of God” that Mabel Cleveland is.  

However, we at RPC and our community are so blessed that she is among us!  Thank you for your time and 

consideration! 
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Vernette Albritton Dean (76) 

First Presbyterian Church 

Greenville, NC 
Vernette Albritton Dean, born in 1940, has been an active member in the 

Presbyterian denomination before and since PC (USA) reunion.  She is a dedicated 

member of First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, North Carolina, where she has 

lived in 1962-1974 and from 1982 until the present. She grew up in the Lizzie 

community of Greene County, NC. Her life has always been one of following the 

precept of doing things “decently and in order” as stated in the Presbyterian 

Church US Book of Church Order.  This is seen in her work with the church and 

community through lots of prayer, reflection and due diligence. 

 

Vernette has been active in many areas of the Presbyterian church including: 

Session, Personnel,  

Administration, office staff, New Hope Presbytery, Presbyterian Women, and 

Covenant Sunday School class. Vernette has touched all ages in her caring 

ministry by being active in circle, and treasurer of PW’s Coordinating Team, 

assisting with Vacation Bible School, participating in Sunday school as student, 

teacher, and superintendent.  She uses her cooking skills for various occasions 

including the community homeless shelter, bereavement meals, youth group, 

Campus Ministry, May Fest, Neighbor-to-Neighbor luncheons, and House Church.  

She has been an Elder sponsor for confirmands at FPC.  In the community she has helped older adults with income taxes, has served 

as Treasurer and Board member of Pitt County’s non-profit organization, “Women for Women” and past president of Greenville’s 

Junior Woman’s Club. 

 

Vernette served three separate terms as a Ruling Elder, ordained in 1992, Clerk of Session in 1999-2000, clerk substitute as needed, 

and Co-Moderator of Administration 2013-2015.  As one of few women on Session in 1992 she developed a program to match 

Session members’ gifts with positions.  She is knowledgeable about every function at FPC and knows how to get the answer to any 

question one might ask. 

 

In her work with Presbyterian Women she was Moderator in 2003-2004.  She has also served as treasurer, secretary and historian, 

circle leader.  She received Honorary Life Membership from PW in 2004.  With her gift of perseverance she organized Life Members’ 

memorials by researching 11 years of history for FPC’s PW. 

 

In New Hope Presbytery, Vernette was a member, as well as Moderator of the Personnel Committee twice beginning in the late 

1990’s.  She served on the Council as a voting member for a total of 3 years and on the Interim Search Committee for the current 

Executive Presbyter the Rev. Ted Churn. 

 

Vernette has been invaluable in FPC Greenville’s church office. She created a manual for office references for volunteers in order to 

assist the running of the office should staff be away. She herself carried the whole financial load for two years when a staff member 

was out sick. She co-authored the first Personnel Policies and Handbook for FPC. She assisted in writing all the position descriptions 

for church staff and others involved in the work of the church.  She is a faithful office volunteer when needed.   

 

Vernette’s professional career has been with the Internal Revenue Service beginning as a Group Clerk.  She was one of the first 

women in NC hired as a para-professional by the IRS in the 60’s.  She was able to move up the ladder more quickly than in the private 

sector, going from clerk to management and revenue officer in the government while working in Birmingham District Office. She 

became a Branch Chief in the 1970’s and retired in 1995.   

 

First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, is grateful for the spiritual work that Vernette freely gives to God using her organizational 

talents and love for Jesus Christ.  It is with great pleasure that our church chooses Vernette Dean as our 2016 New Hope Presbytery 

Outstanding Older Adult. 

 

Vernette has two sons, Wade (Yuri) and Trannis (Laurie); two grandchildren, Kai and Jessica; and one sister Mary (Denis) Endres. 
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Judy Dempsey (77) 

Outer Banks Presbyterian Church  

Kill Devil Hills, NC 

Judy and her late husband, Jack, retired to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina in 1994 

and soon joined the Outer Banks 

Presbyterian Church. They became very 

involved with the life of the church.  

 

Judy has served the Church in many 

capacities since joining. A few are; 

 Served as an Stephen Minister 

 Sings in the choir 

 Serves as Secretary of Presbyterian 

Women 

 Organized and conducted two 

fundraisers with Presbyterian 

Women 

 Caller on the Telephone Tree 

 Visits and calls church members who are home bound and sick 

 Has contributed to many projects at the church 

 Volunteered at the Gray House and Special Olympics 

 Has attended the retreat with Presbyterian Women 

 Volunteered in the maintenance of the Bible Garden. One helper calls her “The 

General” because she has certain ways she wants things done 

  

Judy loves her church and the Lord, doing whatever she can for each of her loves. 

Judy has three children. 
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Thomas G. (94) and Ann Fountain (94) Dill 

First Presbyterian Church 

Rocky Mount, NC 
Thomas G. and Ann Fountain Dill, both ages 94, have been 

faithful members of First Presbyterian Church of Rocky 

Mount as a married couple since 1949.  Ann actually is a 

child of the church and has been a member here longer than 

any other person!  She was confirmed as a member 82 

years ago!   While Tom was raised as a Methodist in New 

Bern, he became a Presbyterian upon marrying Ann in 

1944.  For a short while, their membership moved to First 

Presbyterian Church of Greenville, NC, where Tom was 

ordained as a Deacon in 1948, but their membership was 

reinstated here at First Presbyterian, Rocky Mount in 1949.    

  

The Dills have four children, Ann Dill Hamrick, Harriet 

Dill Thorpe, Susan Dill Lee and Thomas G. (Tommy) Dill, 

Jr. They also have six grandchildren and eight great-

grandchildren! 

  

Tom and Ann have been active participants of numerous 

fellowship programs, including Wednesday Night 

Fellowship, Lunch Bunch, and In-Betweens. In their 

sixties, they spearheaded the effort to have an elevator placed in the church education building and it is 

named in honor of their daughter, Susan Dill Lee. 

  

Tom has served First Presbyterian Church as a deacon, a trustee, and an elder. Additionally, he served on 

various church committees and even at the presbytery level. He could even be found teaching Sunday 

school. As his daughter, Harriet, describes, “if the church door was open, he was here.” Tom practiced 

law into his late eighties and still fondly enjoys his “Old Lawyers Club” that meets regularly for lunch, as 

well as his continued service with the Kiwanis Club. 

  

Ann taught school after graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill, and then stayed home to raise their four 

children. She was active in the community, serving on the local school board, and also chaired the 

church’s Religious Education Committee, now the Christian Education Committee. In 1999, Ann was 

honored as the Presbyterian Women Birthday Cake recipient. In addition to all of this, in 1972 Ann was 

elected as the first female deacon of First Presbyterian Church! 

  

The congregation of First Presbyterian Church is immensely proud of Tom and Ann Dill, and are grateful 

for their faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through their words, their deeds, and their 

friendships. 
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Jonas (Frankie) Edwards, 

Jr. (71) 

Falkland Presbyterian 

Church 

Falkland, NC 

Jonas "Frankie" Edwards, Jr 

has been a member of the 

Falkland Presbyterian 

Church since March 20, 

1959. During this time, 

Frankie has grown up, 

married, and raised his family in the same faith. He has served God by contributing his 

talents in various ways in the life of our Church, as well as the community. 

 

Frankie has served as an elder with his ordination in 1982, as well as a PNC member. He 

chaired Building and Grounds committee for many years. He is talented singer in the 

choir, and a member of Heaven Bound singing group. He helps out in cooking for 

fellowship dinners and mission fundraisers whenever he is asked.  

 

As B & G Chair, he crafted some beautiful bookcases in our pastors’ office, and mailboxes 

for the Church committee chair members and staff. He oversaw major renovations of our 

bathroom facilities, heating/air system and extra storage space, which was a long extensive 

project that certainly must have pushed the limits of his dedication. This project turned out 

beautifully; the ones that remember the old bathrooms certainly appreciate him since they 

rarely stand in line anymore! 

 

Frankie is also a master griller! He volunteers to cook barbecued chicken or whatever is 

asked on the outside with the grill. He and the fellow men of the congregation cook 

chicken that is tender on the inside and crispy on the outside. 

 

Frankie has a sensational bass voice. He uses this talent in the Church choir. He also leads 

and sings for the gospel group, Heaven Bound. The singing quartet spreads the good news 

of Jesus to the surrounding community, as well as within our Church. 

 

Frankie and his wife of 46 years have 2 grown children and 4 grandchildren; three of 

which currently attend Falkland Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Frankie, as the young ones call 

him, has a positive disposition and is always willing to fulfill a need of the youth whenever 

asked to do so. We acknowledge Frankie Edwards as a humble and willing servant of God 

as our Outstanding Older Adult nominee for 2016. 
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Serita Weaver Eisenbies (76) 

West Raleigh Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 
Serita Eisenbies has been a member at West Raleigh 

Presbyterian Church for 48 years. She and husband John 

raised their three sons; Chris, Mark, and Stephen here. 

The whole family continued to grow in their faith and 

valued the spiritual nurture and support of the church 

family Serita has used her gifts and talents throughout the 

years. 

 

A constant theme has been her commitment to older adults.  

She shows loving concern for issues that the older 

community must face.  Serita uses these skills by having 

relationships with older adults in our congregation.  She 

visits, stays connected with, listens, and provides resources 

that will enable them to make informed decisions.  She is a 

steadfast friend, and discusses with them challenges, 

problems, and end-of-life issues. Serita serves as a conduit 

to the rest of the church family when there is need for 

prayer and concern. She has used her Stephen Ministry 

listening skills to relate to individuals. 

 

Serita has used her organizational and financial talents in many ways.  With West Raleigh’s Children's 

Center and Halifax Day Care Center (missions of the church) she kept financial records and was involved 

with the children and staff.  She moved forward to develop West Raleigh’s memorial fund procedures. 

Serita tracked memorial gifts and responses to family who gave in memory and honor of a loved one. She 

has also worked with Wheels for Hope providing administrative duties. 

 

Serita has served as a Sunday school teacher, deacon and elder. She also served on a Pastor Nominating 

Committee. 

 

Serita sees a need and fills it.  Many years ago our church didn’t numbered rooms. 

She traveled up and down four floors and numbered each room.  The church still uses her system today. 

 

Presbyterian Women celebrate what Serita has done. She served for 22 years as PW treasurer, redesigned 

the PW handbook, and served as circle chair. 

 

A young woman, known to our  church as homeless, had several children, and was in need of 

community service. Serita spearheaded and organized support for her. As a result of this help, 

this young woman is turning her life around. 

 

Serita Eisenbies has enriched the lives of older adults and children. West Raleigh is more 

organized and caring because of the way she lives her life. Her sense of humor has added to her 

interaction with all of us. She epitomizes Jesus’ commandments to use talents to celebrate Him, 

His church, and the lives of people she touches. 
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George (83) and Maxine (82) Fisher 

 First Presbyterian Church 

Kinston, NC 

George and Maxine Fisher became 

members of First Presbyterian Church 

by letter of transfer from Rome, 

Georgia in 1971.  They brought with 

them two sons and two daughters. In 

their forty-five years in Kinston, their 

dedication to service has left an 

indelible mark on both First 

Presbyterian Church and the 

community. 

