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Jane (63) and Gerald (63) Batts 

~ West Haven Presbyterian 

Church, Rocky Mount, NC 
 

Jane and Gerald Batts are vital 

members of West Haven Presbyterian 

Church in Rocky Mount, North 

Carolina.  Upon completing honorable 

careers, they have dedicated 

themselves to serving their church and 

community. On Sunday mornings, you 

will see Jane surrounded by the little 

ones, as she loves to spoil them with 

goodies.  Gerald is seen shaking hands and greeting all who cross his path!  Both Jane and 

Gerald spread smiles and much love each Sunday morning to all our church family.  

 

At West Haven, Jane and Gerald are involved in the Men and Women Ministries.  They 

both share their cooking skills and their loving personalities.  They have both served on 

our session and are still involved in committee work. If there is a need they can meet, they 

are involved!  

 

Besides being involved in local ministries through West Haven, Jane and Gerald also are 

involved in global ministries.  Agape Village, an orphanage in Zambia, Africa, is very 

special to Jane and Gerald.  They have been very involved in building and setting up a 

school in this village.  They both travel to Africa and give their time and hearts to the 

children of this orphanage. 

 

Jane and Gerald are wonderful role models, as they continue to live fully in the abundant 

life offered by their savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Jane and Gerald have one daughter, Kim Batts. 
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Rachel Best (83) ~ Bethlehem 

Presbyterian Church, Mebane, NC 

 
Rachel is a longtime member of our church. 

She has served on the Pastoral Nominating 

Committee and has helped organize one of 

our favorite outreach projects - sending 

packages to those serving in the military. 

She has a warm and welcoming smile and is 

ready to help when there is a need. When 

asked about service to the church, she said, 

“I like to help those in need whether 

preparing a meal for a person home from the 

hospital, welcoming someone new to our 

community or visiting someone who cannot 

attend church any longer.” 

 

Rachel is faithful, warm and welcoming. 

She always thinks of others and is eager to 

help. For example, she made an appointment 

with our student pastor when he first arrived 

and took him to visit people in the 

community.  

 

Her family includes her daughter Sarah and her husband Frank and their two children 

Tyler and Lindsey. 
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Emalyne Ritchie Walls Catching 

(84) ~ First Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC 
 
Emalyne Ritchie Walls Catching is truly one of 

our own. Her grandparents and her parents were 

members of our church. Her grandfather was 

president of our Vanguard class, and his 

medallion is in our archives. What a legacy they 

left for us in the person of Emalyne! She can 

share a lot of history of those who helped lay the 

spiritual foundation of our church. Except for the 

time she lived out of town, she has been a 

member at First Presbyterian. 

 

Reaching out to those who are hurting is one of 

Emalyne's most endearing gifts! For those ladies 

in our church with limited abilities, she takes them 

to the hairdresser and sometimes to shop for their 

clothes, ending with a special lunch together. On 

Sunday Emalyne takes church bulletins to those 

in the hospital or to their homes. Until her health 

prohibited it, she showed up weekly to answer 

our church phones, and she always made those entering our facilities feel comfortable and welcomed. 

Emalyne also faithfully served our church as deacon. 

 

Working with our older adults was one of the loves of her life. Emalyne, along with Older Adult 

recipient, Glenn Rose, and others on her committee, planned special trips to Chicago, New York, 

Connecticut, and Washington, D.C. Her festive trips at Christmas are memories we will never forget. 

The annual Christmas luncheon at the Cardinal Club, complete with delightful entertainment, was 

the highlight of the year.  

 

For many years Emalyne organized a well-attended monthly breakfast at one of our restaurants. The 

homily was usually given by Dr. Paul Rowland, who always flavored his message with delightful humor. 

 

Emalyne has persevered through many heartaches, her own illnesses, and illnesses in her family, to be 

a strong Christian witness to our church family. She still attends her circle meetings and she quietly 

goes about serving our Lord without a lot of fanfare! 

 

We are so delighted to honor Emalyne Ritchie Walls Catching as our 2017 Older Adult Award 

nominee. 

 

Emalyne has two sons, Larry Preston and Herbert Walls. 
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Marilyn Chester (82) ~ Roxboro 

Presbyterian Church, Roxboro, 

NC 
 

Marilyn Chester exemplifies dedication to her faith, 

her church, and her community. Marilyn moved 

from Philadelphia to Roxboro in 1948 at the age of 

13. She became an official member of our Roxboro 

Presbyterian Church in 1949. After high school, she 

attended Peace College. Then, from 1956-1964, she 

served her country in the Air Force. While in the 

military, she specialized in Personnel Records. Her 

tours of duty took her to Germany, where she 

developed a love of travel, and she has since 

traveled to 32 countries! 

 

After eight and a half years in the Air Force, 

Marilyn returned to Roxboro and to Roxboro 

Presbyterian. She says she remembers attending her 

first Circle meeting in 1964. And from there, she 

went on to serve the Women of the Church as 

president, vice-president, secretary, and committee 

chair of Personal Faith and Family Life, Christian 

Community Action, and Ecumenical Mission. She 

also served for two years as treasurer of the New Hope Presbytery’s Women of the Church. 

 

Marilyn was first ordained as a deacon at Roxboro Presbyterian in 1982. She has served as both our 

disbursing treasurer and our receiving treasurer, and continues as the church’s receiving treasurer and an 

active member of the Finance Committee to this day. Marilyn is respected and trusted not only for her 

dedication to these responsibilities, but also for her utmost confidentiality when recording contributions 

and pledges. 

 

Along her faith journey, Marilyn has attended conferences in Montreat many times beginning with the 

Young People’s Conference in her youth, and continuing with several Women’s Conferences there. 

Montreat is one of her favorite places to visit and reflect. She also has fond memories of attending the 

Church World Conference along with 4,000 other ladies in Louisville, KY. She is an active member of 

our Fellowship Bible Study class, and of the church’s weekly Wednesday Morning Bible Study. 

 

In addition to serving her country and her church, Marilyn has also spent years living her faith in our 

community. She worked for Our Pride Company and for the NC Department of Social Services for 

decades. During her career, she was also an active member of the Roxboro Business and Professional 

Women’s Club. She is also a member of our local hospital’s auxiliary, serving on the Auxiliary Board for 

a number of years, and organizing fundraising events including uniform sales and jewelry sales. To this 

day, she faithfully volunteers in the hospital gift shop every week. 

 

Marilyn has a sister, Jane. 
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Lee Cranford (83) ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, Roanoke 

Rapids, NC 

 
Lee Cranford is nominated for this award 

for her long and active participation in the 

life of the Roanoke Rapids First 

Presbyterian Church.  A long-time member 

of the RRFPC, she served multiple times as 

a member of the deacons, the session, 

committee member, committee chair, Circle 

participant and Women of the Church 

president and member.  Along with all of 

this activity she held a special passion for 

Witness. In addition to being moderator of 

Witness and committee member for years 

she was active in the community in this 

capacity as well. She spent countless hours 

obtaining books for children in the Guardian 

ad litem program.  Additionally, she spent months obtaining and packing outdated medical 

supplies and equipment for the Medical Benevolence Foundation. 

 

Her children share Lee’s passion for witness.  Her daughter has gone on many trips to a 

Romanian orphanage and was instrumental in getting a medical facility built in a little 

town in Mexico.  Her son is married to an attorney that advocates for children.  Lee’s 

example had to direct her children in their activity. Lee also has three grandchildren. 
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Barbara Campbell Davis (75) ~ Mt. 

Pisgah Presbyterian Church, Rocky 

Mount, NC 
 
Barbara has been a Presbyterian all of her life. She grew 

up in Gregg Street Presbyterian Church (now Pinecrest 

Presbyterian Church) in Houston, Texas. Barbara has 

been active in the life of the church from an early age. 

She was involved in the presbytery youth council and 

part of a group of young people that integrated the 

presbytery and synod camps and conference centers. 

 

In college  she was involved in campus ministries  programs  

that consisted  of students from Texas Southern  University 

(where she was a student),  University of Houston  and  

Rice Institute  (University). 

 

At Pinecrest Barbara taught Sunday school classes from 

primary to senior high over many years. She went on 

mission trips that took young people to look at various 

colleges. She was ordained as an elder in 1973. 

 

Barbara's service to the larger church began in 1974 when she served on the Presbytery of Brazos (New 

Covenant) Witness Committee. 

 

Barbara has been involved in the life of the church in volunteer positions for over 37 years.  She has 

served as vice chair and chair of the General Assembly Mission Board, PCUS, Presbyterian Church in 

the United States delegate to Consultation on Church Union, member of the Church Employed Women's 

Committee, PCUS, moderator of the Synod of the Red River, PCUS, Delegate to World Council of 

Churches, PCUS, member Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program Board, Delegate World Alliance 

of Reformed Churches, chair of the Stewardship and Communication Development Ministry Unit, 

Member of Trustees, UTS, Richmond, Davidson College Delegate World Alliance of Reformed 

Churches, Debrecen, Hungary, and a Member of Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program Board. 

 

Barbara was the Associate Executive for Mission Funding and Interpretation in the Synod of the Sun in 

Denton, TX before she came to New Hope as the Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk in 1992 and retired in 

2011.  

 

Since retirement Barbara has kept busy being the president of Edgecombe Cultural Arts Council and 

member 2009-2015, Master Gardner volunteer from 2011 to present, Edgecombe County Tourism 

Ambassador, Town of Tarboro Citizen Police Academy, Edgecombe County Extension Agency 

Advisory Council, Edgecombe Community College Board of Trustees – 2015, Democratic Women of 

Edgecombe County, Friends of Edgecombe County Memorial Library, Friends of State of North Carolina 

Libraries, League of Women Voters, Black Caucus of New Hope Presbytery, and Town of Tarboro 

AARP Chapter. Barbara is a member of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and enjoys reading, gourmet cookery, 

gardening and sewing. 

 

Barbara has two sons, Charles Carr "Chris" and Anthony McBride "Tony" (deceased), and one grandson, 

Pattric Lackins. 
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Marge Enberg (76) ~ Westminster 

Presbyterian Church, Durham, NC 
 
As you chat with Marge Enberg, it is evident that 

Christ has been working throughout her life.  Marge 

was raised in Michigan in a small farming community 

about 40 miles outside of Detroit. The people in this 

small community knew one another and cared deeply 

for each other, and it was in this environment that 

Marge learned to care for others. Marge had four sisters 

so there was always someone to play with, and her 

family attended the Congregational Church. Her 

parents were very active church members and family 

social activities were central around church, so it was 

here where her faith was instilled.   

 

Marge graduated from the University of Michigan where she majored in business administration, and she married 

her husband, Dennis Enberg, shortly after college.  After Dennis finished the Navy, he pursued his bachelors, 

masters and later his PhD in Geography. It was his PhD program that brought them to Chapel Hill in 1966 in order 

for him to serve as a teaching assistant and complete his degree. The initial plan was to move after a few years but 

they both fell in love with the North Carolina weather given you can enjoy being outdoors year round!   

 

Marge completed her Master of Arts in College Teaching from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She 

describes herself as a lifelong educator and her gifts and talents for teaching have been exhibited in some capacity 

off and on her entire life.  Marge is particularly fond of teenagers and she taught robotics, desktop publishing and 

computer applications at the Durham Academy Upper School for 25 years. She really enjoyed the variety each day 

brought with kids at that age.   

 

One of Marge’s achievements are that her children are good parents, and she makes sure her schedule is flexible in 

order to help out the grandkids which she clearly enjoys doing! When chatting with Marge, you feel her sense of 

appreciation of life and her energy to be as involved and engaged as much as possible. Whether it is with her 

grandchildren, working outdoors which she dearly loves, helping with a church initiative, working with teenagers 

and continuing to educate, she lives her life fully.  

 

Continuing on that note, Marge’s contributions to the life of WPC and the community have been many. Marge and 

Dennis joined University Presbyterian Church where Marge was ordained as an elder when they first moved to 

North Carolina. In 1990, they moved to Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC) given the extensive focus on 

outreach. Marge served in the following capacities over the years at WPC: deacon, Stephen Minister, and liaison to 

the kindergarten, Sunday school teacher, confirmand mentor, accompanied youth to Mexico, joined in disaster 

relief efforts in North Carolina, Haiti, Nashville, and the Gulf Coast. Marge has been a member of Seekers for 20 

years and she went with the youth on the Appalachian Service Project in the mountains of NC 2 years ago. Marge is 

currently on the Birthday Committee and in the Monday morning Bible Study. She continues to send cards and 

postcards to church members to express care or to celebrate special occasions.  Additionally, Marge served in 

community roles as a Girl Scout leader, teacher at the community college level and in various community settings 

such as Operation Breakthrough, BC/BS, and the VA.  In summary, Marge is an outstanding person who has 

impacted many, and all who know her are the better for it.    

 

Marge and Dr. Dennis Enberg (deceased) have three children, Erik, Jill and Jon and nine grandchildren. 
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Bob (76) and Carolyn (80) Fleming ~ 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

Wendell, NC 
 

Bob and Carolyn Fleming has been an asset 

to Covenant Presbyterian Church.  Bob leads 

our Handy Hands ministry, has worked on 

numerous disaster rebuilding projects not 

only in NC, but other states as well.  Bob 

goes to where ever there is a need and does 

not limit himself to our area.  He also is part 

of the team that maintains the church 

grounds.  Bob is dependable and can always 

be called upon when there is a need in the 

church, community or individuals.  He gives 

selflessly.  He routinely participates with our 

youth and volunteers to give the Children’s 

Sermon.  He attends church, sings in the 

choir, delivers the Children's Sermon and is 

always ready to lend a hand whenever  or where ever it is needed  Bob’s message is 

simple, treat others like you would like to be treated, love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and follow in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 

While Bob works outside on buildings, actually building things and building relationships, 

Carolyn’s main focus are the children.  Carolyn began and maintains the children’s church 

for the elementary school age children.  She teaches Sunday school and strives to show 

Jesus’ love throughout her day.  Carolyn is gifted with a fine sense of design.  She creates 

beautiful arrangements for the church tables.  She gives of her time and talents, reaching 

out to children within our church and our community.  She has even played the piano for 

services. Carolyn makes all feel welcome and loved at Covenant. 

 

Bob and Carolyn give of their time and talents to the church, the community and to their 

personal ministries.  They are a humble couple that gives freely.  Our church is richer with 

these people that show our youth that age knows no boundaries when serving the Lord.  
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Mary Lou Fountain (85) ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, Rocky 

Mount, NC 
 

Mary Lou Fountain has been a member of 

First Presbyterian Church in Rocky Mount 

for sixty-two years.  She is a committed 

disciple of Christ, who has quietly 

volunteered her time to teach, and to serve 

the Lord.  She is an inspiration and role 

model for people of all ages, in the church 

and in the community at large.  She has a 

loving spirit, and is committed to serving 

others. 

 

During worship services Mary Lou has 

served as both a greeter and an usher.  She 

has delivered meals to homebound members 

of the church and to people who are sick, or 

bereaved.  She delivers meals for the Meals-

On-Wheels program.  Mary Lou has been 

active in the many programs of the Women of Church, and has hosted numerous circle 

meetings, as well as insightfully taught the Bible Study lesson for the Circle of Friends.     

 

When the Reverend Bettie Kirkpatrick formed the Spiritual Nurture Group at the church, 

Mary Lou was one of the group’s original members.  Always an encourager in the faith, 

Mary Lou is an outstanding teacher, and has taught for the Adult Sunday school program 

for many wonderful years.  She is a committed Christian who is constant in her desire to 

understand and interpret the word of God.  Always prepared, always willing to give 

someone a hand, she inspires those who know her!  It is my great pleasure to recognize 

Mary Lou Fountain as the 2017 nominee for the Outstanding Older Adult Award!  
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Olene Franks (89) ~ Milner 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC 
 

Olene describes herself as a do-er and that is a 

fitting description for this active church member! In 

her sixty or so years at Milner, she has done it all – 

including teaching second graders for twenty years, 

serving as a circle chair and Bible moderator, 

traveling with our youth, as well as serving as a 

deacon, elder, and on numerous committees. 

Currently, Olene is a substitute teacher for an adult 

Sunday school class, a hostess for our coffee hour 

prior to worship and is one of the worship offering 

counters. She is a dedicated member of Milner; 

always positive, always smiling, and always 

exemplifying her faith. 

 

She and her husband, Caspian, joined Milner after 

the Rev. Russell Buffaloes (Caspian’s cousin) 

married them at First Vanguard Presbyterian 

Church in downtown Raleigh. That was before 

Vanguard was moved and renamed for Mr. Henry 

Milner who gave the church our present beautiful 

big location at the corner of New Bern and King Charles. With Russell Buffaloes’ encouragement, Olene 

joined and jumped right in to serve here. 

 

Named for one of her mother’s closest friends, Olene spent her early years on a family farm near Willow 

Spring. After her father’s death from pneumonia at age 34, her mother brought her four young children to 

Raleigh where her maternal grandparents and extended family lived. Olene completed her eleven grades 

of school here – that was before there were twelve grades. Since there was no money for college, she put 

her high school business courses to good use, working as a secretary for a Raleigh insurance company. 

She remained there during her entire work life, ending her career as an insurance adjuster. 

 

She met her husband, Caspian Sea Franks, at a dance. After returning from the war, where he had 

received two purple hearts and many other medals, Caspian went to work in food sales. Olene remembers 

when she got married at age 19 her wedding dress cost $25. The Franks had one daughter, Mona, who 

lives in Mount Pleasant with her husband Jim, and two grandchildren, Erin and Jimmy. Erin and her 

husband Matt, who live in Raleigh, are the parents of Olene’s great-granddaughter, Charlotte. Jimmy and 

wife Rachel live in the DC area. Her family is a very close one.  Olene is very talented. She has enjoyed 

painting and has displayed some of her work on the walls of her home. Also, she sewed for years, 

including making many clothes when Mona was a child and even smocking little girls’ dresses for family 

and friends. She loves traveling, especially cruises, playing golf, and sharing tomatoes from her garden. 

 

Olene feels blessed… with her long marriage of 64 years and being able to care at home for her invalid 

husband in his final years… blessed with her close and loving family… and blessed with her church. And, 

we feel blessed to call her our friend! 
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John (84) and Sylvia (83) Gordon ~ 

West Raleigh Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC  
 
John and Sylvia Gordon are both lifelong Presbyterians 

and met at a Montreat Youth Conference. Each went to a 

Presbyterian college - John at Davidson College and 

Sylvia at Queens. They married in 1956, immediately 

after John returned home from basic training for the U.S. 

Army, and will celebrate their 61
st
 Anniversary this 

summer. John and Sylvia have two children, Jay and 

Catherine, and two grandsons, Benny and Jack. 

 

Both John and Sylvia have been long-time educators, in 

church and in the community. Sylvia taught in Baltimore 

when John was assigned to a military post there. After 

his service, John went to Duke Law School and later 

taught business law at NC State University for 13 years. 

Sylvia taught English, and would eventually work at the 

NC Library for the Visually Impaired. 

 

John and Sylvia joined West Raleigh Presbyterian 

Church in 1964. The pastor at West Raleigh at the time 

was John Brown, the minister who officiated at their wedding eight years prior! Since their arrival, John and Sylvia 

have been exceptionally active and faithful members. 

 

Sylvia has been a teacher in Vacation Bible School and taught the 3 year old class in the Children’s Center at West 

Raleigh. She also taught Sunday school for elementary grades.  In 1966, she co-founded a contemporary literature 

circle which is still active today. Sylvia has been the Horizons Bible teacher for her current circle for 14 years. 

 

John has served terms on the session and the diaconate, and also was the church treasurer for a number of years. He 

has served on innumerable committees. John has also been a teacher for adult Sunday school, teaching at least four 

different classes for years at a time. John credits his parents as providing his role models for teaching, as both his 

father and his mother were public school and Sunday school teachers. John has also been the program chair and 

yearbook publisher for the Fellowship Club for years—his photography always graces the cover. 

 

Perhaps the most visible contribution made to West Raleigh by John and Sylvia is their active participation in West 

Raleigh’s thriving Arts Ministry. Sylvia is a very talented painter and John is renowned for his photography. They 

recently put on a joint show exhibiting their works as part of the Arts Ministry, a growing and very important part 

of the ministries at West Raleigh. 

 

John and Sylvia are members of the Presbyterian Historical Society enjoying trips to various Presbyterian heritage 

sites. They are also very active in the Thomas Wolfe Society, for many years traveling to the annual meetings. 

Their Christmas cards to members always featured one of John’s photographs of a “Thomas Wolfe Angel” and 

were treasured by the lucky recipients. 

 

Together, John and Sylvia have been an abiding source of energy and love at West Raleigh, and it is a far richer 

place for their efforts. 
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Robert Grady "Bob" (85) ~ Hudson 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC 
 

When a person is referred to as a “pillar of the church” 

he or she is probably a longstanding member who has 

participated in all phases of church life, and done it 

with great humility and little fanfare.  At Hudson 

Memorial, that person is Robert “Bob” Grady.  Bob 

has consistently shown his love for and commitment 

to the church for forty-nine years. 

 

Bob was born in High Point, NC on September 24, 

1931 and attended school there.  In 1951, one month 

after marrying his wife Peggy, he was off to serve in 

the Korean conflict with the US Air Force.  Upon his 

return, he attended NC State and earned a BS degree 

in Forest Management. 

 

In 1967, Bob and Peggy joined Hudson Memorial 

where they have worked tirelessly over the years.  Bob 

has served on the board of deacons and the session.  

He often ushers for church services and is the head 

usher for the Memorial Guild.  On many Sundays you will find him greeting in the church narthex. In the past, 

Bob has taught Sunday school for middle and high school students and now attends the John Knox class. 

 

Other church activities include serving on the Global Missions Committee and serving on two pastor search 

committees (including the search for our current pastor, Mac Schafer).  Bob was also instrumental in starting 

the ROMEO’s, a breakfast fellowship group for retired men of the church. 

 

One of the newer ministries of the church that has claimed Bob’s interest and expertise is Hudson’s Handy 

Helpers.  This group performs a variety of free services for church members, such as home repairs, hauling, 

and yard clean-up.  Bob participates regularly with church-wide “clean-up days.”  Recently Bob built a 

beautiful wooden box, placed at the HMPC Labyrinth to hold prayers and notes. 

 

Bob and his wife, Peggy (who was honored in 2014 as Outstanding Older Adult), participate in several church 

activities together.  Once a month they volunteer for Meals-on-Wheels.  Both volunteer at North Raleigh 

Ministries where Bob delivers all of Hudson’s food donations as well as checks out the electrical items 

donated to the NRM Thrift Store.  But probably the biggest contribution they make to the older adults at 

Hudson is through the Amazing Grays, our senior fellowship. He serves on the finance committee for the 

group and helps Peggy set up for the monthly bridge club.  Bob is responsible for the tablecloths for their 

monthly meal and for the book table where books are offered for free circulation each month.   