 

Together the Fishers have been depended upon to volunteer and help organize any task 

that needed attention.  Both have served as deacons, elders, Sunday school teachers, lay 

readers, and Bible school volunteers.  Both have been active in community outreach, 

visiting the sick and shut-ins serving 15 years in the Guardian Ad Litem for neglected and 

abused children in the courts of North Carolina.  They chaired the Lenoir County JCPC 

(Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention of Lenoir County).  They worked as a team for Meals-

on-Wheels for many years.  

 

George’s service has included chairing both Outreach and Finance Committees and 

representing First Presbyterian Church at the County Association of Congregations. He 

twice served on mission teams to Haiti.  At the presbytery level, he served on the 

committee to fill ministerial vacancies and on the executive board of Camp Albemarle, 

where he was also a counselor.  He also chaired the Kinston Area Effort (KARE) 

following Hurricane Fran in 1996. 

 

Maxine served on Christian education committees at both local church and presbytery 

levels.  She was a delegate to the General Assembly in 1964.  She has served on the Pastor 

Nominating Committee and as Moderator of Presbyterian Women with an Honorary Life 

Membership presented in 1990.  Maxine served as a volunteer with Interchurch Outreach 

(ICOR) and with Friends of Kinston-Lenoir County Public Library for many years. 

 

We thank God for George and Maxine Fisher. Their dedication to church and community 

has been an inspiration to their family, the church, and the community. 
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Leona Weisner Goss (85)  

Triangle Presbyterian Church 

Durham, NC 
The session of Triangle Presbyterian Church is proud to 

nominate Leona Weisner Goss to receive The 

Presbytery of New Hope Outstanding Older Adult 

award for 2016. 

 

Leona has a smile that is infectious and if you spend 

any amount of time with her, you will soon be smiling 

too!  She loves the Lord and her life bears witness to 

Christ working through her in so many ways.  

 

Leona has always called Durham, North Carolina home.  

She married Nick, her high school sweetheart, on April 

13, 1951.  Of the brief time they spent in California 

when Nick was drafted Leona says “that doesn’t really 

count”.  They returned home to Durham and began 

faithfully attending Fuller Memorial Presbyterian 

Church in downtown Durham.  As time went on the 

couple was blessed with three beautiful daughters; 

Debbie, Karen and Nikki.   While living on the south side of Durham, raising three girls and working for 

Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company, Leona and Nick started attending a bible study near their home.  

Stepping out in faith, this new group of friends looked to answer the need for a Presbyterian church “on 

the south side”. 

 

The 31 charter members of Triangle Presbyterian church began worshiping in 1967 in the lobby of 

Lowe’s Grove Elementary school.  Back in those days the only paid staff member was the pastor and 

Leona remembers each family taking turns doing everything from setup to cleanup; setting up chairs for 

Sunday worship, supplying and arranging flowers,  teaching Sunday school, keeping babies in the nursery 

and even cleaning the bathrooms after service.  The congregation acted like a big family with everyone 

contributing, many hands making light work. 

 

Eventually the church moved into a permanent building and over the years the congregation has grown to 

over 540 members with three full time pastors and a support staff of six.  Quite a difference from those 

early years, but through it all Leona has helped maintain the original feeling of family within the 

congregation.  She enjoys meeting new people and encourages others by saying hi to people she doesn’t 

know yet. 

 

Throughout the years Leona has participated in Women’s Circles, Bible studies, taught Sunday school 

kept nursery, and helped establish a vibrant meal ministry.  She has shopped and cooked for many, 

congregational meals, and continues to be an active member of this committee.  She especially enjoys 

getting to know the people she works alongside in the kitchen. 

 

Leona and Nick were married for 57 years before Nick went home to be with the Lord.  Along with her 

three daughters, Leona enjoys spending time with her 4 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.  Her 

faithfulness, loyalty, and humility make Leona an inspiration to all of us.   
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Walter Hilliard Greene, Jr. (87) 

First Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 
First Presbyterian Church (Raleigh, NC) is proud to 

celebrate Walter "Hilliard" Greene, 87, as he receives the 

2016 Outstanding Older Adult Award.   

 

Hilliard was born in Zebulon, NC.  After high school, he 

averaged 28 points per game playing center on the 

Chowan College basketball team, where he also played 

baseball and football.  From Chowan, he was recruited to 

UNC - Chapel Hill to play basketball for Coach Frank 

McGuire.  While at UNC, Hilliard was also the high 

jumper on the track team, and amazed classmates with his 

ability to jump his height (6 feet, 6 inches!).  After school, 

Hilliard put his artistic abilities to work in the print 

industry.  He is married to his beloved, Sarah "Panky" 

Greene.  Together, they have three sons, Mark, David, and 

John, whom Hilliard describes as his "greatest 

achievements of all", and seven grandchildren. 

 

Hilliard is a beloved pillar of our church family.  During his time as an FPC member, he has served as 

both deacon and elder, and as the chair of the stewardship committee.  He has lent his robust singing 

voice to the Chancel Choir for over 58 years, which is one of his favorite ways to worship God.  He was 

in charge of decorating the church for Christmas for over a decade.  And every Sunday morning, Hilliard 

can be found greeting people in our Gathering Space.  His wife, Panky, rightly notes that Hilliard is best 

known for his sincere, loving interest in others.  He has a special heart for babies and young children, and 

for putting smiles on those who need a little cheering up.  No one gives better hugs than Hilliard Greene! 

 

If it is true that we are made in the image of a creative God, one would have to look no further than 

Hilliard for proof.  He is a gardener, a painter (oils and acrylics), a designer, and a woodworker. Hilliard 

has repaired or built over 20 pieces for FPC, from the Vanguard lectern and stairs, to a custom music 

stand, nativity set, flower vases, screens, and book displays.  A few years ago, when a young man in our 

congregation tragically passed away, his mother showed Hilliard a gripping cross that had brought her 

comfort.  Using this cross as a model, Hilliard has now hand-carved nearly 300 cedar gripping crosses, 

which he has dedicated in memory of her son.  Several of these crosses are carved out of wood from a 

cedar tree Hilliard grew in his front yard from a seedling. Pastors and church members now deliver these 

crosses to members and loved ones going through difficult seasons or hospital stays.  Through this project 

in particular, Hilliard has not only exhibited the love of Christ in his life, but he has enabled those around 

him to reach out in like manner, delivering a symbol of God's deep love for them.  He has helped us all to 

make the love of God tangible through this project, and in so doing, has inspired those around him to be 

more creative and generous in serving God! 

 

We at FPC thank God for the witness of Hilliard Greene in our midst -a humble, generous, gentle, good-

natured, joyful, talented servant of the Lord!  Congratulations, Hilliard! Your church family loves you! 
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JoAnne Holland Grimes (77) 

Plainview Presbyterian Church  

Angier, NC 

The Session of Plainview Presbyterian Church at 

2712 Plainview Church Road, Angier, NC  27501 

recognizes Elder JoAnne Holland Grimes as our 2016 

Outstanding Older Adult nominee. JoAnne accepted 

Jesus Christ as her savior and joined Plainview on 

July 2, 1954 and has been active for most of her 

young years as well as adult years. 

 

JoAnne has been and is very active in the Women of 

the Church activities and has served as an officer for 

many of those years. She has taught Sunday school 

classes and is always ready and willing to help with 

youth activities in the church. 

 

JoAnne has been responsible for preparing the 

bulletin for worship services for many years. She is a 

member of the church choir and is responsible for 

providing pianist in the absence of our choir director. 

 

JoAnne was elected by our congregation to serve as an elder and was installed on 

September 11, 1994. The responsibility she has taken with sincerity and serves in the 

capacity at the present time. 

 

JoAnne is an inspiration and loving community member standing ready to help those in 

need in the church and her community. 

 

JoAnne is employed by Bryan Lee Funeral Home in Angier and gives comfort to many 

people in that profession. We at Plainview are blessed to have JoAnne Holland Grimes in 

our congregation as a friend and fellow sister in Christ. 

 

JoAnne is married to Donald Grimes, Sr. and they have two children Melynda Grimes and 

Donald Grimes, Jr. (deceased) and two grandchildren, Noah and Sydney. 
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Elizabeth (Betty) Forrest Hamlin (66) 

Little River Presbyterian Church 

Hurdle Mills, NC 

Wow!  What a blessing Elizabeth “Betty” 

Hamlin is to the Little River church and 

community!  Quiet-spoken, kind-

hearted, and meticulous in her work for 

God 

  

Betty is known to come to the church 

throughout the week to do things that most 

people don’t even know she does.   She is 

always willing to jump right in and help, 

whatever the need.  Planning things with 

Betty is easy…anything goes…she makes 

things work out beautifully and positively.   

Betty is an Elder and co-chaired the year-long celebration our church’s 250
th
 Anniversary 

activities; co-edited the 250
th
 Commemorative Booklet and co-edited our new church 

directory.  

  

Betty Hamlin is a self-starter and a go-getter, being attentive to neglected areas in our 

community.   As Chairperson of the Missions Committee, a sub-committee of the 

Presbyterian Women’s Group, she coordinates the Ronald McDonald Ministry where the 

PW women take food to residents of the Ronald McDonald House.  Betty is also on the 

Missions/Benevolence Committee, helping with the church’s “Feed the Hungry Mission”; 

She Coordinates the Wounded Warrior Luncheon hosted by the Presbyterian Men/Women 

at the Caldwell Community Building; Volunteers in the Orange Congregations in Mission 

(OCIM) Thrift Shop; Co-Chairs the Bereavement Committee which supplies and serves 

food when funerals are held at our church; and many more areas of service in the church. 

  

Betty has been instrumental in the beautification of the church grounds.    Betty heads up 

the Garden Group which has designed and developed a Prayer Garden and a Community 

Vegetable Garden.  Now in its third season, the garden is a place to grow fresh produce for 

sharing and is a place of respite to offer a prayer.  The food is shared with all God’s 

people.   It is our desire that it provides a sense of comfort, hope and love as we spread the 

good news of Jesus in the form of food and prayer. Betty helps lead Vacation Bible School 

and she adds to our music program by playing the organ on occasion and playing in the 

hand bell choir.  She is a retired Orange High School (Orange County) teacher.   Betty and 

her husband Tommy have two sons, Jeffrey and Stephen. 
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Douglas (71) and Sharon (66) Hammond 

Berea Presbyterian Church 

Four Oaks, NC 

Doug and Sharon Hammond could each be 

honored as outstanding older adults, but 

their partnership is so strong, it is more 

fitting to honor them as a couple.  

 

The Hammonds put faith into action. When 

Berea started a monthly collection of food 

and money for the Smithfield Area 

Ministries food bank, they volunteered to 

take the food to Smithfield each month. 

They use money collected to buy groceries 

to contribute; when the store learned why 

they were buying so much, they even 

offered a discount. 

 

Both Hammonds serve on Berea’s unicameral session. Doug is also the superintendent of 

the church Sunday school, and Sharon regularly teaches the adult church school class.  

 

At the church’s Christmas dinner, Doug and Sharon supervise the “dirty Santa” gift 

exchange in the same clothes they wore to church, bright red, Mr. & Mrs. Santa suits. 

 

The Hammonds don’t do everything together. She is moderator of Berea’s Presbyterian 

Women, as head of the Jean Coats Women’s Circle. Doug served on the Berea Pastor 

Nominating Committee. 

 

The Hammonds weren’t raised Presbyterian, but they have found a home at Berea 

Presbyterian, the little country church where they were married in 2001.   

 

The Hammonds have six children and 11 grandchildren. 