 

Bob and Peggy’s family consists of son, Randy and his wife Julaine; son, Brian; and two grandchildren, 

Katherine and Marshall. 

 

Bob Grady is truly a pillar of Hudson Memorial.  His faith, wisdom, leadership and service are unmatched.    
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Virginia Gray Green "Gin" (75) ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, Wilson, NC 

 
First Presbyterian Church, Wilson, North Carolina 

recognizes Virginia Gray Green (Gin) as their 2017 

Outstanding Older Adult. Her passion and commitment 

has always been teaching biblical truths to young people 

and to the Presbyterian Women. As her four children 

grew up in the church, she taught Sunday school, 

Vacation Bible School and served as co-leader for the 

youth fellowship program.  For sixteen years, she wrote 

the curriculum and taught the confirmation class of 

seventh graders. Her passion for teaching bible lessons 

was also expressed in being a bible moderator for her 

circle, a privilege she still enjoys.  Gin has had the 

delightful experience of teaching Impact lessons to her 

granddaughters and their friends at White Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC. 

 

Gin's organizational skills have been utilized throughout 

the years in her committed service as the chairperson of 

the Chancel Service Guild. For eighteen years, she served as chairperson for the annual Moravian 

Lovefeast service. Her interest in the Chrismon tree that decorates our sanctuary is on-going as she 

supports the younger chairperson with gentle reminders about the beautiful hand-made Chrismons. Each 

year she checks the ornaments for repairs and replacements. Several of her hand-made Chrismons hang on 

our tree. 

 

In 1985, Gin was honored as the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Member. The Presbyterian Women 

organization has been a part of her life since moving to Wilson in 1964. She served where she was needed 

including serving twice as PW Moderator. She is the chairperson of her care team which provides a meal 

to a grieving family. For several years, Gin has organized a church wide baked potato fund raiser to give 

financial support to our young people attending youth conferences. She represented First Presbyterian 

Church at Church Women United and served briefly on the presbytery council. 

 

In her church related community service, Gin chairs a group of women who make soup for the 

Community Soup Kitchen. For many years she volunteered at the Salvation Army Christmas registration, 

delivered Meals on Wheels and continues to support the annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

ministry. 

 

Gin feels that it is the obligation and the privilege of the older women to mentor the younger women in  

the work and worship of the church. A Proverbs 31 woman speaks to Virginia Gray Green, "She opens 

her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue." Proverbs 31:26 

 

Gin and E. Leo Green, Jr. have two daughters, Sabra Green and Mary Virginia Liles, two sons, E. Leo 

Green, III and Robert Dail Green, and seven grandchildren, Leo Green, IV and Gaillard Green, Robert 

Dail, Albert and Joseph Green, and Mary Brafford and Virginia Kea Liles. 
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James Cecil Henderson, Jr. (69) ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, Smithfield, NC  
 
James Cecil Henderson, Jr. is a life-long member of First 
Presbyterian Church, Smithfield. He is married to Deborah Exum 
Henderson, another life-long member of FPC, and they are the proud 
parents of two daughters, Sarah and Jaime, and the proud 
grandparents of four grandchildren, Hannah, James, Charlie, and 
Cambell.  
 
Jim has always been a supportive and active member of First 
Presbyterian, Smithfield. He has served on a pastor nominating 
Committee, two search committees for choir directors, one search 
committee for a hand bell director, and one for a director of 
Christian Education. Jim has chaired and been a member of both the 
Personnel Committee and the Finance Committee. He has taught 
Sunday school for two– to four-year-olds and middle and high 
school youth. He has been a youth leader. Jim served on the steering 
committee and transition team for our newest building addition.  
 
Jim is an Army veteran, having served a tour of duty in Vietnam. 
Every year he shows his patriotism by taking his children, 
grandchildren, and anyone else who will go along to the Veterans’ 
Day Service in Smithfield. In the community, Jim was the Johnston 
County Child Support Director of Social Services until his 
retirement at age 62. He helped with the renovation of Smithfield 
High School and the establishment of the A.G. Glenn Building 
which houses the history and memorabilia of the school.  
 
When Nan Jones, a social worker who is also a First Presbyterian, 

decided to foster and later to adopt two children, Jim showed his true spirit. The following is her testimonial to Jim’s character: 

-My appreciation and love for Jim Henderson is immeasurable and without proper words of gratitude.  I have known Jim 
basically all of my life as he and my father were friends since childhood.  I’ve heard many fun stories and fond memories from 
my dad; however, Mr. Henderson created the most memorable experiences for my family after I became a foster and adoptive 
parent in the late 1990’s.   

-As a single parent I was desperately in need of positive role models for my children.  As one individual, I knew I couldn’t rear 
these two beautiful children alone or without help.  Mr. Henderson stepped up to the plate and selflessly offered himself in 
many settings to be an encouraging and exemplary mentor and friend to my children. Every Sunday morning the children 
would gleam with excitement when they saw their friend, Mr. Jim, who always had a candy “just for them” stuffed away in his 
jacket pocket.  This small treat was a constant and steadfast way to make trusting friends with these little people. They have 
never forgotten that small gesture which went so far to make them feel at home in a new church family.   

-Jim and his wife, Debbie, had no grandchildren during those days, so they borrowed my children for fun adventures in the 
community. They took them to see the local Christmas lights, buy candy at the old general store, and visit Santa.  Jim and 
Debbie acted as surrogate grandparents, baby-sitters, mentors, counselors, and taxi service.  This couple bought Girl Scout 
cookies, Boy Scout popcorn, and even supported a litany of band fundraisers the whole time these children were in school. 
They attended birthday parties and remembered the children during special events.  Jim continued to be a go-to person when 
my son needed a ride or someone to talk to even into adulthood. 

-Ever the Southern gentleman, Mr. Jim went above and beyond when my daughter was in fifth grade and needed an escort to 
cotillion. The final night of cotillion class is capped off with a daddy/daughter or mother/son evening.  My daughter, Maggie, 
enjoyed cotillion and was excited about dressing in her new fineries and showing what she had learned; however, she had no 
father with whom to perform the ritual daddy/daughter dance or to usher her to the party.  With his usual good humor, kind 
heart, and trusty chariot, Jim collected my daughter at our home and escorted her to an evening she will never forget.  Jim 
made precious memories for a young child who had a tough beginning in life, but found a true friend in this special church 
member.  He treated her as well as any princess has ever been treated and left her grinning and giggling when the evening came 
to a close.   

-When children are baptized in our faith, the congregation is asked to make a commitment to help rear the children and, as 
stated in the Book of Order, “to guide and nurture…by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and 
follow Christ and to be faithful members of his church." Jim Henderson doesn’t take this commitment lightly, and he most 
definitely lives his faith and has supported these children from the time he first met them until the present. He is a living 
example of Christian love, acceptance, justice, and benevolence with lots of laughs thrown in for good measure.” 
First Presbyterian Church is proud to call Jim Henderson our own and to select him for this honor from New Hope Presbytery. 
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Loretta H. Highfield (70) ~ Wake 

Forest Presbyterian Church, Wake 

Forest, NC 
 
Loretta Highfield’s gentle words, her leadership, and 

her quiet work behind the scenes bear constant 

witness to the presence of Christ in her life. She has 

the gift of hospitality and puts her personal and 

creative touches into everything she does.  

 

Loretta started her career as a teacher of Inuit girls in 

Churchill, Canada. Not only was she their teacher, she 

also taught the girls how to sew their own clothing. 

She taught until the age of 66 and received Teacher of 

the Year awards on multiple occasions. Now she 

applies her teaching skills to Covenant Group 

Training and to designing and delivering meaningful 

programs for women’s ministry. 

 

Loretta’s gift of hospitality has served her well. As fellowship deacon, she is involved in all the special events 

of the church calendar year. In 2016, she also played a major role in the planning of the Wake Forest 

Presbyterian Church 25th Anniversary celebration and created a slide show of the church’s history for the 

anniversary church service. She is co-leader of the Women’s Ministry and facilitator of Mornings with Christ 

Bible Study. Working alongside the Knitting/Sewing Ministry, she sews blankets for the homeless and knits 

hats for babies. She also helps with the creation of costumes for Walk through Bethlehem, Wake Forest 

Presbyterian Church’s annual Christmas event which has a cast and crew of more than two hundred and fifty 

people. Yet, no matter how busy Loretta is, on Tuesday mornings, she works in the church kitchen helping 

prepare the church’s weekly congregational dinners, and on Wednesday nights she helps serve.  

 

Responding to need in the community and beyond, Loretta tutors children at Hope Village and packs lunches 

for Brown Bag Ministry. Her Mornings with Christ Bible Study provides monthly lunches and birthday parties 

for the elderly residents of Turnberry Estates. She has walked in Relay for Life and Crop Walk, served in 

Raleigh Summer Mission weeks, and prepared dinners during the weeks Family Promise homeless families 

stay at the church.  

  

Loretta is an outstanding role model for people of every age. She is always busy, yet she still finds time to be a 

mother and a grandmother in the most wonderful ways. She gifted her grandson, Braedon, with her own faith 

statement and journey during his confirmation year. Last summer, she took her granddaughter, Julia, on a 

family mission trip in Raleigh. She was the oldest person on the mission trip, and it provided Julia with 

memories she will never forget. In the loving words of Loretta’s daughter, Marla, “My mom gives endlessly to 

our family. We are so blessed with everything she does for us. She is a role model to me and also my best 

friend. She is the hands and feet of Christ.”   

 

Loretta Highfield has achieved all this since the age of 60. We at Wake Forest Presbyterian Church have 

witnessed her dedicated service, her devotion to God’s Word in thought and in action, and the strength of her 

faith. She is a blessed example for us all.   

 

Loretta and Edward (deceased) have two children, Troy Highfield and Marla (Bill) Seymour, and two 

grandchildren, Braedon and Julia. 
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Bill Hillhouse (87) ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, New Bern, NC 
 

When Bill and Betsy Hillhouse joined First Church 

New Bern in 2001, they were immediately 

identifiable as “church people” — those who, 

without invitation, were there when the doors were 

open and work was to be done. 

 
Born into an active Presbyterian family in 

Rutherfordton, New Jersey, where his father was 

clerk of session, Bill was active in the Boy Scout 

Troop sponsored by the church. He graduated from 

Rutherford schools and from New Hampton Prep 

School in New Hampshire before attending 

Allegheny College where he graduated, lettered in 

soccer, sang in the Glee Club and was a member of 

Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. 

 
Uncle Sam called him and he spent two years stationed at the Pentagon doing Army security work. After 

his discharge he drove to the West Coast and worked in a lumber mill for three months in Oregon. 

Returning home he worked at his family-owned lumber yard in Rutherfordton, NJ. 

 
In 1957 Bill met Betsy on a blind date in April; they were engaged on the Fourth of July, and married in 

November. 

 
They and their four children were active in the Wayne Presbyterian Church in Wayne, N.J. for 43 years. 

Betsy and Bill are both elders; Bill served on the board of deacons for 14 years; and led a Scout Troop for 

12 years. He was on the Building Committee for a new Fellowship Hall and worked on finishing the 

interior. 