 



21 

 

Carl Dubois Hodges (94) 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

 Durham, NC 
The Session of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), Durham, North 

Carolina is pleased to nominate Mr. 

Carl Dubois Hodges for the 2016 

Outstanding Older Adult Award. 

 

Carl was born in Hope Mills, North 

Carolina to remarkable parents, Jim 

and Mattie Hodges, who had 17 

children. He moved to Durham with 

his wife, Christine Vivian Hose (who 

passed in 1977) and sons, Carl, Jr. and Terry in 1959 and joined Covenant that year. Carl has 

been a member of Covenant for over fifty-seven years. During those years, Carl has been a 

stalwart supporter of Covenant’s ministries as he zealously contributed to the life and mission of 

Covenant even during the time when there was not a full-time Pastor. As an Elder, Carl was a 

leader who exemplified wisdom and used this leadership style to govern compassionately for 

Covenant’s congregation. He used his talent of wit and he demonstrated a natural aptitude for 

presenting information to the members in a fun and informative manner.  

 

Throughout his years at Covenant, Carl has been active as he shared his spiritual gifts when he 

served on the Session, Deacon Board, Trustee Board, Men’s Council, and even as a member of 

Covenant’s Presbyterian Women which was extraordinary. PW could not resist Carl’s ability to 

infuse himself into the discussion and meetings of this group, and they acknowledged and loved 

him for being a part of them. When Covenant began its planning to build a new church structure, 

Carl was a vital member of the Building Committee. In this capacity, he used his professional 

experience, as an Agricultural Educator who traveled the state, to share ideas and work together 

with the committee members. 

 

Carol has extended his Christian discipleship to others outside of the church. One of his greatest 

professional gifts was to serve as an Agricultural Extension Agent. He studied at NC A&T 

College in Greensboro and graduated in 1954 with a B.S. degree in Agricultural Education. After 

graduating, he worked in Martin, Northampton and Durham counties. He is known in the Durham 

community as a passionate person who has lifted up others around him and they view him as a 

role model. This was clearly a spiritual affirmation. Carl retired from Durham County in 1988 as 

the first African-American Extension Director in North Carolina and the second to hold such a 

position in the nation. 

 

Carl is definitely unique. His hobbies include: talking, talking and more talking. He would rather 

be doing anything in the world except preparing his own meals. What he is loved for is his never 

ending sense of humor and his devotion to helping others. That is his gift of Christian outreach as 

he seeks to serve those around him.  
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Lila Hopkins (86) 

Fuquay Varina Presbyterian Church 

Fuquay Varina, NC 
When we think of Lila Hopkins, we see a 

woman of deep faith who loves her Lord and 

serves Him through living a life that 

preaches the good news through her actions. 

From birth her life revolves around the 

church in many different settings. She was 

born in New Mexico as a daughter of a 

Baptist preacher. His call took him to several 

locations within the state. Upon graduating 

high school, she went to college at Hardin-

Simons University in Abilene, TX, and met 

her husband, Richard. Their marriage set off 

a new adventure in her life as a wife of a 

Baptist minister. We cannot really talk about 

Lila apart from Richard nor Richard apart 

from Lila. The two are a wonderful example 

of love and support for each other. 

While Richard served in several churches in California, Lila followed her first passion as a teacher. 

What brought them to North Carolina was a change in Richard’s sense of call. He came to Winston 

Salem, NC, for a one year hospital chaplain internship at the Baptist Hospital. After it was over he 

became the chaplain to McCain hospital which later served the NC prison system. Lila opened their 

home to others through her deep witness of hospitality. Her warmth provided a wonderful space of 

love and support for Richard to continue to serve his call. During this season she began her second 

passion of writing. She wrote 2 children’s books called Eating Crow and Talking Turkey, which both 

won the North Carolina Juvenile Literature Award. 

Upon Richard’s retirement as a hospital chaplain, they built a home and moved to the mountains of 

NC. Lila’s writing took a wonderful twist. God opened her heart to expand and tell the story of the 

mountain people of North Carolina through a series of novels. In her heart she believed God was 

asking her to use her fiction stories to “tell of the Christian faith without preaching.” In reading her 

books, her mission was accomplished. She also developed a new talent as an artist and painter in the 

mountains.  

As someone who found her home in the mountains, Lila didn’t want to move, but God called them to 

Fuquay-Varina to the retirement community at Windsor Point. She joined Fuquay-Varina 

Presbyterian Church and began her next chapter in her faith journey. She is a natural connector and 

people are drawn to her listening ears and careful, quiet wisdom. Her teaching continues as she 

coordinates and leads Bible Studies and Memoir Writing Classes. She is a leader in FVPC’s 

development of ‘live streaming’ opportunity with people at Windsor Point who cannot get to a local 

congregation. She continues her passion for writing. Her latest book, A Touch of Splendor, is 

receiving great reviews. 

The Hopkins has four children, seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Lila is a great 

example for our church family. We are pleased to recommend her to you for the award. 
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Patsy and Heywood Houtz 

Cann Memorial  

Presbyterian Church 

Elizabeth City, NC 
From the chancel where the choir sits, 

you can see most of the stained glass 

windows of Cann Memorial. 

Throughout the day, as the sun rises and 

sets, the shadows from the windows 

dance colors of reds, yellows, blues and 

greens through the sanctuary. As faithful 

choir members of Cann Memorial, Patsy 

and Heywood have the great fortune of 

watching those stained glass windows 

throughout the years. Born and raised in 

Elizabeth City, coming back to 

Elizabeth City to raise their own children, Patsy and Heywood Houtz have seen both our community and our 

church ebb and flow. Patsy and Heywood continue to be involved in the church and in the community, as long 

as it doesn’t interfere with good weather for golf or tennis! 

 

Heywood cannot remember a time when he was not part of Cann Memorial. Some early memories are of the 

church on Main Street being built, the installation of the stained glass windows, and the building of the 

educational wing. And like any good small church member, Heywood has served on most committees. 

Ordained as both a Deacon and a Ruling Elder, Heywood loved serving on the committees that focused on the 

practical side: Buildings and Grounds, Stewardship, Treasurer. For Heywood, Cann is a place where he has 

always felt a sense of belonging.    

 

Patsy, although born and raised a Baptist, joined the Presbyterian Church after marrying Heywood in 1957. 

Her gifts and passion for music and people translated to Patsy teaching Sunday school, assisting with Vacation 

Bible School, teaching music and playing the piano in church as well as singing in the choir. When women 

became allowed to serve as Ruling Elders, Patsy said yes to that call, 3 times. Patsy focused on nurturing the 

church’s spiritual life.   

 

Cann Memorial has been a place to call home for Patsy and Heywood, a place to find community and 

connection and a place to serve. They have seen the bright shiny days of the church as well as dark and stormy 

times. For both Patsy and Heywood, they recognize the church has been a place of great joys as well as great 

sorrows, but both feel if they didn’t have this church in their lives, something would be amiss.  

 

In the past, both Heywood and Patsy were involved in many community endeavors including the Rotary, the 

Jaycees, the Junior Women’s Club, and various commissions and committees for Elizabeth City. They have 

actively supported the local community theater (acting, directing, singing, accompanying), and our local 

annual historic Ghost Walk. You still see Patsy and Heywood supporting the church through various means, 

serving on search committees, holding the title of receiving treasurer, providing fresh greens for Advent in the 

Sanctuary, and yes, still faithfully singing in the choir each Sunday morning, just so they can continue to 

watch the reflections of the stain glass windows dance in the light. This year, the session of Cann Memorial is 

proud to honor Patsy and Heywood Houtz for the service that they have provided for our church and our 

community. Well done good and faithful servants!  

 

Patsy and Heywood have two daughters, Kathy and Jenny. 
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John R. (Bob) Howell (78) 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 

Oxford, NC 
Bob, a native of Greenville, NC was raised in a loving 

home with his sisters, Nancy and Patsy. He was 

guided spiritually at home and during his youth and 

later years he attended the Immanuel Baptist Church 

Sunday School and church services. 

 

Youth sports played an important and developmental 

part in his youth where he participated on highly 

successful teams competing against city teams 

throughout eastern North Carolina. Skills learned at 

this time were carried over at Greenville High School 

where he was a four sport standout. Bob's high school 

career culminated with his selection and playing in the 

N. C. High School East West All Star Basketball 

Game in Greensboro, N. C.  

 

Bob attended East Carolina College (now ECU) and 

a career in education followed. As teacher/coach 

and school administrator, he served young people in three school systems throughout his 

career. The Oxford Jaycees recognized him in 1970 as the systems outstanding young educator. 

He continued serving his community as a longtime member of the Kiwanis Club of Oxford 

and served as its president in 1977. Upon his retirement, he continued to influence the 

education of young people by working part time at Vance Granville Community College as an 

instructor training substitute teachers for schools in the area. 

 

Oxford Presbyterian Church became part of Bob's life in 2002 when he attended services with 

wife, June. He had accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior at the Oxford Baptist Church and 

soon moved his membership to OPC in 2003. He has since served his church faithfully as an 

active member of the Men's Group, serving on various committees and as an Elder. Since 

2012, Bob has directed the usher program by scheduling and directing all related activities. He 

currently also serves on the Worship and Personal Committees. 

 

Aside from his administrative work at the Church, Bob joyously has supported many 

initiatives in reaching out to others, engaging in meaningful worship, being a good steward and 

nurturing others through prayers and visitation. 

 

Bob and his wife June have two children, Dr. Suellen McCawley and Nancy Wilkinson; 

three step-children, Gina Dixon, Jill Talley and Marshall Blair; five grandchildren, Alex, 

Matthew & Emily Wilkinson and Abigail & Max McCawley; and four Step-grandchildren, 

Phillip &Blair Dixon, Trey Talley and Bryce Blair. 
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Louise Huffman (85) 

First Presbyterian Church 

Goldsboro, NC 

Louis Huffman is always “willing” to be 

used by Christ. She attends Sunday school 

and Worship regularly, many times 

returning from out of town to be at FPC on 

Sunday. She serves almost daily in the 

areas of Chancel Guild, arranging and 

delivering sanctuary flowers and in all 

Presbyterian Women activities. She 

received the Honorary Life Member 

Award from PW in 2002. Volunteering her 

services for all events such as funerals, 

Lenten Luncheons, covered dish meals 

and Sunday coffee, Louise is busy 

preparing, serving, and cleaning up. 

 

Louise regularly and cheerfully visits the 

elderly and those in the hospital and 

nursing homes. She is the ideal 

neighbor, wife, mother and grandmother. 

 

Louise is a role model for other generations. All young women admire her and value 

her friendship. She shares plants from her garden, is interested in their families and 

makes working in the church kitchen side by side lots of fun! Louise is always 

supportive to the person in charge of an event. She brings neighborhood children to 

our VBS and serves as a volunteer. 

 

For many years Louise has devoted an entire week to the annual Mission Yard Sale at 

FPC. She works tirelessly and instructs others of the process. Her family members 

even come from out of town to be a part of the event. Much of the success of the 

monies raised for missions is due to her hard work. 

 

Louise is sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and has the willingness 

to be used by God. She responds positively and with love. We are fortunate to 

have Louise Huffman, a true Christian woman, at First Presbyterian Church in 

Goldsboro, NC. 
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Deane (68) and Sandy (68) Irving 

Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 
Sandy and Deane have been a continual and faithful presence at 

Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church for over 40 years.  

Sandy and Deane have taught the children and youth, 

chaperoned youth trips and participated in mission trips.  They 

have served on the Session and Deane has served as a Deacon 

and Stephen Minister, as well as church treasurer.  Sandy has 

served on committees of the Presbytery, including the Hunger 

and the Peacemaking Committees.  In addition, she has also 

represented the Presbytery at the General Assembly and on the 

North Carolina Council of Churches.  Sandy and Deane offer 

hospitality at their home, housing missionaries, people who are 

in transition between homes, and others who need a place to 

stay while in Raleigh for one reason or another. 

 

Since retiring, Sandy has started a social justice forum at Western Boulevard where people have a 

chance to reflect on how our personal choices affect others and commit to making lifestyle changes 

that allow other people to live less oppressed lives.  Deane started driving homebound men to the 

Wednesday morning breakfasts at Raleigh First Presbyterian Church, picking up people to bring them 

to church, and taking people to doctor appointments and physical therapy.  Sandy and Deane also 

minister to people by fixing and delivering meals to people who are sick or who have lost a loved 

one.  Sandy works in the kitchen, cooking and serving food to family members after funerals while 

Deane often serves as an usher at the funeral.  Deane has reached out to members of the church who 

have needed help finding work, buying a car, or looking for housing.  Sandy serves as a volunteer 

staff member with the North Carolina Council of Churches, working in the area of health care reform.  

She and Deane participate in the Moral Monday movement and Sandy was among one of the 900 or 

so folks who was arrested at the legislature.   

 

Sandy and Deane are an inspiration to most people who know them.  They encourage and teach 

others by their example through the choices they make as to how to invest their time and their money.  

They choose to purchase food and products that are made locally to support the local economy and 

local businesses.  They choose to buy used clothes or clothes that are union made to avoid supporting 

oppressive work practices.  They choose to purchase fair trade products, such as coffee, sugar, 

chocolate, and almonds.  They advocate and work for policies that ensure people receive a living 

wage for their work and inform whoever will listen of the issues.  They stand on picket lines with 

farmworkers and fast food workers and invite others to join them.  They boycott businesses and 

products where the profits are used to oppress Palestinians, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and 

transsexuals, or to suppress the ability of poor people to vote.  Sandy and Deane have found a way to 

get to know people who are different from them and to stand with the least and they share that way 

with any who are interested in coming along.  They are like the disciple, Philip, who invited others to 

“come and see.” 

 

Sandy and Deane have three children, Carlton (Diedre) Irving, Ernest Irving and Tirrell Toney; six 

grandchildren, Cristian Rob-Butcher, Caden, Addyson, & Cylas Irving, Tirrell & Jayden Toney. 
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Mackie E. (72) and Thelma W. (69) Jones 

Unity Presbyterian Church 

Newton Grove, NC 

Unity Presbyterian Church is honored to 

name Mackie and Thelma W. Jones as the 

recipients of the 2016 Outstanding Older 

Adult Awards. Mackie and Thelma work 

great as a team in the church.  Mackie 

started at Unity as a young boy while 

Thelma “married” into Unity in March 

2002. This couple lives out the 

commandments in Joshua 22:5; “To love 

the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 

to obey His Commands, to hold fast to Him, 

and to serve Him with all your heart and all 

your soul.” They have served on the spring 

fundraiser committee for the last several 

years helping with all aspects of fund 

raising, such as fixing the slaw, peeling 

potatoes, getting cookers and equipment 

ready for the “big day”.  

 

Thelma has also helped with the “Fat Tuesday pancake supper”, “Love is Ageless 

Luncheons”, “Senior Sunday”, and “Vacation Bible School”, and anytime she is asked to 

help especially doing food and beverages. Thelma is a good cook!   

 

They both have helped with the Easter Sunrise Service, Benson Food Bank and other 

mission in our church and community. Both served in helping other churches in the 

community and Thelma’s home community. 

 

Mackie has two daughters, Melody, and Denay. Thelma had three daughters Lisa, Paula 

and Doris; sadly Paula succumbed to cancer in 2015. Together they have a total of 10 

grandchildren. 

 

Thelma and Mackie share their faith and God’s love by serving their family, church and 

community together.  
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Ann Lane (62) 

Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 

Ann Lane is a wonderful asset to Ernest Myatt 

Presbyterian Church.  She is a devoted wife to husband 

Charles of 27 years and a wonderful mother to their son 

David. 

 

A member of Ernest Myatt for 21 years, she started out 

teaching children’s Sunday school and has continued to 

teach all these years. Ann enjoyed working with the 

youth while her son was growing up and continues 

working with the youth through VBS, children’s 

church and nursery volunteer. She has served as elder 

for two terms and chaired Christian Education, 

Property and Finance Committees and continues to 

serve on the Property and Finance Committees. She has 

served as Church Treasurer and for the past 6 years has 

been our church bookkeeper. 

 

Ann has served as Co-Moderator, Moderator and 

Treasurer of the Women of the Church.  A faithful member of the Women’s Circle, she 

was awarded the Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life Membership Award in 2006. She 

continually works in many areas of the church and as well as being visually active helping 

maintain the church, she is active “behind the scenes”. She attends the needs of other 

without recognition, i.e. visitation, organizing meals and preparing food for funerals and/or 

other church functions.  

 

Ann takes pride in being a member of Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church and is tireless in 

her dedication to the church and her church family. She loves and serves her Lord, her 

church and community with an unparalleled spirit of commitment and devotion. 

 

Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church is blessed to have Ann Lane as part of its church and 

looks forward to many more years together. 
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Joyce Faulkner Lee (69) 

First Presbyterian Church 

Smithfield, NC 

Joyce Faulkner Lee joined First Presbyterian 

Church, her husband David’s life-long church, on 

May 19, 1981. Joyce was born and reared in 

Ormondsville, NC, and was a member of 

Ormondsville Free Will Baptist Church. She and 

David have one daughter, Kelly Lee Coats, a son-

in-low, Stan Coats, and three granddaughters, 

Mary Margaret, Lauren, and Addison.  They are 

all very active in this church. 

 

Joyce has been an active member of the 

Presbyterian Women since she arrived, serving as 

circle chair, Bereavement Chair, and other 

various committees. 

 

She has been involved in teaching Sunday school 

and VBS, and has completed the Disciples’ Bible 

Study series along with several other Bible 

studies. 

 

Joyce has also served as a deacon and was a member of our Building Committee for our 

new addition and renovations and is a member of the Design Team which chose furnishing 

for the new addition. 

 

Joyce is also a great cook. She was a member of the Kitchen Committee for many years 

and is an active member of JOY Connection, FPC’s outreach to older adults in our church 

and community. She is currently Co-Coordinator of the Special Meals Committee.  

 

Joyce was also a faithful member of Contact Teleministry, a crisis hotline for many years. 

 

Joyce is an avid supporter of Johnston Community College, served on the Board of 

Visitors at Peace College for six years, and was Chair of the March of Dimes in Randolph 

County. 

 

Joyce’s latest interest is helping her daughter with her horse farm and watching her 

granddaughters compete in reining competitions across the nation. 

 

Joyce and her husband David have one daughter Kelly (Stan) Coats, and three 

granddaughters. 
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Billy Leggett (68) 

Bear Grass Presbyterian Church 

Williamston, NC 
The Bear Grass Presbyterian Church is 

pleased to announce that Billy Leggett is 

our 2016 Outstanding Older Adult.  Billy 

is one of hardest working people that we  

have in our church, Whether it is a TV 

that needs to be hung, storage shelves to 

be built or yard work to be done, he can 

be counted upon to be right there ready 

to do the job.  He has been an asset and 

friend to our church ever since he and his 

wife Linda came to us from Plymouth 

many years ago, and we as a church family are truly blessed to have them both in our 

congregation. 

 

Billy Leggett joined the Presbyterian Church in Plymouth around 30 years and has been a faithful 

servant of the Lord since that time.   At that church, he served as elder and was active on the 

Building and Grounds committee.   He also completed the Lay Pastor program while a member of 

the Plymouth church.   In 2008, our church was blessed to welcome Billy and Linda to Bear 

Grass, and we have been enriched by their presence every day.  He has answered the call for our 

church time and time again, whether it was by filling the pulpit or by cooking pancakes for our 

Mother’s Day breakfast ,  When a project needs to be accomplished, you can depend on him to 

get it done.  Billy has led a Bible study for our Sunday school class, has served as elder and also 

served on various committees, including Building and Grounds.  He is currently leading our 

Pastor Nominating Committee; this is a hard job, but as usual, he is doing it well.  He also 

participates in the Presbyterian Men’s Fellowship in our church. 

 

Billy shares his talents with the New Hope Presbytery as well.  He has served on the Committee 

on Ministry for many years and held the position of moderator for part of his term.   Over the 

years, Billy has served on various other committees within New Hope Presbytery, and he is 

currently serving on the New Hope Coordinating Body.  In 2012, he represented our presbytery 

by serving as a commissioner to the General Assembly. 

 

Billy is involved in the community and can be found in the kitchen on most Easter Sundays 

helping prepare the community breakfast following sunrise service.  He and Linda attended an 

Ecumenical Bible study in Plymouth, which they continued to attend even after moving to Bear 

Grass.  Billy has been a member of the fraternal agency Woodman of the World and served at 

president at the state level for 2 years.  He is a proud husband, father and grandparent who is a 

wonderful role model for his grandchildren and for those of blessed to call him friend. May God 

continue to bless him and his family! 

 

Billy and his wife Linda have two children, Suzanne and Mitchell and three grandchildren, Jacob, 

Taylor and Macon. 
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Chellie Loftin (76) 

Mount Olive Presbyterian Church 

Mount Olive, NC 
The Session of Mount Olive Presbyterian Church in 

Mount Olive, NC is proud to nominate Chellie 

Loftin to receive The Presbytery of New Hope 

Outstanding Older Adult Award for 2016.   

 

Chellie lives her faith in a very active and visible 

way, actively serving our congregation and our 

community in many important ways.  Chellie 

became a member of MOPC in 1990.  She has 

served on the Session, has chaired and continues to 

serve on the Spiritual Care and Fellowship 

committee, teaches the older adult Sunday school 

class, serves on our Logos program linen 

committee, participates in preparing and serving 

bereavement meals and supports our Back Pack 

Buddies food program. Diligently, Chellie serves as 

coordinator for morning manna on Sunday morning 

devoting many hours making sure food and coffee 

is available for all to participate between our 

contemporary service and Sunday school.    

 

In the local community, Chellie represents MOPC as a volunteer at the Area Churches in Action Thrift 

Store.  She provides transportation for those who need to go to the doctor but are unable to go on their 

own efforts.  Visiting the sick and homebound has always been a part of Chellie’s service to church and 

community members.  

 

Even though Chellie teaches the older adult, her heart also lies close to the younger members of our 

church and community.  She retired from Goldsboro Pediatrics, but continues to work with children at a 

daycare center where she has worked for over 20 years. She has participated in Bible School and 

volunteered in the nursery.  Witnessing and exhibiting the love of our Lord is constant in Chellie’s care 

and concern for all children.  Whether, young or old, all the children love and respect “Miss Chellie”. 