 
Bill has been on the Property Committee for many years and is always conscious of the budget. He has 

been a capable and skilled member of the “fix-it” crew where he says his first job was scraping and 

painting a half block of 1909 iron fencing. He helped erect lamp posts on the campus and volunteered as a 

yard bird edging and cleaning the campus. He is active in his House Church which he led for several years 

and is treasurer of Presbyterian Men. He ushers and is on a special team of ushers and greeters for funeral 

services. 

 
First Presbyterian Church is blessed by Bill’s outstanding faithfulness and dedication to Christ and to our 

congregation. He is truly an Outstanding Older Adult. 

 

Bill and Betsy have one daughter, three sons and five grandchildren. 
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Vickie H. Hillman (73) ~ 

Plainview Presbyterian 

Church, Angier, NC 
 

Vickie joined Plainview church on 

July 2, 1954 by profession of faith. 

Vickie was active in the youth of the 

church for many years and has 

continued to be a vital part in the 

Women of the Church Organization 

by holding officer positions for many 

years. 

 

Vickie has received the Honorary Life 

Membership Award presented by the Presbyterian Women. Vickie has and continues to 

teach a Sunday school class. She is active in the church choir and visits the shut-ins in our 

church and community. 

 

Vickie was ordained as a ruling elder on July 19, 2015 and is active in her duties as an 

elder. 

 

Plainview is very fortunate to have Vickie as a church member and as a part of our church 

family. 

 

Vickie lives in Angier with her husband Richard.  They have one daughter, Anita, one 

deceased son, two grandchildren, Victoria and J.D., and one great-grandchild, McKay. 
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Betty Leary (70) ~ Roberson 

Chapel Presbyterian Church, 

Williamston, NC 

 
Betty Leary is the epitome of a selfless 

servant and a tireless worker for the 

Kingdom of God. A North Carolina 

native, Betty has worked on farms and in 

factories, where her cheerful and positive 

attitude made her popular with her co-

workers and supervisors. She has actively 

volunteered with the local schools and 

with various youth softball leagues. 

 

Betty became active in Roberson Chapel 

Church in 2003 during the ministry of the 

Rev. Bob Clark. Her ministry involves 

working with children and bringing her 

grandchildren who have become active 

participants in church programs at the 

Roberson Chapel church. At Roberson 

Chapel, Betty sings in the choir, teaches 

Sunday school and has served as elder for many years. She currently serves as clerk of 

session. She has served on pastoral nominating committees and is active in PW, serving as 

moderator and vice moderator and attends presbytery meetings whenever possible. 

 

Her supreme faith and devotion to duty is evident to all. She is most deserving of the 2017 

Outstanding Older Adult Award for Roberson Chapel Presbyterian Church. 

 

Betty and Raymond have two daughters, Shelby and Donna, one son, David and lots of 

grandchildren. 
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Dick (73) and Lynne (72) 

Marks ~ First 

Presbyterian Church, 

Greenville, NC  
 
Lynne (72) and Dick (73) Marks have 

been active members of First Presbyterian 

Church since coming to Greenville in 

1976.  Both have had distinguished 

professional careers as well as being 

dedicated servants to our Lord through the 

many ways they have served in our First 

Presbyterian Church, Presbytery and 

PCUSA and have touched lives wherever they served. 

 

Lynne and Dick met at the University of Richmond through ecumenical gatherings.  They married in 1966, are the proud 

parents of Chris (Jessica) and Brian (Teri) and have five grandchildren, Dorothy, Gabriel, Patrick, Cara, and Alec. 

 

Lynne received a BA from the University of Richmond in Music and is an accomplished flutist.  She then received a Master's 

in Flute Performance from Indiana University.  As their children were graduating, she received a Master's in Social Work from 

East Carolina University.  Dick graduated from University of Richmond with a BA in Chemistry; he then received his PhD in 

Chemistry from Indiana University. 

 

After teaching at New Jersey Medical for four years, Dick came to ECU in 1976 and was on the faculty at Brody School of 

Medicine for thirty-one years, retiring in 2007.  He had an outstanding career as a professor of biochemistry and was 

recognized for many accomplishments; his most outstanding achievements were that he received the Distinguished Professor 

for Teaching from the University of NC Board of Governors in 1995 and the Board of Governor's Award for Excellence in 

Teaching in 1998.  He was the graduation speaker at one of The Fall Commencements. 

 

Lynne and Dick have both been involved in numerous areas at First Presbyterian Church, Presbytery and PCUSA.  The longer 

they have been in Greenville, the more involved they have become in practically every area of the Church. 

 

Lynne was involved in 1983 when reunion occurred between the South and the North Presbyterians.  She was invited to join a 

South Africa contingent under Synod Social Justice Committee during the time Nelson Mandela was in prison. She is involved 

in the Healthy Boundaries program, Presbytery Engagement Team, Peacemaking and has worked with churches within 

presbytery that are discerning staying or leaving PCUSA. Lynne has also spoken at General Assembly in Detroit concerning 

gun violence and in Salt Lake City concerning women’s issues as a result of merging our two denominations. 

 

She is an elder and a deacon, has moderated Stewardship Committee, Board of Deacons, Worship Ministry, is involved in 

Sunday school as a member and a teacher;  spreading the word about peacemaking, Peace Discernment Project; helped re-write 

by-laws for FPC, held workshops about the Peace Discernment project, has been a choir member since 1976, was employed as 

Children and Youth Music Director, directed choirs, musicals, and instrumental groups, choir co-librarian recently, playing the 

flute and recorder for service music during all this time.  She has taught Confirmation class several times especially when FPC 

was between pastors.  Lynne received Honorary Life Membership of Presbyterian Women in 1992. 

 

She has been actively involved in the community through Interfaith Alliance PCUSA missionary work, and has spoken on 

human trafficking.  She is certified and trained in guiding people who want to create legal documents concerning end of life 

care. No matter where she has served, she has been and is always well received and appreciated for all that she does. 

 

While Lynne has been and continues to be extremely active in all areas of peacemaking, higher understanding of “touchy 

subjects,” Dick has been equally involved in all areas of FPC, Presbytery and the PCUSA.  He is highly respected by FPC, the 

Presbytery and PCUSA. 

 



22 

 

Carey Matthews McMains (74) ~ 

Cornerstone Presbyterian Church, 

Cary, NC 

 
Carey Matthews McMains was born July 2, 1942 at 

the original Rex Hospital in Raleigh, NC.  She is 

one of a very few members of Cornerstone who is 

home grown to this area.  She was brought up in 

West Raleigh Presbyterian Church where she taught 

Sunday school.  She is the older sister to her 

cherished three brothers, Dudley, Tim and David.  

After graduating from Needham Broughton High 

School she went on to Peace College and graduated 

with a teaching degree from ECU.  She moved to 

Virginia to start her teaching career and met the 

love of her life, Worth McMains.  They were married at West Raleigh Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC 

and moved back to the Raleigh area. 

 

Carey and Worth have four sons; Worthy, Mark, John and Dan, 12 grandchildren and one great grandchild.  If 

you ask Carey she will tell you that bringing up sons has been both a joy and hard work.  Her extended family 

has brought her great joy and they are very devoted to her.  Her best friend is her sister-in-law, Ruth McMains, 

who has recently moved down to North Carolina from upstate New York; no telling what these two will get 

into.  She and Worth celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary November 27, 2016 with a wonderful party in 

Cornerstone’s new atrium. 

 

After moving to Apex, Carey joined Cary Presbyterian Church, and she was an active member for many years.  

She taught Sunday school and was a leader in the Women of the Church.  When the presbytery decided to start 

a church in western Cary, called Davis Drive Fellowship, which became Cornerstone Presbyterian Church, 

Carey became a founding member.  She continued her ministry in Christian education and service to others. 

 

Cornerstone was blessed with a generous giver of time and talent when Carey joined our ranks.  She is a leader 

in our Sunday school program teaching everyone from young children to adults over the years.  She was 

ordained a deacon on June 5, 2005, and has continued her gift of hospitality and service to others through the 

hospitality ministry, delivering bread and visiting the shut-ins.  Bible study is Carey’s forte.  She has led many 

of them and has been a member of many more, always coming prepared to give you just one more piece of 

information not included in the study.  She enjoys singing in the choir and you can see this joy when she sings 

praises to the Lord. 

 

Carey loves to travel and cherished the trip to the Holy Land she and her mother took in the 1980’s.  She and 

Worth (a Navy man) love to cruise and hope to do more in the future.  Her middle name is GO. 

 

Carey works part time at her sons business J&D Tree Pros.  While talking to her son Dan, he mentioned that a 

customer had recently said to him “that Carey is the largest asset to your company and she makes her 

customers feel like part of the family.”  The truth about Carey is that she truly loves meeting people and 

doesn’t know a stranger.  Her faith shines through in whatever she does and whomever she is with.  

Cornerstone would be lost without her sweet smile and loving heart.  She is a true child of Christ serving Him 

with every breath she takes. 
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Ann Honeycutt Medlin (78) ~ 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC 
 
Longtime Westminster Presbyterian Church member Ann 

Medlin shows that she's an Outstanding Older Adult in many 

ways - in her ongoing participation in the church, in her 

continuing support for the ill and shut-in members of its 

community, and in her deep-rooted connections with her 

family. 

 

Ann is a lifelong resident of Raleigh and a proud graduate of 

public schools Hayes Barton Elementary and Needham B. 

Broughton High School. She grew up at Westminster and 

became a member in 1952 as a young teen. All it takes to be 

reminded of her family's long history with the congregation is a 

glance behind the building toward the former North Vanguard 

Presbyterian Church manse. That is where Rev. R. K. 

Davenport married her parents in 1934, the year they joined. 

 

As a child, Ann loved the activities offered by the church, 

Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, Sunday afternoon 

programs, meals, and other gatherings that were popular with her two brothers and neighborhood friends. She remembers 

Rev. Don Carson leading the congregation when her family joined, as well as favorite Sunday school teachers such as 

Bill Mangum, Bernice Jones, and Edith Yopp (who at 94, still belongs to Westminster).  

 

As a high school senior, Ann was awarded a scholarship to Peace College. There she served as president of the Day 

Students organization and graduated with an Associate's Degree in Business. Her early career was with ITT 

Telecommunications, where she worked for almost 12 years. After that, she joined the state's Division of Services for the 

Blind. She worked there for 32 years, retiring in 2003 from her role as an Administrative Secretary. 

 

Over the last 14 years, Ann has continued to meet monthly with other retirees, actively participating in the NC State 

Employees Association. Retirement has also provided more time to care for her mother, to spend time with special 

friends, and most of all to assist her nieces and nephews with their precious little ones. Ann calls them her "grands" - all 

the more special because she didn't have children herself. One niece has nine children and Ann has been an indispensable 

member of their household. Through it all, Ann has personified the active "behind the scenes" church volunteer. While 

her family responsibilities have kept her from accepting the deacon and elder positions she's been offered several times, 

her work has been vital to the Westminster community. 

 

Ann's involvement includes long tenures with the Sunday school, youth meetings, and in activities for the aged. She has 

served on the Service and Mission Committee for 18 years, including taking and serving dinners to the 35 residents of the 

Helen Wright Center. Ann has been a member of the Pastoral Church Search Committee for several years, helping to 

bring the last two pastors hired by the church. 

 

Ann has devoted 11 years to the Congregational Care Committee, representing Westminster's concern for its shut-in 

members through cards and special notes. She makes sure these people are remembered, for their good as well as the 

congregation's. At the opposite end of the age spectrum, babies and young children benefit from Ann's care as a 

volunteer nursery attendant on Sunday mornings. 

 

Ann has never wanted recognition for the numerous committees on which she's served, the volunteer roles she has 

performed, or the generous financial contributions she has provided to Westminster and the causes it supports. She is 

both an outstanding Christian lady and a classic "Ole Raleigh Gal." Westminster Presbyterian Church is lucky to have 

her, and delighted to nominate Ann Honeycutt Medlin for the Outstanding Older Adult Award. 

 

Ann has two brothers Fuller and Anthony Honeycutt. 
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Robert "Bob" Messinger (82) ~  

Outer Banks Presbyterian Church,  

Kill Devil Hills, NC 

 
After high school graduation, Bob joined the 

Marine Corps and served as a Radar Technician. 

He married his high school sweetheart and he 

and Nancy have been married for 62 years, have 

two children, one granddaughter and two great 

grandchildren. In 1955, Bob joined the Masonic 

Order in Philadelphia and is currently a member 

of Manteo Lodge #521. 

 

While serving in the Marines Bob furthered his 

education in the Marine Corps Institute and 

upon discharge after 8 years of service, attended 

Penn State night school and worked as a Design 

Engineer (with patents) for 38 years for a fork lift manufacturer. 

 

Bob and Nancy moved to the Outer Banks in 2003 and became members of the OBX 

Presbyterian Church in 2005. 

 

Bob served as Christian Education chairman with Rev. Andy Martinez, assisted in 

projects with the Grounds Committee, and designed, created, installed and donated a 

stained glass window in the Gathering Space. He named it the Window of Salvation. 

 

Bob enjoys giving talks about military traditions and history on Veterans Day in 

church. He also is proud to carry the Marine Corps flag on the Fourth of July. 

 

In the community, Bob joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary as Coxswain, working with the 

Coast Guard to promote boating safety and victim rescue. He joined the Neighborhood 

Watch for Colington Harbour and donated time to the Food Pantry. 

 

Bob became a charter member of the Marine Corps League in the Outer Banks and 

served as its first Paymaster. He has also served as chairman of the Toys for Tots 

program and worked with the Belk charities for donations to the community and for the 

veterans. 

 

Bob is always ready to lend a helping hand to a neighbor in need, whether it is a lawn 

mower, or a boat that won't start. Just call him, he'll be there. 
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Linda Long Miller (75) ~ Little 

River Presbyterian Church, 

Hurdle Mills, NC 

 
The youngest of eight children, Linda Miller grew up on a 

farm and learned at an early age the importance of hard work, 

cooperation, and sharing love with one another. Linda has a 

compassionate spirit, boundless energy and a green thumb! 

She is a "worker bee" who is dedicated to serving the church 

and community. The Bible {1 Peter 4:10} teaches that "Each 

of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 

forms."  Following addresses how Linda Miller uses her gifts 

to serve others as she beautifies our church and grounds, shares 

God's love with adults and children, and maintains a visual 

history of Little River Presbyterian. 

 

This lady loves flowers and is gifted with arranging. She diligently insures that fresh flowers and plants are in church each 

Sunday for worship. Her greatest joy is to search out the more unusual plants from nature to include in her arrangements. 

Millet or corn shucks from the farm fields of Orange County are often woven into her designs as are the gourds grown from her 

own vines. Linda's creations are indeed a tribute to God's bounty. It is not unusual to see her weeding the flower beds or 

spraying round-up around Little River Presbyterian Church's prayer garden. She constantly works to help beautify the church 

and grounds. 

 

As a member of the Fellowship and Nurturing Committee, one of Linda's responsibilities is to help coordinate funeral 

receptions. This involves purchasing supplies, setting up tables, decorating and organizing the kitchen for the meals which are 

served. Much planning and work goes into the preparation. Likewise, additional hours are required to clean up and return the 

fellowship hall to normal use.  The pastor has often commented that "it is a good thing that we don't pay Linda by the hour ...or 

at all!" 

 

Linda has a gift for interacting with all age groups and brings a joyful spirit and youthful energy to all whom she encounters.  

She genuinely loves the little ones. They are delighted when she arrives in costume as a Halloween clown, a farm-girl, or a witch.     

She gathers the children for group photos and gives each one individual attention.  Likewise,  Linda  is  very  observant  and  

especially  compassionate  of   the  needs  of  the  elderly.  Anticipating their needs, she is quick to assist with mobility, seating, 

preparing plates and even feeding if needed. However, Linda's compassion extends well beyond the walls of the church. She 

frequently visits shut-ins and the sick with home-cooked meals and flowers. She helps to prepare meals for the Ronald 

McDonald House and Wounded Warriors and is active in the Caldwell Fire Department Auxiliary which focuses on similar 

community missions. 

 

Linda is the chairperson for Vacation Bible School meals. These meals go well beyond the peanut butter sandwich fare. Fried 

chicken, macaroni and cheese, green salads, home-made ice cream, all help to insure a large group of adults in attendance as 

well as many children. Linda works hard to help decorate the fellowship hall in the theme of Bible school so that the children 

will feel immersed in the message. 

 

As LRPC's unofficial church photographer, Linda has maintained a pictorial history of the past twenty years. Our 250th 

Anniversary Celebrations, VBS, Ronald McDonald meals, prayer quilts, mission activities and homecomings are all visually 

recorded thanks to this lady. Linda frequently gifts congregational members with copies of photos which she has randomly 

taken of them. Folks are delighted with her impromptu photos often made with other family members.  Just another way that 

Linda spreads God's love and joy! 

 

Other involvements 

Handbell Choir, Presbyterian Women of LRPC, Presbyterian Women Mission Committee, Elder Nominating Committee, 

LRPC Usher, Roxboro Christian Women, Barium Springs Missions Activities 

 

Linda and Bill have two children, Donna Gray and Bruce Chambers, Jr., two grandchildren, Heather Littles and Megan Gray 

and two great-grandchildren, A. J. and Aubrey Littles. 
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Diana Montgomery (63) ~ Hillsborough 

Presbyterian Church, Hillsborough, NC 
 

Diana Montgomery is one of those people who epitomize 

walking the Christian walk.  Diana is a friend to the Fairview 

community, a low-income neighborhood in Hillsborough, NC, 

and she has been instrumental in empowering community 

members to help themselves.   Diana’s relationship with the 

Fairview Community began in 2011 after becoming a master 

gardener and hearing about a community garden that had been 

established, but soon abandoned in 2009. Rather than planting 

and nurturing a garden for the community, Diana and another 

master gardener approached the Fairview Community Watch 

Group to inquire about interest among community members in 

working together to revitalize their community garden. In the 

spring of 2011, a diverse group of community members with 

the help of Master Gardeners and support from Diana’s 

church, Hillsborough Presbyterian, began the process of 

repairing and re-establishing the Fairview Community Garden. Diana and other volunteers continue to work with 

community members to grow food and build relationships in this neighborhood garden.  

 

Involvement with the community led Diana to learn about other needs.  At Community Watch meetings, residents 

expressed concerns about vandalism and a lack of access to sports equipment that had been donated for community 

youth to use in the newly constructed Fairview Community Park.  Encouraged by the Mission Commission 

moderator at Hillsborough Presbyterian Church, Diana worked with community members to submit a proposal for a 

New Hope Presbytery Self-Development of People (SDOP) grant to address these needs. The proposal, funded in 

2012, provided money to hire 2 adults and 2 youth monitors from the community during the summer months, to 

promote responsible use of the park facility, distribute equipment, and support community events. Diana and 

Community Watch members worked together to maintain this program until 2016 when the Parks and Rec. 

Department took responsibility for continuation. A portion of the SDOP grant provided funds for the community 

garden and it continued to benefit from grants and donations that improved infrastructure; paid stipends to 

community members for leadership roles in coordinating garden workdays; and will support youth apprenticeships 

in 2017. Both the park and garden programs have provided opportunities for employment and developing the next 

generation of community leaders.   

 

Diana has been a lifelong Presbyterian. Her undergraduate experience at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian College 

broadened her perspective on Christianity and led to new insights about practicing her faith. Membership in faith 

communities such as the Church of Reconciliation in Chapel Hill, and Hillsborough Presbyterian Church, when her 

family relocated to Hillsborough, continued to develop and strengthen understandings about integrating life and 

faith commitments and building relationships of mutual respect and trust through mission. Diana’s education to 

earn a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction, and her career experiences as a science teacher and an evaluator of 

educational reform programs also shaped her understanding of the importance of listening and engaging in 

collaborative efforts that build on strengths while addressing needs of individuals and communities.  

 

After joining Hillsborough Presbyterian Church in 1997, Diana was involved for many years with children’s 

ministries. For the past several years, Diana has been a member of the Mission Commission and the Stewardship 

Commission. Diana served one term as an elder, and while on session, was moderator of the Stewardship 

Commission. During this time she worked with Stewardship Commission members to establish Hillsborough 

Presbyterian Church as an Earth Care Congregation. Diana truly exemplifies someone following Jesus who was a 

friend to all who are in need. 

 

Diana and Rob have one son, Nick. 
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Judy Morris (73) ~ White 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Willow Spring, NC 
 

White Memorial Presbyterian Church of 

Willow Spring has chosen Judy Morris as 

the 2017 Older Adult recipient; however, 

Judy works tirelessly, powerfully, 

vigorously for her church and community 

so it is hard to think of her as "OLD." 

 

Judy has a willingness to do much for her 

church; she has filled many aspects of 

Church life: president of Presbyterian 

Women; served on Prison Ministry Team; 

Sunday school teacher and Superintendent; 

1st woman deacon; chairs committees; 

Vacation Bible School leader; youth leader 

and presently, Judy is an acting elder. Judy 

worked a fulltime job with the State for 

almost 50 years; and MOST impressive, 

Judy received the very prestigious award 

"The Order of the Long Leaf Pine". Judy 

retired only to begin working with a catering business on the NC State Fairgrounds; yet, 

she will drive from Raleigh to attend most all meetings at the Church. Judy brings a hearty 

laugh when visiting shutins or senior gatherings; welcomes new members; always happy 

to talk with children and show them around the church. Where others will shy away, Judy 

will hustle in to clean the church; the grounds; cook for Senior Citizens Luncheon; visit 

the sick; sing in the choir; any position that needs a volunteer...Judy's favorite expression 

is "I can do that"...some call her the Powerhouse!! 

 

Judy joined White Memorial on December 5, 1965, and has been an asset. Her 

parents, Wingate and Agnes Morris, were strong, hard-working people and instilled 

these ethics in their children, Harold, Judy, Helen and Irene. Judy's love for the 

Church and Community (helped promote 4-H kids) is evident...Judy gives time, 

talents and energy to serve God! 
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Carlton Del Nix (82) ~  

First Presbyterian Church,  

Kinston, NC 
 

Carlton Del Nix joined the congregation of First 

Presbyterian Church in December of 1980.  Del 

took an active role at FPC long before he joined, 

serving on many committees, including 

chairman of the facilities committee for many 

years. He has also served as elder and deacon. 

With a heart for missions and helping those less 

fortunate, Dell served for 20 years and 

continues to serve as leader for the Monday 

crew of First Presbyterian Church volunteers at 

Mary’s Soup Kitchen, serving about 125 needy 

persons each week.   

 

Del grew up in Sacramento, California and is a graduate of California Polytechnic State 

University where he majored in industrial engineering.  Upon graduation, he went to 

Officer’s Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island, and began military duty which 

included both active duty and 35 years of Naval Reserves. He held several command 

positions in several locations. 

 

Del Nix moved to Kinston with his wife, Elaine, in May, 1962, as an engineer with E. I. 