 

As a devoted child of God, Chellie really does have a way with ministering to others.  No matter the 

situation or circumstances, her words of encouragement and wisdom are based on God’s word and the 

knowledge that He will never forsake us.  Chellie is tireless in her dedication to the church and its 

members.  She loves and serves her Lord, her church and community with an unparalleled spirit of 

commitment and devotion. 

 

Chellie is a devoted wife to Charles Loftin (11/24/1985) for 31 years, a wonderful mother to three 

daughters, Jackie, Billie Jo and Patricia, and loving grandmother to five grandchildren. 

 

Mount Olive Presbyterian Church is blessed to have Chellie Loftin as a part of its church and looks 

forward to many more years together. 
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Lawrence Matheson (93)  

Milner Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Raleigh, NC 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline 

your ears to the word of my mouth. I will open my 

mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from 

of old, things that we have heard and known, that 

our ancestors have told us. We will not hide them 

from our children; we will tell to the coming 

generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his 

might, and the wonders that he has done.                           

(Psalm 78:1-4) 

 

These verses have shaped Lawrence Matheson’s 

church life. He is passionate about Sunday school 

and has taught the Milner Men’s Class for many 

years because, as he says, no one else will teach 

it. He believes that attending Sunday school and 

learning the stories of the Bible is the most 

important part of congregational life. Even though the members of Milner Church have 

aged and fewer are able to come to worship now, Lawrence urges everyone to study the 

Scriptures. Ask him why attending Sunday school is important – and he’ll tell you clearly. 

 

Lawrence, now 93 years old, continues to inspire us with his deep faith in Jesus Christ and 

his dedication to Milner. He is here almost every time the doors open. Since he and Ollie, 

his wife, joined Milner in 1960, Lawrence has served as an elder and a deacon. Now 

widowed after 64 years of marriage, he and Ollie had three daughters, Margaret, Janice, 

and Lois. Sadly, Lois died at age 12 of encephalitis. The Matheson’s decorated the church 

nursery in 1997 in her memory and then refurbished it in 2010 in honor of daughters, 

Margaret and Janice.     

 

Lawrence is proud of his service to his country during WWII and then his thirty-one years 

working for the US Department of Agriculture. These days he enjoys his two 

grandchildren, Angela (Bobby) Dutton and Brian (Tina) White and three great-

grandchildren, Christa, Caroline and Samuel Dutton.  And P.S., Lawrence is a whiz on the 

guitar – he has five at home!  
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Joel (74) and Bonnie (75) Millikan  

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church  

Raleigh, NC 
As our church reflects on those individuals who have 

served as role models within our congregation, Joel and 

Bonnie Millikan immediately come to mind.  Both have 

served as ruling elders for our congregation and live their 

lives in service to others and in witness to the love of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Joel has served as a leader of our Finance and 

Administration Committee and on our Endowment 

Committee, always providing wise counsel in the 

stewardship of the church property and financial assets 

entrusted to us.  He is also a long standing member of our 

Missions Committee including multiple terms as chair.  

Joel has had a particular interest in Haiti, has led multiple 

mission team trips to Haiti and served as a member of the 

Board of Directors of the Haiti Fund Inc. for over a decade.  

He now serves on their advisory board. 

 

For many years Joel was a leader of the Saint Andrews 

Disaster Response Team serving in Louisiana after Katrina and multiple hurricane and tornado clean-ups and 

rebuilds since then. In addition, Joel is a leader of our Faith Crew which provides helping hands and open 

hearts to those in need of physical assistance within our congregation and community.  Joel also regularly 

plays an assisting role in our refugee resettlement and local food supply ministries. 

 

Bonnie’s love for others and her strong faith are evidenced by her caring work in local missions.  Bonnie 

currently serves as a leader of Saint Andrews BackPack Buddies program that supplies weekend food to 42 

children in need at a local elementary school.  She has been instrumental in leading 20 volunteer women to 

sort food for the BackPack program at InterFaith Food Shuttle in Raleigh every Monday morning from August 

to May.  Over the years Bonnie has been active in refugee resettlement; helping families from Vietnam, 

Louisiana and Nepal adjust to new homes and become productive members of our society. 

 

Bonnie has served as chair of our Children’s Ministry Committee and of the Saint Andrews Preschool Board.  

A past moderator and treasurer of Presbyterian Women at Saint Andrews, Bonnie received an honorary life 

membership in 2010.   She continues as a leader of her PW circle and covenant group.  Bonnie has also been a 

member of mission teams to Mexico and Haiti and has served on the Interim-Minister Pastor Nominating 

Committee. 

 

Bonnie and Joel have three children, Bob, Bill and Linda and six grandchildren Andrew, June, William, Mary 

Cass, Marian and Jonathan. They enjoy spending time with each other in Inlet, NY each summer.  They are 

active affiliate members of Church of the Lakes in Inlet, one of the smallest PC (USA) churches.  They are 

also active alumni of Oberlin College, received the Volunteer of the Year award by the College Alumni 

Association in 2013 and are members of the Oberlin College Society of Luminary Fellows. 

 

God blessed our church with the faithful and loving leadership of Bonnie and Joel Millikan and we are grateful 

and pleased to honor them for their contributions in the life of our congregation.  
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Dorothy Nesselrodt (91) 

Providence Presbyterian Church 

Angier, NC 
The Session of Providence Presbyterian Church is 

proud to announce that Mrs. Dorothy Nesselrodt is 

our church nominee for the 2016 Outstanding Older 

Adult Award.  At the young age of 12, Mrs. Dorothy 

started giving back to her church and to the Lord by 

playing the piano at Buffalo church during worship 

service. She continued offering her gift of music by 

playing the piano at Buffalo Church in Raleigh and 

other churches throughout the years anytime she was 

needed at funerals and other church functions.  She 

also has a beautiful voice and sang in the church 

choir for many years.   

 

Mrs. Dorothy was instrumental in starting a young 

women’s circle group at Gilwood Presbyterian 

Church in Concord, NC.  She has mentored young 

people basically all her life. This dear lady has 

taught many a church woman the art of crocheting while ministering to them at the same time. If 

you go to her house, she will witness to you about her faith, what she believes in.  You enjoy 

talking to her and are lifted up when you leave. She is steadfast in her faith and beliefs, is loyal to 

a fault to her family, God, friends and to her church at Providence.  Mrs. Dorothy, like the rest of 

us, is not perfect but she will be by your side and fight for you through thick and thin if she loves 

you. She is a very classy, wise and well respected lady who is loved by many. She has a deep love 

for her family which includes a son, daughter, daughter-in-law, two grandchildren and their 

spouses along with 6 great grandchildren.  This is evidenced in our Sunday worship service at 

Providence where she sits in the same pew every Sunday, with her grandchildren and great 

grandchildren, giving them a dollar for offering to instill in them the need to give back to the 

church. 

 

Mrs. Nesselrodt has helped people by just listening to them talk and get things off their chest, 

being a kind ear and giving them her complete attention. She reads the Bible and prays to her God 

every day.  A lot of what has already been mentioned transpired after the young age of 60. In her 

later years she has also been a member of the Providence Ladies’ Night Circle Group and has 

faithfully supported the Circle Group financially and with her presence. Also, she currently is a 

regular member of Providence’s Card Ministry team who meets monthly to fellowship with one 

another, pray and create homemade cards that are mailed to those in the congregation that are 

sick, bereaved, battling chronic pain, need encouragement or uplifting. Finally, Mrs. Dorothy at 

the age of 91, has lived a full life and not only has “talked the talk, but has truly walked the 

walk”.  She has been a devoted wife who supported her dear husband, the late Rev. J. D. “Buddy” 

Nesselrodt in his church ministry who was also our pastor at Providence for several years.  We 

are better people for it by having Mrs. Dorothy Nesselrodt touch our lives, may God continue to 

bless her. 



35 

 

Fountain (77) and Carmen 

Hooker (71) Odom 

Roanoke Island Presbyterian 

Church 

Manteo, NC 
Fountain is an attorney and has been 

practicing for over 50 years.  He has 

also served in elected public office as a 

Mecklenberg County Commissioner 

and member of the North Carolina 

State Senate.  Carmen has worked her 

entire life in education, environment 

and health policy as an elected official, 

a gubernatorial cabinet member, and a 

government relations executive.  She 

served as an elected representative on 

both the local and regional school 

committee and as a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives.  In 2001, Carmen was 

selected to serve as Secretary of the NC Department of Health and Human Services.  Both widowed in 

1999 and then married each other in 2002.  Their blended family includes 6 adult children (Thomas 

Odom, II, David Odom, Amy Odom, Jennifer Horschman, Matt Odom, and Cyndi Christian) and 11 

grandchildren (Tripp, Brooke, Sean, Odom, Jane, Noah, William, Nico, Annie, Henry, and Max). The 

Odom’s are significantly blessed to have this great big family. 

  

Over the course of their lives, each has felt that significant moments propelled them to personal and 

community achievements. Carmen grew up in Pennsylvania in a family dedicated to civil rights and was 

involved in voter registration drives in the South as well as integration efforts in her home town.  Fountain 

grew up mostly in Charlotte but had early experiences in South Georgia where foundations were made in 

his character development regarding justice and equality; and as a family man worked hard on the 1960's 

integration efforts in Charlotte. Fountain points to his admission to practice law before the United States 

Supreme Court, his efforts to keep a pro bono client off death row, and his leadership in the legal field of 

protecting property owners as areas where he achieved personal and professional note worthiness.  

Carmen believes her work on behalf of children with disabilities in school systems, with foster children 

rights in child welfare systems, and her tireless work to obtain affordable, quality health care for all as 

hallmarks in her career. 

  

As people who are well over 60, they continue active professional careers in law and public policy 

development.  Their community causes are those that relate to poverty/low income challenges (Free 

Health Care Clinic, Legal Aid volunteering), environmental protection (opposition to off shore drilling 

and active involvement in coastal protection efforts), supporting local education excellence, access to 

health care (direct involvement in activities to get people enrolled in the Affordable Care Act health 

insurance marketplace) and our beloved Presbyterian church; serving as Elder and Deacon respectively. 

They are devoted to enhancing civic discourse and building local democratic communities where voting 

rights are increased and differing opinions and philosophies are treated with respect and honor. 

  

Carmen and Fountain are truly outstanding adults, older as simply a state of being.  
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Lillie Pearce (82)  

Trinity Presbyterian Church  

Raleigh, NC 
Lillie Pearce is a woman of diligent Christian faith and 

commitment. Growing up in Raleigh, she was an active 

member of Milner Memorial Church in Raleigh and 

graduated from Hugh Morson High School. She and her 

husband provided a fine Christian home and education for 

their four children, and she worked for many years in the 

typing pool for the North Carolina State Legislature. She 

has been a member at Trinity Presbyterian in Raleigh for 

the past 15 years, where she has participated in all aspects 

of our church's life and ministry. She is blessed with a 

congenial personality and has made strong friendships 

with many people in our congregation. 

 

She attends worship every Sunday and volunteers her 

time and talent in many helpful ways. She is a member of 

Faith Woman's Circle and has participated for many years 

in our annual Christmas Angel Tree ministry. She comes 

in every Friday morning to fold our worship bulletins and 

has occasionally served as a voluntary receptionist. She is 

an active member of the Senior Group and has traveled with them to dozens of destinations during the past 

ten years. She also has served on our annual festival committee that has staged annual yard sales and fall 

festivals where she has volunteered hundreds of hours running these events.  Lillie also volunteers at With 

Love from Jesus, a mission organization in Raleigh that provides groceries, clothing, and household items for 

people in need. She even organized a work day there for our Seniors Group.  Lillie is a faithful and generous 

steward of her time, talent, and financial resources. 