DuPont Company. As an industrial engineer for the DuPont Dacron Plant, Kinston, Del 

specialized in packaging.  He worked for the DuPont plant for 35 years. 

 

Del and his wife, Elaine, have four grown children and eight grandchildren which occupy 

much of his time.  However, he has still found the time to be active in the Kinston 

community for over 50 years.  He has been a member of the Civitan Club, Golden Kiwanis 

Club, and has held several offices in the American Legion, Post 42.  For over 30 years, Del 

volunteered with Boy Scouts on both district and council level.   He has lived the Boy 

Scout Oath: Duty to God, Country, and People.   

 

First Presbyterian Church is blessed to have Del as part of our congregation and is proud to 

nominate him as our Outstanding Older Adult for 2017.   
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Ronnie (68) and Brenda (67) Norris 

~ Berea Presbyterian Church, Four 

Oaks, NC 
 

Ronnie and Brenda Norris were married in 

1971. You can tell that these Johnston 

County natives have been a well-matched 

team for forty-six years. 

 

Brenda joined Berea Presbyterian Church in 

1961 and Ronnie in 1995. They have both 

been deacons and now serve as elders. 

Brenda is the church treasurer, a demanding, 

behind-the-scenes task she is devoted to 

doing well. Ronnie has been teaching 

Berea’s adult Sunday school class for more 

than twenty years. Brenda once taught 

Berea’s young married class. For years, they 

worked together as the church’s youth 

directors. Ronnie is active in the Berea Men 

of the Church, and Brenda is an active 

member of the Jean Coats Women’s Circle. 

 

Ronnie is an elder who embodies the motto Nike made famous: “Just do it.” If a light is 

out, or the water heater needs replacing, or the roof needs repair, he doesn’t talk about it; 

he just does it.  

 

Brenda retired after working for the NC Treasurer’s office for 32 years. Ronnie owned and 

operated Professional Image Hairstyling, a hair styling business in Raleigh, before retiring 

two years ago.  

 

Ronnie is an avid hunter and a great cook who often blesses Berea’s fellowship meals with 

his famous venison chili. Brenda and Ronnie have two sons, and they love to spend time at 

home, at the beach, or at the hunting lodge with their four grandchildren. And sometimes, 

just the two of them enjoy a romantic cruise. 

 

Brenda and Ronnie Norris are outstanding Presbyterians, because their lives put their faith 

and Christian love into action.  
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Mary Corbett Peele (89) ~ Fountain 

Presbyterian Church, Fountain, NC 

 
The Session of the Fountain Presbyterian Church 

is pleased to nominate Mary Corbett Peele as a 

2017 Outstanding Older Adult.  Mary joined the 

Fountain Presbyterian Church at the end of World 

War II after her marriage to Robert Lee Peele.  

Since that time she has been active in her church 

and community.  In May, she will celebrate her 

90
th
 birthday and in many ways she is as active in 

the church as she has ever been.   

 

Although she carries the name Mary, Mary Peele, 

is a modern day Martha. Mary loves her church 

home and takes pride in making it more beautiful 

and inviting.  Like biblical Martha, Mary is always 

serving as a way to honor God. For over 50 years, 

Mary was active in the Women of the Church. She 

takes particular pride in the maintenance of the 

church building and grounds.  She’s used her God 

given gift of flower arranging for sanctuary 

flowers, the Easter cross, the Christmas manger, 

and table centerpieces to beautify our church for 

decades.   She is quick to welcome visitors and wants the church to feel like a home to its 

members and guests alike. Today she still manages a church “to-do” list of ongoing 

maintenance and works with the younger generation of women to make sure the history of 

the church is preserved.  

 

A couple of years ago, the church hired a new minister and since that time we have entered 

into a renaissance.  Although Mary is unable to serve as actively as in the past, she is 

always thinking of ways to expand our reach within the community and helps make the 

Fountain Presbyterian Church feel like everyone’s home.  

 

Although the Fountain Presbyterian Church is very small in membership on any given 

Sunday, Mary Peele will represent the eldest of four generations of women from her 

family on the back pew, where she can prop her feet on the kneeler and hand a bulletin to 

anyone that comes in late.  
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James Petrea "Jim" (68) ~ Trinity 

Avenue Presbyterian Church, 

Durham, NC 

 
Several years ago, leaders of Trinity Avenue 

Presbyterian Church discerned a new mission statement 

for the congregation: “Trusting God, Living in Christ, 

Loving All!” We, the session of Trinity Avenue, cannot 

think of a person who embodies the spirit, intent, and 

sentiment of this mission statement more aptly than our 

nominee for 2017 Outstanding Older Adult, Jim Petrea. 

 

A lifelong Presbyterian, Jim was baptized and raised at 

Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church and save for the 

years when his parents were asked by the presbytery to 

help plant a new faith community in southwest Durham 

(Westminster Presbyterian Church), Jim has worshipped 

faithfully at Trinity Avenue, returning with his wife Ruth 

and raising their daughters Anna and Katherine in the 

church. 

 

Jim has served the church in many capacities, not the 

least of which include ruling elder, chair of the pastor nominating committee, and volunteer leader in our most 

recent \capital campaign. He regularly gives his talents to the benefit of the church by volunteering with the 

Buildings and Grounds team. In 2002, he served as a volunteer construction manager, overseeing a building project 

that expanded our campus by 40%. 

 

Jim’s trust in God is exemplified through his faithful discipleship.  He has often said that he did not truly 

understand discernment until he served on the pastor nominating committee six years ago.  The practice of 

discussing scripture and praying in community for God’s wisdom to be discerned not only enabled Jim to lead the 

PNC through a successful search, but inspired him to practice his discipleship in new ways.  As a committed 

member of TAPC's Wednesday Morning Men's Bible Study, he welcomes new members and directs the group 

towards personal and spiritual growth.  

 

Jim lives in Christ by heeding his call to care for the poor, welcome the stranger, and remembering the 

marginalized.  He cares deeply about social justice issues in our community and models the “Loving All” directive 

of our mission statement through his work with the Community Mission Team, Walltown Neighborhood 

Ministries, and the Religious Coalition for a Non-Violent Durham Care Team that offers friendship and support to 

previously incarcerated individuals. A fellow member of the care team writes, “Jim Petrea is a disciple of Jesus 

Christ that serves his church and loves his neighbor with humility, conviction, and endurance.  Recently, Jim and 

his wife Ruth responded to a call from a partner who was at a crossroads with a conflict in his life. Their response, I 

believe, was the difference between this friend making a choice of getting support from those that care for him or 

self-soothing with crack cocaine, potentially initiating a downward spiral with high costs. Jim and Ruth listened to 

the partner, helped him explore his feelings and options, and physically moved him through multiple housing 

options in the course of a few weeks. These tasks took hours and hours of his time, yet Jim responded to a need 

with generosity of spirit.” 

 

The session of Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church is proud to nominate our friend and brother in Christ, Jim 

Petrea for the Outstanding Older Adult Award.  At 68, he is a young “older adult” and we fully anticipate to be 

amazed by where God leads in Jim in the coming years. A faithful servant of Christ, Jim will to continue to inspire 

all of us in his journey of faith.  Jim and his wife Ruth have two daughters, Katherine and Anna. 
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Walter (83) and Mittie (84) Pippin ~ 

Farmville Presbyterian Church, 

Farmville, NC 
 

Mittie Pippin is a longtime faithful member of 

Farmville Presbyterian Church. She is a woman 

of action. She has been in charge of getting 

people to sign up for flowers to be used in the 

worship service for the past five years. She also 

gives the flower people weekly reminders. 

Mittie refurbished all our Chrismon ornaments. 

She has headed up the Greening of the Church 

for a number of years. She and her husband 

along with another couple cooked and served a 

monthly meal at the local soup kitchen for 

years. She has remained active in our 

Presbyterian Women and was the recipient of 

their Honorary Life Membership in 2007. She 

is a Circle Host and continually does behind-

the-scene things for the church. She also 

regularly visits some of our shut-ins. 

 

 

Walter Pippin is a quiet servant leader within 

Farmville Presbyterian Church. If he sees 

something that needs doing, it gets done. He is 

an Elder and a Deacon. He has served as the chair of the Building and Grounds Committee. He 

has served as the chair of the Board of Trustees. Our men make and serve home-made biscuits 

every Sunday morning before Sunday school. They serve cheese, ham, sausage and cinnamon 

biscuits. Mr. Walter is one of the main cogs that keep things going. In addition to cooking the 

ham and sausage, he is constantly cleaning. And it takes constant cleaning. He is usually the one 

washing and folding all the aprons, towels and dish cloths. He is the one cleaning the stove and 

counter tops. He also serves in this role for our monthly Men of the Church dinners. He surely 

does other things that few know about. However, you can count on him to ever be quietly 

cleaning, serving and leading. 

 

Farmville Presbyterian Church is extremely grateful for these two faithful and giving members. 

 

Walter and Mittie have 4 children, Lee (Vicki) Pippin, Diane (Richard) Hauser, Becky Peyton, 

and Herman Pippin, five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
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John Price (68) ~ St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church, 

Henderson, NC 

 
The extraordinary, yet exceptionally 

humble John Price is a ruling elder. 

But if you heard him preach the 

Easter Sunrise service at the church’s 

prayer garden (which he and another 

elder created a decade 

ago…including a labyrinth!)… you 

would say he’s a teaching elder. 

 

 

And if after seeing him, you think he could also be Santa Claus, well you’re right again. 

He has been Santa for little kids at a shopping mall in Durham, and the families of 

servicemen and women in Fayetteville for several Christmases. John’s a Viet Nam veteran, 

having served with the 101st Airborne Division. John is like Santa to many needy people 

in Henderson. They seek him out when they need some help with groceries or help with a 

utility bill. He helps them personally, and is constantly boosting the church’s “community 

support fund.” Its way more community assistance than you would expect from a 40-

member church, but John Price is way more than you would expect of anyone. 

 

Back in the 80's, the church had clear windows that could be opened — no air 

conditioning. But John championed the installation of lovely stained glass windows — 

each family donated one or more in memory of their families. 

 

John and Peggy and all three of John’s children were baptized and married in that lovely 

sanctuary, which is usually decorated with flowers by John, who is also a great florist. 

 

He’s well-known in the community for having worked in the mental health field for 30 

years, running a creative and successful adult day program. His wife Peggy is a fourth 

grade teacher for at-risk children and is constantly providing for them in extra ways. John 

is always working, always challenging his church to do more for the community. And he 

will be right up front when they do it, be it the annual barbecue chicken supper or taking 

food to the men at a drug rehab center. His faith runs deep, as anyone can see if they see 

John Price in action, as the most outstanding older adult from St. Andrews in Henderson. 
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Carl Rivenbark (81) ~ Mount Olive 

Presbyterian Church, Mount Olive, 

NC 

 
Mr. Carl Rivenbark, born January 26, 1936 is our 

2017 Outstanding Older Adult representing 

Mount Olive Presbyterian Church.  

 

Carl joined MOPC April 27, 1952 at the age of 

16. At the age of 26 he was ordained as a deacon 

and at the age of 28 he became an elder. Carl 

served as clerk of session and was involved in the 

church finances for many years.  

 

For 38 years Carl provided for his family by 

traveling to Kinston NC daily to work at the 

DuPont Plant. During these years he was very 

active in his community and working hard to help 

his children succeed. Carl served as a Boy Scout 

Master. As a leader he took it upon himself to see 

that his scouts (a group of 10) were accompanied 

by him to the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. This was his way of offering young men an 

opportunity of new adventures, good life values and expanding their horizons helping them to 

understand that all things are possible. 