 

Lillie's personal gifts of warmth and congeniality have enabled her not only to develop great friendships with 

many church members but also to welcome visitors cordially. She has such a cheerful disposition that people 

just love spending time with her in conversation at a fellowship dinner or working on a project with her. 

Lillie is also blessed with a deep faith and prayer life that has enabled her to weather the normal storms of 

life, including losing her husband several years ago. She also is very good at sending notes of encouragement 

during times of illness and grief. 

 

Lillie has also found time to be an outstanding grandmother, especially in providing emotional and logistical 

support to her daughter who is a single mother of two adolescent children.  She loves encouraging her 

grandchildren in their school work and extracurricular activities.  I can safely say that of all the hundreds of 

people with whom I have had the privilege of working in forty years of ministry, Lillie Pearce ranks high on 

the list of those who have a full measure of the gifts of the Spirit which the Apostle Paul included in his 

Epistle to the Galatians.  She is definitely blessed with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. Because of her modesty and humility, Lillie would blush at hearing 

me say all this, but I am happy to say it without hesitation or reservation. She certainly did not retire from the 

Christian life at age sixty. She has kept on being a good and faithful servant of Jesus Christ, to the glory of 

God and the benefit of the Christian Church. 

 

Lillie and her husband (deceased) have four children, Stephen, Ken & David Pearce and Karen Loveland; six 

grandchildren, Meghan, Stephen, Angelia, Chris, Andre & Isabella; and two great-grandchildren, Savannah 

& Somerlynn. 
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Phyllis Perry (75) 

St. Paul Presbyterian Church  

Louisburg, NC 

Phyllis Perry is a lifelong member of St. Paul 

Presbyterian Church and officially joined the Church 

63 years ago on August 2, 1953. Phyllis’ many 

contributions to the church and community serve as a 

beautiful example of Christ-like service and love. 

 

Although Phyllis is known to help everyone in need, her 

passion for service lies in helping the youth to reach 

their potential. All of the children in the church and 

community love “Miss Phyllis”.  

 

She has used St. Paul PC as a platform to initiate 

youth programs. All of the children in the community 

are welcome and sought after for participation. Her 

every interaction has been used to guide children to be 

the very best version of themselves. She has served the 

youth of Franklin County in every capacity. Examples 

of her service are exemplified by her leadership of the 

St. Paul Youth Committee, heading up Vacation Bible 

School, developing an after school tutorial program, 

providing guidance and a helping hand for the Summer 

Youth Enrichment Program and sponsoring Christian 

Athletic Day where professional athletes come to 

inspire our youth.  Phyllis founded the Youth NAACP of Franklin County. As founder of the Performing Arts Black 

History Club she not only provided a platform for artistic expression in many forms, she also integrated the themes 

of “service to the community” and “heritage”.  Additionally insuring the youth were exposed culturally beyond the 

immediate area by sponsoring field trips to such places as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center and Ebenezer Baptist 

Church in Atlanta, Ga; and the National Great Blacks in Wax Museum in Baltimore, MD.  Phyllis is currently 

serving as President of Alpha Pi Chi, Nu Epsilon Chapter. Alpha Pi Chi is a professional women’s volunteer service 

organization with a focus on providing scholarships for young women.  

 

Phyllis is an active and founding member of St. Paul Presbyterian Women, Circle 2. She has held several offices in 

this organization including Moderator. Her main function however, is to mentor the next generation of women 

leaders in the church. Currently she is a member of the Inspirational Choir and has served on the Worship 

Committee. Phyllis served as a Deacon for 23 years from 1982 – 2005. She became an Elder in 2005 and has held 

this position honorably for the past 11 years. 

 

Phyllis’ professional career allowed her to be of service to the greater Franklin County. She was employed by 

Franklin County Social Services as a Community Social Services Assistant for 34 years. This position exposed her to 

the needs of many. She embraced the opportunity to serve in her official capacity, but often extended her personal 

services when the county services fell short by “adopting a family” personally or bringing the needs of the families to 

the church for support. She retired from her official career December 16, 2006. However she continues to be a social 

advocate for those in need. A sterling example of such includes her volunteer activities as cook, store keeper, and 

organizer with the A Blessing Soup Kitchen which actively feeds those in need of a hot meal twice per week and is a 

satellite food pantry. 

 

Galatians 6:10 – “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially those who are of the 

household of faith.” Phyllis’ love of the Lord and His people compels her to seek and respond to the opportunities to 

do good for everyone. This is apparent in her numerous acts of service throughout her life, many of which have gone 

unmentioned here. She is a person of strong faith and dedicated discipleship. Her manner of life, including being a 

dedicated wife of 58 years to Fletcher and mother of nine, Jerome, Pierre, Maurice, James, Terrence, & Mandel 

Perry, Frieda Baker, Dawn Dickens, and Shawnee Manley; and nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren is 

a demonstration of the Christian gospel at St. Paul Presbyterian Church and beyond.  
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Elbert H. Phleps (84) 

Nahalah Presbyterian Church 

Scotland Neck, NC 
Elbert H. Phelps, son of Julian H. Phelps and 

Clydie P. Phelps was born November 26, 1931 in        

Halifax County in rural eastern North Carolina. He 

was raised on a farm with a focus on church, family, 

and hard work. As a child, Mr. Phelps began his 

membership at Nahalah Presbyterian Church in 

Scotland Neck. Nahalah is a small church with a 

small congregation, but the church has been in 

existence for over one hundred years. Over the 

years, Elbert Phelps has served as Elder, Treasurer, 

Sunday School Teacher, Usher, and even “fill-in” 

Preacher when needed. 

 

Mr. Phelps attended school in Halifax County and 

graduated from Scotland Neck High School in 1950. 

He went on to attend college, and upon his 

graduation from Louisburg College, Elbert was 

drafted and served in the Army during the Korean 

War. Much of his time was spent in Korea, where he assisted with the final disposition of 

fallen soldiers who were returned home for proper burial. In addition, Elbert often visited 

the local orphanage and carried gifts and toys to the children who no longer had families. 

His weekly ritual included attending church near the base as well as attending services 

with fellow soldiers in order to learn about various religious beliefs and the local culture. 

 

After returning to Halifax County following \his service in the Army, Mr. Phelps began a 

career as a farmer and employee of the North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation. He has 

remained a constant fixture at Nahalah Presbyterian Church as well as the Roseneath 

community and has spent many hours maintaining the church yard by cutting the grass, 

pruning trees, and supervising the overall maintenance of the church and education 

building. He has continued his contributions to the congregation and community by 

serving as an officer for the Masonic Lodge, Hobgood Revitalization Committee, 

American Legion, and after his retirement, Halifax County Farm Bureau 

 

Overall, Elbert Phelps has spent eighty-four years serving others in the community and 

beyond. He strives to support his friends and church family as well as the community. 

Elbert Phelps represents service to others and is a role model for selfless giving and the 

mission of Nahalah Presbyterian Church. 
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Carol Quakenbush (72)  

Bethlehem Presbyterian Church  

Mebane, NC 

Carol has been an active member of Bethlehem 

Presbyterian Church since 1978 and Carol 

works extremely hard for the good of 

Bethlehem.   Carol exemplifies “service” to her 

God and her church.  Her leadership as Clerk 

of Session and her involvement on numerous 

committees has been instrumental in the 

spiritual growth and development of our 

congregation.  Carol visits the sick, supports 

the church and community programs and 

activities.  She is trusted and respected and is 

always ready to help with projects and 

activities sponsored by the church. Carol is 

also a member of the church choir.   Carol has 

dedicated countless hours of her personal time 

to ensure that Bethlehem is in great condition.  

She is an outstanding role model to Bethlehem 

and the community.  Carol and husband Wally have one son, Brian (Jenny), 

one daughter Carla (Darrell) McVey, three grandchildren and two step-

grandchildren. 
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Devohn (86) and Lucy (81) Rhame 

Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 Raleigh, NC 

“This seems like such a short list for two 

people who have been such a vital part of 

Hudson. They were just always there to help 

where help was needed."  

 

They have been members of Hudson since 

Dec. 1971.  

 Both are members of the Mixed 

 Adult Sunday School Class where 

 Devohn substitutes as teacher                                                               

 when  needed and also plans the 

 5
th

 Sunday lunches.  

 Both are "Greeters" on Sunday 

 mornings and fill in anytime they 

 are needed.  

 Both are active members of the 

Amazing Grays Sr. Fellowship - where they volunteered to chair the Devotion 

Committee for the past 19 years.  

 Both participated in "Dinners for Six".  

 Devohn has served as a Deacon  

  o An Elder.  

  o Was an active member of Presbyterian Men.  

  o Has taught Sunday school, been on mission trips, helped prepare  

  dinners for the congregation.  

 Lucy has served as an Elder  

  o Has been an active member of Ester Circle.  

  o Presbyterian Women  

  o Taught Sunday school  
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Gaynelle Garner Rogerson (80) 
William & Mary Hart Presbyterian Church 

Leggett, NC 
The Council of William and Mary Hart 
Presbyterian, Tarboro, is pleased to present as 
an Outstanding Older Adult, Ms. Gaynelle 
Garner Rogerson. A native of Jamesville, 
North Carolina, Ms. Rogerson is the second 
of five children born in the summer of 1936, 
making her eighty years young. Raised in the 
Methodist tradition, 'because the Methodist 
Church was the closest to our home and our 
family did not have a car.' Gaynelle attended 
regularly the Methodist Church until fifty-
three years ago when she found her home at 
William and Mary Hart Presbyterian in 
Tarboro, the Leggett Community. 

 

Ms. Rogerson was marred forty-seven years 
to the late Dick Rogerson, who worked as a 
lineman and troubleshooter for the telephone 
company in Tarboro. Although she wanted to 
have twelve children, she is the mother to 

three children, Jud Rogerson, (deceased), Holly R. Pierce, educator/Media 
Coordinator with the Edgecombe County Schools, and Forrest Rogerson, 
construction supervisor in Gibsonville, NC. She has two grandchildren and one 
great-grand daughter. Gaynelle has always been a stay at home wife and mother. 

 
One would describe Gaynelle Rogerson as an avid reader and a tenacious student 
of the Bible. Her favorite and most challenging scripture comes from 
Ecclesiastes. She enjoys working on Bible crossword puzzles. Both members of 
her family and church community see Ms. Rogerson as 'an inspiration." Her 
sister Hazel says, "She has strong faith and courage being evident especially in her 
times of illness, and the best friend anyone can have." 

 
This loving and giving Christian lady supports her church in so many ways-
always dedicated to Sunday School, worship, and all activities of her church. A 
prayer warrior who is truly an example of the faith. We are truly blessed to have 
such a distinguished person such as Ms. Gaynelle Gardner Rogerson within our 
church fellowship. 
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Annie Sabrina Rountree (84) 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Wilson, NC 
Mrs. Annie S. Rountree has been an 

active member of Calvary 

Presbyterian Church all of her life. 

Born and reared as a Presbyterian, 

she participated in many church 

activities and taught Sunday school, 

Bible School, Vacation Bible School 

and organized Children Camps 

Conferences. 

 

Her rich family legacy spans seven 

generations ending with her 

grandchildren at this time. Rooted in 

faith and Jove for the church, she 

freely and cheerfully gives of her time, talents and gifts that the Lord blessed her. She was 

just a child growing up where her mother, grandmother and Aunts passed on to her the love 

and teaching of Jesus Christ and in turn, she passed on to her children and grandchildren 

(two generations) those same principle teachings and love of Jesus the risen Savior. She 

also instilled the love to many of her friends, nieces and nephews who later joined Calvary. 

 

Mrs. Rountree service to Calvary is undeniable. From 1969 until 2001 (32 years), she 

prepared the Lord's sacraments for each 1st Sunday. Her daughters had the honor of 

accompanying her at times when she would go to the church to prepare the sacraments on the 

Saturday before Sunday's service. 

 

She is eager to sponsor the donated gifts for the children to win during the bingo nights that 

take place at the beginning of the school year and then during the month of October.  The 

gifts provide many children with school supplies that are greatly needed   as well as gifts of 

clothes, shoes and other fun items.   There are plenty of great items for the adults who attend 

as well. During the Christmas Eve program, she gives gifts to all the children of the church in 

memory of her mother Annie Sabrina Cobb and grandmother Sabrina Cobb. Each year the 

children look forward to receiving a gift that they know Mrs. Rountree will have for them. 

 

Mrs. Rountree has given many contributions to Calvary Presbyterian Church to mention 

throughout her many years of service. The consistent narrative I witnessed over the years is 

her unconditional surrendering to God's will for the sake of others. 

 

Annie and her husband Moses (deceased) have four children, Mosette Dozier, Charyl 

Waters, Lashone Hall & Barry Rountree. 
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Boyd (77) and Marcia (75) Schroeder 

Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church 

Cary, NC 
Boyd and Marcia Schroeder grew up in northern 

New Jersey.  While they lived in different towns, 

they attended the same Methodist church where 

they met, were confirmed, married and had their 

two children baptized.  Boyd spent most of his 

career in aviation and retired in 1997 as Assistant 

Manager of Operations at Newark International 

Airport.  Boyd also spent two years of active 

duty service with the Army Medical Corp and 

then 3 ½ years in the Army Reserve.  Marcia 

worked in a variety of secretarial positions.  

Upon retiring, the Schroeders moved to Cary, NC 

and joined the Kirk of Kildaire, where they have been involved members for the past 18 years.   

 

Boyd has served as a member of the Stewardship Committee (for several campaigns), the Counting Team (10+ 

years),  the Ushering Team (currently serving as Head Usher once a month), the Endowment Committee 

(including a term as Chair), and the Office Administrator Recruitment/Selection Committee. Marcia has 

served/serves as a member of the Window Newsletter Mailing Team, the Communion Preparation Team, and 

the Lydia Presbyterian Women’s Circle.  Both Marcia and Boyd are active in their Faith and Theology Sunday 

School class and the Kirk Classics fellowship group.  They both have served for years on the Evangelism and 

Member Ministry Team (EMM).   

 

As members of EMM, they are committed to helping the Kirk grow, to helping our visitors feel warmly 

welcomed, and to helping our new members get connected. Boyd writes welcome letters to our visitors.  

Marcia, as part of hosting the Exploring the Kirk class, bakes homemade treats.  Both attend the classes to get 

to know our visitors in person and the Session meetings when New Members are approved to join.  And the 

Schroeders recently posted hundreds of flyers on mailboxes in the neighborhood around the church.  The 

flyers advertised a Palm Sunday Potluck and Egg Hunt.  A few years ago they attended an Evangelism 

workshop offered at Union Presbyterian Seminary.  They are willing to go the extra mile –in a car or on foot- 

for the Church!   

 

The Schroeders are not only beloved at the Kirk.  They are beloved by their family.  Their son David and 

daughter Kathy and their spouses and grandchildren live nearby.   They are beloved in their neighborhood too.  

Marcia often bakes goodies for the children.  Marcia is a talented cook and baker.  She enjoys hosting dinner 

parties for family, friends, and Kirk groups.   

 

Boyd and Marcia have been married for 55 years.  In retirement, they still work to the glory of God and to the 

benefit of their church.  They take good care of themselves and each other.  When they’re not doing Kirk work 

or spending time with family, they can likely be found walking, reading, enjoying God’s creation, or traveling.   

 

Thanks are to God for this couple!  They so deserve to be selected as the 2016 Kirk of Kildaire recipients of 

New Hope Presbytery’s Outstanding Older Adult Award!  May God continue to bless Boyd and Marcia.  

Thank you for being such a blessing to so many.  
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Seth (67) and Frances (66) Smith 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Lucama, NC 
The Session of Westminster Presbyterian Church in 

Lucama is pleased to nominate Seth and Frances Smith as 

our Outstanding Older Adult Couple for 2016. 

 

Seth grew up in our community and in the church, became a 

member on April 14, 1963 at the age of 13, and continues to 

live near the church.  While Seth and Frances were both 

students at Lucama High School, their first meeting was 

secretly arranged by his aunt and her sister (who were 

college roommates at the time).  Obviously, that “first date” 

led to others and they will celebrate 46 years of marriage in 

September. 

 

After serving in the Army and graduating from college, 

Seth returned to farming for many years before accepting a job with North Carolina Department of Transportation.  He 

retired in June 2015 after 22 years with the Highway Roadside Beautification Department.  However, you certainly can’t 

call Seth “retired”.  For a number of years, he has had a lawn service business and he also tends a huge garden, sharing 

vegetables with family and friends.  Seth is a good cook and is well known for his collards. 

 

Throughout the years, Seth has been active and served the church in many ways.  He was ordained as an Elder on July 

29, 1973 and has served a number of terms on the session.  Seth is currently on the session and the Building and Grounds 

Committee.  He does a great job of keeping the grounds mowed, the shrubs trimmed, and refurbishing the mulch and 

driveway rocks when needed.  For many years, Seth has been an active member of the Presbyterian Men of the Church, 

which currently is comprised of five of the area’s small churches.  He is also a member of the Breakfast Optimist Club 

and volunteers to serve when or where there is a need. 

 

Frances had been a member of Little Rock Original Free Will Baptist Church in Lucama for several years when she 

married Seth in 1970 and began attending services with him at Westminster.  She formally became a member on May 8, 

1973 and soon after became our church pianist.  After college and a few years as a school teacher, Frances became an 

elementary school librarian.  She retired after 27 years with Wilson County Schools.  But like Seth, she’s not fully retired 

because she works part-time at Wilson Community College. 

 

Since being ordained as an Elder on January 6, 1985, Frances has served multiple terms on the session.  Previous offices 

held were Treasurer and Clerk of the Session.  She currently serves on the Fellowship Committee and on the Missions 

and Stewardship Committee.  For many years, Frances has prepared the church bulletins for Sunday morning worship 

services.  Some other talents that she uses to contribute to many of the church activities include sewing, calligraphy, 

creative decorating, doing crafts, and is an excellent cook (a few favorites being homemade carrot cake, monkey bread, 

soup, and ice cream).   

 

However, everyone agrees that her greatest gift to Westminster has been as the church pianist for over 40 years.  

Frances’s “payment” for this service is the continuous gratitude of the church members.  She probably isn’t told often 

enough just how much we sincerely do appreciate her devotion to music and the many hours of her volunteered time. 

 

Westminster is blessed to have Seth and Frances.  They are truly God’s faithful and humble servants in the church and 

community, willing to help with anything asked of them.  At worship services, Bible study, family nights, decorating, 

clean up days, or any church function, they attend and participate as a couple.  This is also true with family or 

neighborhood events.  They raised two daughters, Sherry and Maria, with a strong belief in God and the love of family 

and friends.  They are proud grandparents of one granddaughter, Charlotte, and two grandsons, Zach and Neal. 
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Becky Stancil (61) 

Oakland Presbyterian Church 

Clayton, NC 
Becky Stancil has been an active member of 

Oakland Presbyterian Church all her life. 

Becky is married to Mike Stancil, her husband 

of 44 years and has 3 children, Jennifer, Greg, 

and Kristen and 4 grandchildren, Dillon (13), 

Davis (9), Lexi (10) and Livi (8). 

 

Her service to God and her love for her church 

family are an excellent example of what it 

means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.   Becky 

has served the Lord and her congregation in 

multiple ways throughout her life. She is 

active in the Presbyterian Women's 

organization at Oakland, serving in the offices 

of Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Circle 

Chairman, and Circle Co-Chair. She also 

teaches the lesson for the Presbyterian 

Women’s Circle meetings several times each year . 

 

In the past, she has served as a member of the Oakland Presbyterian Church Session from 

2007-2009. Becky, who is a wonderful cook, doesn't hesitate to participate in meal trains for 

the sick in our congregation or anyone who needs a meal. She leads Bible Study for shut-ins 

at Meadowview Assisted Living, contributes to Food Drives for the needy, and participates 

in Oakland's annual Golfing for Jessica tournament each year to support a young lady in our 

congregation. She is a member of the Cemetery Committee and co-chair of the Funeral Food 

Team, and helps maintain the Oakland Memory Garden. Becky also contributes her time and 

talents to many of the other activities and missions in which our church participates. 

 

Becky's most notable contributions which show her dedication to God and the members of 

Oakland Presbyterian Church have been as a Leader of the Oakland Senior Saints. Becky has 

assisted with or been the leader of the Senior Saints program since 1999.  As leader and 

organizer of this program, she has cooked or otherwise provided the refreshments for their 

meetings, organized fun and exciting trips and games, arranged for door prizes, and helped to 

host a wonderful Christmas banquet every year. She has served faithfully as a Sunday school 

teacher for many years. She is also a willing participant in providing Children's Conversations 

during our Sunday worship services. Her strong faith in God, her cheerful smiling face, and her 

sincere faithful service are all things which make    her an inspiration to all of those who know 

her. 
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Robert E. Stitt, Jr. (77)  

Cotton Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Henderson, NC 

Cotton Memorial Presbyterian Church is honored to 

nominate Mr. Robert E. Stitt, Jr. for the 2016 Older 

Adult recognition.  

 

Robert Stitt, Jr. spent being nurtured by his father, 

Rev. R.E. Stitt, Sr. in his Lillington and Sprout 

Springs churches. After graduating from Henderson 

Institute Mr. Stitt attended Hampton University and 

Fayetteville State University where he graduated in 

June of 1962. He then taught at the Aberdeen Union 

School for one year, where he also coached the boys 

and girls high school basketball teams. The next 

year, Mr. Stitt moved to New York City where he 

was employed by the City of New York Board of 

Education as an elementary teacher for ten years. Mr. 

Stitt also worked for the Dept. of Parks and 

Recreation as a Supervisor of Recreation for twenty-seven years where he retired in 1990. 

 

In 1990 Mr. Stitt and his wife Glenda returned to Henderson, NC and began their search 

for a church home. The Stitt's found Cotton Memorial Presbyterian Church. Mr. Stitt 

joined the male choir, the mixed choir and the men’s council. On August 6, 2006 Mr. Stitt 

became an ordained elder. 

 

During Elder Stitt’s faith journey he still sings with the male choir and the mixed choir. He 

joined the worship committee, mission committee and volunteers with the Food Bank and 

volunteers with the after school tutorial program. Mr. Stitt is also responsible for the 

church marquee. 