 

As a member of MOPC Carl and his wife Frances had their 3 children (2 sons and a daughter) in 

Sunday school and church. Carl and his children often were awarded perfect attendance for Sunday 

school during their family years of worship.  

 

He was also active by giving his time and talents to coach little league baseball. 

 

The 33rd Degree was an honorary degree given to Carl for his long and exceptional service in the 

Masonic Lodge. Carl has served his Mount Olive Masonic Lodge #208 for more than 50 years and is 

a past master. The lodge promotes helping good men to become better husbands, father and citizens 

by cultivating friendships, morality and brotherly love. They support charity and good will to their 

community and beyond.                       

 

Carl is a fine, soft spoken Christian man that is seen regularly on Sunday morning at MOPC in the 

same pew beside his wife with a gentle smile on his face. He serves today as a scheduled usher.  

 

Over the years when his family (including parents and in-laws) needed help he was always there and 

willing. He is known in his church and community as a fine, dependable Christian man. Carl always 

has a kind word and a handshake to share. Christ is present and living in his life and it is apparent to 

all that are in his presence. Congratulations Carl and thank you! 

 

Carl and Frances have two sons, one daughter and four grandchildren. 
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Rhoda Rogers (84) ~ Bear Grass 

Presbyterian Church, Williamston, 

NC 
 

The Bear Grass Presbyterian Church is pleased to 

announce that our Outstanding Older Adult for 2017 is 

Rhoda Rogers.  She has served the Lord, her church and 

her community for many years and still continues to be 

actively involved today. We are proud to be able to say 

that she is a member of our church and a great friend to us 

all. 

 

God gave Rhoda a love and a talent for music that she 

has freely shared with her church for more than forty 

years. She has played the piano and the organ for the 

church, sometimes playing duets with her daughter and 

our current pianist Helen. After retiring as piano player 

for us, she began singing alto in the choir and is still 

participating today. When our church purchased choir 

chimes, Rhoda became a charter member of our chime 

choir as well. Rhoda has served in our church in other roles. For many years, she was part of the Bear Grass 

Presbyterian Women, and has served on our Nomination Committee for multiple terms. She has been on the 

Finance Committee for several years, bringing over 40 years of accounting/bookkeeping experience to the group 

from her work at Rogers Tobacco Warehouse and Pittard and Perry Accountants. In addition, Rhoda has served on the 

session many times over the years. 

 

In the community, Rhoda has also been involved in many different areas. She served as a Brownie leader for many 

years as well as part of a group of parents who raised money to pay for the first uniforms worn by the Bear Grass 

High School Band. She worked the American Red Cross community blood drives and the local election polls for 

over 40 years. Rhoda has been in charge of the Yucca House for over 20 years. The Yucca House is utilized by 

many people and organizations for community events and family reunions. She takes care of the rental and 

recordkeeping, as well as keeping the facility prepared to rent. This is an enormous task done freely for the 

community of Bear Grass and is much appreciated by all. 

 

In addition to being a dedicated Christian lady, Rhoda is a loving wife to her husband Pete and caring mother to her 

daughters Helen and Ann. She is also devoted to her grandchildren Will and Elizabeth, who call her Rho Rho. She 

has been there for her family all of their lives and continues to be proud of them. She has been a mentor to many 

over the years and has been there to listen, encourage and offer compassion. 

 

Finally, a quote from one of her longtime friends and fellow church member Mary Lee: "I sure am blessed to have 

her friendship and to witness her faith and dedication to her church family and to the community."  

 

Rhoda has been a good friend to many in our church and community, and we are honored to be able to present this 

award to her today. Rhoda and Pete have two daughters, Helen Timmler and Ann Cox, and two grandchildren, Will 

and Elizabeth Cox. 
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Lottie Ann Royster (71) ~ Timothy 

Darling Presbyterian Church, 

Oxford, NC 

 
Mrs. Lottie Ann Royster has been a faithful 

friend and member of Timothy Darling 

PCUSA for sixty-one years. A June birthday 

will make her 72 years old. She was first 

brought to the church by the popular 

evangelist Elder Mary Brown when Lottie 

Ann was eleven years old. 

 

Lottie Ann as she is affectionately called 

has served the church as an usher where her 

uniform was always bright white and 

spotless. She hosted every fellowship that 

required food and organized a fourth 

Sunday feast day called “Deacon’s Birthday 

Fellowship.” 

 

She has served as treasurer of the deacon 

board …she says with a straight face “that she thought she was too young to be an elder on 

the session." She is widowed with one son Timothy and his wife Andrea and two 

grandsons Michael 16 and Andrew 25 who she says the grands are her pride and joy. 

 

Dr. Tolokun Omokunde, her pastor, says she has been an outstanding supporter they both 

laugh and say they are a little slower since they met arthritis. However, Lottie Ann says 

she can predict the weather. She enjoys singing, praying, and praising. She loves the Lord 

and her church and gets to serve as much as possible. 

 



37 

 

Pearl Sanders (90) ~ Cann 

Memorial Presbyterian 

Church, Elizabeth City, NC 

 
Ask anyone at Cann about Pearl Sanders and 

you will hear her described as spunky, sassy, 

vivacious, wise and full of energy. Many 

add, “I want to be her when I grow up!” 

Pearl is a ray of sunshine in the life of Cann 

Memorial Presbyterian Church and to the 

community. Pearl has been a member of 

Cann since 1947 (minus for a short period 

when her husband’s career took them to 

other parts of the state, she calls it their adventure). Pearl calls Elizabeth City home and Elizabeth City 

calls Pearl a gem.  

 

In her past she has served as the president of the church’s Presbyterian Women’s groups, countless terms 

on session, on every committee the church has, and chaired her circle. In more recent years, you find Pearl 

active member in her PW circle, participating in ecumenical worship services, and a supporter of the 

various ministries of the church. Just this year, Pearl was interviewed by our local college because she has 

been an important part of the community and provides a unique historical perspective as the college seeks 

to preserve our area’s history. 

 

As a social butterfly it is difficult to know where Pearl is on any given day! When she is not attending the 

local community theater, social events in town, or playing (and even teaching) bridge, Pearl is also an 

avid gardener and reader.  

 

Pearl believes her greatest achievements in life were raising her two wonderful and independent children, 

Pam and Skipper, and being grandmother to Abram and Andrew. To her, family is important and key in 

life. Though their family has endured sadness with unexpected deaths, Pearl would say that she has 

always had hope…if we lose hope, we lose it all. The passage that keeps her going in life is Paul’s 

reminder “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This is the constant reminder in her life.  

 

When asked what the secret is to being 90, she replies “one must have a sense of self-worth and a sense of 

humor.”  And Pearl embodies both.  

 

Cann Memorial is pleased to recognize Pearl Sanders as the recipient of the 2017 Outstanding Older 

Adult Award for her service to both the church and to the community.  Although the Presbyterian Church 

has changed over the years Pearl has remained a steadfast, faithful servant to her church and community 

with joy, wit and wisdom.   
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Nathan (84) and Helen (80) Simms ~ 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

Durham, NC 
 
Nathan and Helen Simms have been a part of the 

Covenant family since they joined the church in 1996. 

They have been actively involved in church ministries 

and have served on committees to bear witness to Christ 

working in their lives. Nathan served as a ruling elder 

on the session and worked to assure that the mission and 

governance of the church were responsive to the needs 

of church members. Helen served on the deacon board 

where she used her gifts to respond to members who 

suffered from illnesses, who needed comfort and 

sympathy and who were homeless and needed a shelter. 

 

Nathan and Helen describe their lives as serving others. 

Nathan served in the academic setting where he 

functioned as a faculty member of a university, as an 

administrator both at a university and in a governing 

administration that had oversight of universities in 

North Carolina. This gave him the opportunity to 

interact with a vast variety of individuals and to 

function in decision making positions. He used his 

spiritual gifts when making those decisions. One of his 

hallmarks was to serve as chair of a hospital board where he was able to improve the services of the emergency 

room. Helen is a retired health professional who shares her hallmark as serving on a national panel to improve race 

relations among different racial and ethnic groups. Building on that model, she was able to create a local group to 

carry out similar goals and activities.     

 

Nathan and Helen came to Covenant after retirement but have made a tremendous contribution to the church over 

the years. Their involvement has included teaching Sunday school, serving passionately in a church tutorial 

program, and being actively engaged in the external and internal construction of a new church edifice. They have 

reached out to individuals in the church and community to support families whether they were all alone or had 

family nearby. This outreach to others demonstrated how they used their spiritual gifts of supporting those around 

them who needed love and caring. Helen is a devoted caregiver to Nathan but she has also used her gifts to serve as 

a beacon for other seniors by answering their questions about caring for their loved ones and encouraging and 

supporting them when needed. She continues to be involved in church activities when she can attend them at church 

and is also able to bring Nathan to worship when she can. If he cannot attend a worship service at Covenant, she 

makes sure that he is able to have access to the media to watch worship services when he is confined to their home.  

 

Helen describes herself as a good conversationalist. She attends the Presbyterian Women’s Circle meeting when 

she can and is always willing to share her knowledge of resources for others who have to make healthcare decisions 

about their family and friends. She encourages church member and advises them wisely on decisions that they have 

to make about caring for family members. She uses sayings like “enjoy where you are” and “don’t worry about 

tomorrow because God has blessed you for today.” 

 

Nathan and Helen personify the life of servants who have generously given to spread God’s kingdom here on earth 

and have done it in a way that others have witnessed their service and have been recipients of their goodness. 

 

Nathan and Helen have three children, Nathan, III (Stephanie), Peter (Kathryn), and Christopher (Yolanda), and 

seven grandchildren, Loren, Kendall, Sean Christopher, David, Carolyn, Elizabeth and Patrick. 
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Barbara Sircey (65) ~ Roanoke 

Island Presbyterian Church, 

Manteo, NC 

 
Barb believes that her faith has grown working in the 

church office, managing the financial records and 

working with the congregation. Barb also sings in the 

choir and is always ready to lend a hand in any of the 

areas in which she has expertise. She prays before 

doing anything in the office to ensure that the tasks are 

done correctly. And she believes that Jesus helps her 

with her comments and her dry wit.  

 

Since being hired as the church admin and church 

financial secretary, Barb has transformed the office 

into a place where folks feel very comfortable stopping by and chatting or working. This is a major change for 

RIPC – as it has existed many years without a church admin or financial secretary. In the past, RIPC relied 

solely on volunteers and much of the office space had been storage and frankly a mess. Barb has worked hard 

to organize the office into a working area that produces fine record keeping and a place of hospitality.  

 

Barb served many years as an assistant VP and first VP of Asheville Savings Bank - working primarily with 

mortgage loan servicing. During this time, she also raised a happy family. Her son Scott successfully works as 

plant manager for a multi-million dollar facility: Baldor Electric Company.  Her daughter is an RN who works 

in the ER of a hospital in Longmark, Colorado. Barb also cared for her mother who suffered from Parkinson’s 

disease – moving her momma into their family home until she absolutely needed a nursing facility.  Until 

joining RIPC, Barb had been a member of Calvary Baptist Church in Ashville before joining RIPC. Barb 

believes that her greatest achievements are her family.  