 

Robert and Glenda have one daughter, Bernice Roberta Stitt and one grandson, Caiden. 
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Linda Stephenson Strickland (75)  

 White Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 Willow Spring, NC 

White Memorial Presbyterian in Willow Spring is 

thankful and proud to present Linda Stephenson 

Strickland as the 2016 Older Adult.   Linda is a life-

long member of this church, born into a Christian 

family, dedicated to building and nourishing 

community ties in this once-rural area.  Although her 

parents were active members of a Baptist Church 

when White Memorial was begun in 1943, her father 

helped build the church and her mother joined the 

Women's Circle, participating in all the church 

activities.  They were active in both churches until 

their deaths, in as much as all their children joined 

White Memorial and served in many capacities.  

Linda was the only girl of six children; however, 

being the precious girl child did not "spoil" her.  One 

of the finest attributes that defines Linda is her 

meekness.   

 

Linda S. Strickland stands tall in statue and in spirit.  

She exemplifies the gift of the Spirit   her gentleness, 

faithfulness, kindness, patience and peace are who she is.  Linda lives alone, widowed 10 years 

ago.  She has one son, Marty Strickland, two granddaughters and one great-granddaughter.  Linda 

lost a daughter, Debbie, to illness in 1974.    

  

Linda teaches a multi-age Sunday school class.  Her experience as a Pre-school teacher equipped 

her to be patient and innovative.  Children and parents are attracted to her sweet nature, her smile 

and gentle voice. Linda laughs easily and often, sets an easy unhurried pace that invite others join 

her.  

  

Linda enters any church activity with a smile of willingness and the words, "What do you need 

me to do?"  She sincerely enjoys the fellowship of working with others; she is dependable and 

punctual, willing to follow or to lead. Linda does "worry" that plans go right, that there's enough 

food for the Senior Lunches, etc.   She is learning to relax and enjoy a crowd. 

  

Linda's leadership in the Mission Committee has blessed the church and the recipients of the 

mission activities, especially Stage Coach Manor.  Linda has a heart for needy, sick, and/or 

helpless people.   Linda never ever asks anything for herself, but she will go the extra mile and 

choose wisely, the projects she is able to do.  Linda selects the best from the better, a learned gift. 

 

This strong, faithful, dedicated woman is our sister, our friend, our confidant---whatever hat we 

need Linda to wear, she is willing and able.  The world would be a much better place if there were 

more people like Linda S. Strickland. 
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Ruth Augusta Tyler (92)  

First Presbyterian Church  

New Bern, NC 
Ruth Augusta Grube Tyler has been selected by the 

Session as our Church’s Outstanding Senior Adult 

for the Presbytery of New Hope’s recognition 

program. 

 

Born to Vera and Lester Grube in Lynne, 

Massachusetts, Ruth spent her childhood there 

before graduating from the University of New 

Hampshire at 19. She was too young to follow her 

dream of teaching English and went to work at the 

Equitable Life Insurance Company in Boston where 

she met and married a dashing young auditor — 

Arthur Fitz Tyler III. (The marriage happily 

lasted 61 years.) 

 

Finally settling in Milwaukee and having five sons, 

Arthur put his boys to work in the Wisconsin woods 

and together they built a summer cottage which is 

still enjoyed by the Tyler family which now includes 

16 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 

 

Ruth and Art discovered New Bern when they visited their son Doug — a member of First Pres 

and the Youth Leader at the time. They moved to New Bern in 1986. Former American Baptists, 

they found a home at First Presbyterian Church. 

 

Ruth has been active in Presbyterian Women’s activities, Circles, House Church, the Knitters 

Group and Sunday school. She is proud of organizing the Lunch Wagon and her work in the 

office of RCS. She was active in the New Bern Historical Society as a guide and founding 

member of the ABC Sale. Ruth admits being an avid bridge player and is known for her 

marvelous cooking which she has shared with us through the years. 

 

The Session is pleased to recognize Ruth for her kind, enthusiastic, and enviable contributions 

to our church and to the community 

 

Perhaps the greatest tribute to Ruth was in Sunday school when we were telling what we were 

most thankful for and Art said, “The day Ruth said she’d marry me.” 
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Patsy Wells (78)  

St. Andrews Presbyterian 

Church, Henderson, NC 

And on the night before he 

died, the Lord Jesus took 

bread… 

 

And on the first Sunday of 

every month at St. Andrews 

Presbyterian near Henderson, 

that bread of heaven has been 

baked by Patsy Wells. When 

another church lady ascended 

to the Lord’s heavenly table, 

Patsy learned how to bake 

bread and bakes a beautiful 

loaf for every communion service at the church she’s attended for over 60 years. 

 

One of her four living daughters, Robin, takes care of setting the table and filling the cups. 

Patsy had to be cajoled to accept this honor as the one selected by her session to represent 

the church at this ceremony.   It doesn’t seem extraordinary to her that she’s been a 

deacon, is in church every Sunday, including Sunday School, that she crochets prayer 

shawls, made a bunch of potato salad and baked some pound cakes for the church’s 

famous barbecue chicken supper…that she reads her Bible (LARGE PRINT EDITION of 

The Message) every day along with her devotions.   And she’s just one of the dozen or so 

older adults who do things together in a local Golden Age club. She went with a couple 

carloads of church ladies over to Duke to prepare dinner one evening for the families at the 

Ronald McDonald House there. 

 

She took up painting a few years ago and two of her works hang in the church — one’s a 

painting of an angel.   She goes to the Y for exercise, and although she’s not as mobile as 

she once was, in the final year of her 7th decade this year…she’s not shy about accepting 

her brother Paul’s invitation to come visit him in Kansas City…or go on a cruise to 

Alaska. 

 

Her Sunday school teacher Cindy Jones says: 

“Patsy is very knowledgeable when it comes to the Bible. She knows specific details that 

are difficult for many to comprehend & especially difficult to regurgitate. She has  

a lot to add to the lessons. She doesn't give herself near enough credit.” 

But her church is happy to give her credit as a good model of faith and one of our 

outstanding older adults 
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Joe Ervin West, Jr. (71)  

Stanley White Presbyterian Church  

Roanoke Rapids, NC 

Joe West has been an active member of the 

Stanley White Presbyterian Church since 

1972, having served in various roles 

including elder. Since his retirement in 2007 

from a job that required a lot of travel, Joe 

has become a more active member. He is 

presently serving as President of Stanley 

White Presbyterian Church Corporation and 

again as an elder for the Class of 2017. He is 

diligently serving on the Church and 

Grounds Committee providing a leadership 

role in helping the church meets its fire 

safety requirements. Joe also regularly 

participates in the Presbyterian Men’s Group 

and is currently serving as treasurer. 

 

Community involvement includes working alongside other men to coordinate the Easter 

breakfast which is open to the community and held directly after the Stanley White Easter 

Sunrise Service. Joe's   community and church congregation contributions are exemplified 

through his participation in the Lenten Luncheon hosted by the church where he shares his 

cooking talents, friendly humor, and financial support of the designated charity. Other 

contributions include helping raise money for the Relay for Life fund and financial support 

for the different missions of the church. 

 

Joe's life bears witness to Christ working in him through his compassion for and giving to 

others, especially the less fortunate. This compassion along with his friendly and 

humorous personality enables him to reach out to all generations, passing on his 

philosophy that goodness from God prevails and the more you sow, the more you reap. 

 

Joe and his wife, Beverly has one daughter, Stephanie (Robert) Puckett, and four 

grandchildren, Rylan, Calder, Violet, & Stosh. 
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Peggy Wilkins (76)  

First Presbyterian Church  

Garner, NC 
The 2016 Outstanding Older Adult 

from the First Presbyterian Church of 

Garner is Peggy Wilkins.   Peggy is 

happily married to Cliff Johnson and 

the mother of Eric Wilkins.  Eric and 

his wife Wendy, along with their two 

daughters – Kasey 15, and Sydney 13, 

are active members of Discovery 

Presbyterian Church in Clayton.   She 

joined First Presbyterian Church about 

1970 when Eric was christened. 

 

She has been an active member of the 

church since that time, serving in 

numerous capacities.  Peggy loves people of all ages and attempts to meet them where they 

are and show loving concern for all.  She loves to greet and usher and enjoys preparing food 

and serving homeless people, a joint effort with Garner United Methodist Church. 

 

She served as President/Moderator of Presbyterian Women, as well as chair of Lillie Circle.  

Under the leadership of a fellow Circle member, she helped organize the first VIP (Very 

Important People over 60) luncheon.  They just recently had the 33rd VIP luncheon, and she 

continues to help with it. 

 

Peggy served on the Board of Deacons and was the first woman chair of that group.  During 

this time, she chaired the first Long Range Planning Committee for the church and compiled 

the report.  She is currently serving her third term on the Session and is chair of the Finance 

Committee for at least the second time.  As most of you know, this can be challenging and 

sometimes requires some creative solutions when problems arise. 

 

Her service did not wane when she became a senior adult.  Two of her terms on Session are 

since this passage. She served on a search committee for an associate pastor.  She is currently 

serving on the Transition Team assessing where the Church is and hopefully defining the 

attributes needed for the next pastor. 

 

 Peggy started teaching Sunday school in the Adult Class after 60 and leading Circle Bible 

studies.  She and Cliff enjoy finding and executing projects on the church grounds.   With two 

other Circle members, she coordinated the renovation of two bathrooms last year. 

 

Peggy hopes to continue service to First Presbyterian for a long time! 
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Robert (Bob) Wisniewski (67) 

Hillsborough Presbyterian 

Church  

Hillsborough, NC 

Bob joined Hillsborough 

Presbyterian in 2013, after him 

and his wife Dale moved to the 

area from Feura Bush, NY.  Bob 

and Dale married in 1984 and they 

both actively teach dog obedience 

classes.  They live with their 

Golden Retriever Barney, who 

they fostered before adopting, and 

their Flat Coated Retriever Luca.  

Bob is a former member of 

Onesquathaw Reformed Church in 

Feura Bush where he was ordained as a Deacon in 1995 and an Elder in 2001.  At 

Onesquathaw Reformed Church, Bob served as the advisor for the new pastor committee 

and was Vice President of the Consistory.  

 

Since joining our congregation, Bob has become immediately active in many areas of our 

church and in service.  In the Men's Fellowship he has participated in several of their 

events including help repairing the May Guest House at New Hope Camp and Conference 

Center and Easter Sunrise breakfast.  Bob has also participated in our congregation's work 

with the local mission Food for All by helping to prepare and deliver meals to the 

homeless in our community.   Bob is a member of our Magnetic Church commission and 

has participated in our town's Last Friday events when our church hosts musical groups 

and serves ice cream to those coming to enjoy the music.   Bob is one of the first into the 

kitchen to help wash dishes after a church-wide fellowship event.  He even volunteers to 

clean the kitchen for the Women's fellowship events and encourages others from Men's 

fellowship to join him in the kitchen. Most recently Bob served on our "Faith Forward: 

Building our Third Century of Mission and Worship" committee and was instrumental in 

helping our congregation exceed our Capital Campaign goals.   

 

Bob has an enthusiasm that is infectious and he serves God and the church joyfully.  He 

will gladly tell you that he feels it is a pleasure to help out, not an obligation. The Session 

of Hillsborough Presbyterian Church is proud to unanimously nominate Bob Wisniewski 

as an Outstanding Older Adult in our church and in the community. 
 