 

Without Barb’s gifts and talents for detail, organization and more, RIPC would not have systems in place that 

support excellent reporting of finances and one gorgeous bulletin for Sunday Worship. Barb has promoted 

RIPC in the wider community also being the register point person for the new preschool that will begin in the 

fall. As a choir member she faithfully attends practice and works diligently with our music minister to ensure 

that the congregation and choir have its music each week. As a Saturday employee at the Manteo Island 

Pharmacy, Barb is an ambassador of good will, efficiency and Christian friendship. 

 

Barb keeps her pastor and her congregation Honest! She is a person who holds honesty and integrity as a 

golden rule. She demands this and lives it in her own life and expects it from those she works with, serves and 

worships with.  

 

Barb notes that she just keeps putting one foot in front of the other in spite of many aches and pains – she does 

suffer with arthritis and other health concerns. Yet, rarely have those concerns held her back from succeeding 

as an outstanding older adult member, staff and leader of RIPC; wife, mother and daughter. Barb is someone 

that I treasure as a pastor and the congregation respects for her consistent and faithful work in the 

congregation.  

 

Barbara and Leonard have one son, Scott, one daughter, Jennifer and four grandchildren, Braylyn, Bryten, 

Ashley, and Blake. 
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Betty Jo Smith (78) ~ Unity 

Presbyterian Church, Newton 

Grove, NC 

 
Betty Jo has been a life-long member of 

Unity Presbyterian Church. She has taught 

Sunday school for multiple years, especially 

the last few helping with our Crossroads 

Sunday School rotation. She helps with 

Vacation Bible School ever year providing 

refreshments and any other job she is called 

to do. She also sang in the choir for many 

years. She has assisted with the Presbyterian 

Youth Fellowship.  

 

Along with her mother, Betty Jo has 

prepared the communion table for over 50 

plus years. She was chairperson of the 

Presbyterian Women’s Community 

Outreach Committee where she 

implemented planning of meals when a death occurred in a family within the church or in 

our community. She has been a faithful member of the Presbyterian’s Women Circle I 

committee for many years.  

 

She is married to an active elder and has two daughters, Wendy Griffin and Mary (Glenn) 

Allred, four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. We owe much gratitude for all she 

has done for Unity Presbyterian Church.  
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Annie Wynn K. Street (76) ~ Davie 

Street Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, 

NC 

 

Annie Wynne K. Street, christened in 

Davie Street Presbyterian Church 

along with her 5 siblings, has labored 

willingly, persistently, and with 

excellence as a dedicated Christian all 

of her youth and adult life. She started 

as a member of the children's choir, and 

later as an adult directed the youth choir 

and served as youth director. Always 

active, Annie has served as an elder, 

trustee, and financial secretary. Her 

office as financial secretary spans at 

least 30 years. Her motto, "No voucher, 

no reimbursement." 

 

As the partner to our church treasurer, they are a dynamic, financial and tightfisted 

pair. During the years, Annie has and continues to work diligently with Presbyterian 

Women, Circle 2, the Chancel Choir, Women's Choir, Older Adult Ministry (Golden 

Eagles, as president), Vacation Bible School, and Area 3 coordinator of Presbyterian 

Women in New Hope Presbytery. When asked to serve, her answer is always, "I will 

do the best I can with God's help." 

 

Annie has always been dedicated to the importance of obtaining an education, 

serving as an elementary school teacher, assistant principal, principal, and 

elementary school teacher evaluator in the Wake County school system. Her 

children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren know of her expertise as a 

dedicated instructor in all areas of life. 

 

Annie is mother to Carol, Jacqueline, Anthony, and Sharon; grandmother to 

Christine, Kimberly, Caleb, Cameron, Nicole, Preston, Donovan, Daniel; great-

grandmother to Gabe, Aaron and Joshua. 

 

As a life-long member of the church, Annie knows "There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in 

Davie Street Presbyterian Church," and that "She can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens her." 
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Rick (67) and Margie (69) Taylor ~ 

Providence Presbyterian Church, Angier, 

NC 
 
The session of Providence Presbyterian Church is proud to announce that 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Taylor are our church nominees for the 2017 

Outstanding Older Adult Award sponsored by New Hope Presbytery.   

 

As part of their mission work they have prepared meals for residents of 

Stagecoach Manor Rest Home in nearby Angier. At times when there is 

leftover food from a church function, Rick and Margie will take the food 

over to the Stagecoach facility. Margie is involved with the senior citizen’s 

luncheon that is a joint effort with Providence and other churches in the 

Pleasant Grove Community. She also participates in our church’s 

bereavement committee. Both Rick and Margie always are there to work 

during our three annual fundraisers (Women’s Chicken Pastry, BBQ and 

Men’s Fish Fry). They not only are there the entire day of the fundraisers 

but show up on the day before for the prep work and come the day after to 

help clean up. Margie is involved with a women’s group called the Daisy 

Chicks that fellowship together. They both like to travel to the coast and 

fish together. Margie and Rick Taylor are a true team together.  They love 

Providence Church and our community. 

 

When you see one working in an area usually the other one is right there or around the corner working.  Margie served as an elder for 

our church heading up the Mission and Outreach Committee. She and Rick collected items for a center for battered women (Pizazz), 

residents of Stagecoach Nursing Home, Backpack Buddies, and our local food pantry. When Margie ended her term with the elder 

position, they did not stop. The two still support all of these activities, working and collecting for them. Rick has been a vital 

participant on our church’s Property Committee and helped set up the exterior entrance door security codes during the construction of 

our fellowship hall and classrooms a couple years or so back. It was always interesting to see Margie and Rick out walking around the 

site and building picking up trash, running wires, or anything the congregation could help with. Rick is instrumental in our men’s 

church group and Margie in our Presbyterian Women’s group.  Margie served as Circle chairman and led us to a good year. They both 

help with our Vacation Bible School usually leading the crafts with perfect samples to guide us. Margie and Rick lead our Sunday 

LOGOS children activities at the dinner meal two times per month when the group meets. They help support their community by 

having neighborhood parties, collecting for hurricane victims, contacting volunteers and serving donors during our church blood 

drives.  These two busy people also participate in activities with Theater in the Park, Raleigh Little Theater and Memorial Auditorium 

by assisting in stage and costume designing. They have a big family which includes a son, three daughters, daughter-in-law, two son-

in-laws and eight grandchildren.  A lot of what has already been mentioned transpired after they reached the young age of 60. 

 

This closing paragraph is from Annette Parsons Williamson who is the daughter of two dear friends of Rick and Margie that passed 

away not so long ago. Annette states….Rick and Margie Taylor came into my life through my parents, Bernard and Norma Parsons. 

The Taylors’ use to take long walks on the farm and would cut through my parents’ yard and stop to visit with them. In fact, I 

originally came to know them as “the Walkers.”  It was only after knowing them awhile that I realized they were the Taylors. Rick 

and Margie shared themselves so often with my parents. As my parents became increasingly ill during the last two years of their lives, 

Rick and Margie were there. They told me if I needed them to call and I did often. They were so kind when I did. They had the 

uncanny ability to know when I needed them or just needed to hear a friendly, encouraging voice.  They sat with my parents, l istened 

to old war stories, took them out for ice cream, rode them around in the neighborhood, brought meals to them, visited them during 

hospital and rehab stays, and stood by with me as I said my final goodbyes to my parents. They loved on my parents. They have  

shown us the true meaning of Galatians 5:22-23, the fruit of the Spirit which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   After my parents died, Rick and Margie continued to stand by me but in a new role as 

friends. They helped me empty my parents’ house and garage. They eagerly helped in distributing items for donations to 

organizations. For those times when I didn’t know what to do with certain items, they would gently nudge me into a direction and I 

quickly followed. They were also there to help me grieve, laugh, cry and be silly when the need arose. Finally, my parents left me a 

beautiful gift – a gift of friends, Rick and Margie. I could not have asked for anything that has meant more to me than the Taylors’ 

friendship. God Bless Rick and Margie Taylor. 

 

Rick and Marie have four children, Jonnie (Angela) Sturm, Tamara (Mike) Patton, Rhonda (Johnny) Fullencamp, and Macy Sturm 

and eight grandchildren, Christopher Strum-Ruddy, Michael Strum-Halliburton, Amanda, Derion, Joshua, Tennessee, Amber, and 

Taylor Sturm. 
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Claudia Thorpe (65) ~ Cotton 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Henderson, NC 

 
The session of Cotton Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Henderson, North 

Carolina is proud to nominate Mrs. 

Claudia Thorpe to receive the Presbytery 

of New Hope Outstanding Older Adult 

Award for 2017. 

 

Claudia Thorpe is a shining light and a 

role model for the Cotton Memorial 

Church congregation and the surrounding 

community.  Every Sunday morning 

Claudia will greet you with a smile and a 

hug if needed as you enter the Cotton Memorial sanctuary. 

 

Claudia Thorpe must really love hats, because she has worn so many at Cotton 

Memorial. Claudia has served as a trustee, Claudia has served as a Sunday school 

teacher, and Claudia was responsible for getting speakers when Cotton Memorial was 

without a pastor. 

 

Claudia Thorpe is an acting elder; Claudia is chair of the Worship committee; and 

Claudia is chair of Congregational Care. Claudia is in charge of the ushers and she 

volunteers with the Cotton Memorial food bank ministry. And every time you walk or 

drive by Cotton Memorial check out the Marquee, all quotes and messages come 

from, who else? Claudia Thorpe. 

 

As you can see, Cotton Memorial does very little without the driving force of Claudia 

Thorpe. For Claudia Thorpe's spirit, shining light and the many hats she wears or has 

worn Cotton Memorial gives      thanks. 

 

Claudia and Joseph have four children, Drucilla, Kimberly, Joseph, Jr., and Timothy and 

ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
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Peggy Till (86) ~ First Presbyterian 

Church, Goldsboro, NC 

 
Peggy Till is an obvious and deserving candidate for the 

Outstanding Older Adult Award of New Hope Presbytery. 

Now in her late eighties, she has shared herself, her faith, 

and her talents with several generations of First 

Presbyterian Goldsboro over the past four decades.  

 

Peggy is a long-time faithful member of the Chancel 

Choir. She sings soprano and rarely misses either a 

rehearsal or a worship service despite some persistent 

health issues. She has served as treasurer of the choir for 

many years; choir members like to say that Peggy Till is 

in charge of their till. She sees to memorials, flowers, and 

attention as needed in the choir family. Her sense of 

humor has been a joy to choir members and directors 

alike.  

 

Church children have learned art and life and faith from 

Peggy. She has worked faithfully in mid-week programs 

and in Vacation Bible School. She has given art lessons 

both during church activities and individually.  

 

Peggy is active in Presbyterian Women and participates with her husband John as a vendor at Merry 

Market, a project of Presbyterian Women. She also participates in a Bible study in the community. As a 

retired Air Force officer's wife, she has been an ambassador for her church and her faith within the 

organization of officers' wives. Christ-like acceptance, love, and forgiveness mark her relationships with 

others. 

 

The Tills brought their daughter Heather up in this church and enjoy bringing Heather and her husband 

Perry when they visit from out of town.  

 

Keeping her "temple" sound and healthy as long as possible is important to Peggy. She has been a faithful 

member of the Y, spreading her good humor and faith with people she has met there when swimming or 

taking classes. A Hope Ship nurse early in her nursing career, she knows the importance of exercise, 

proper nutrition, and health care.  

 

Peggy Till has served her church in another most significant way through the sharing of her talent as an 

artist. She has provided her beautiful paintings of the church for departing pastors and musicians. Her 

images of church scenes appear in McChesney Hall, in Advent booklets, and on note cards used as 

fundraisers. Her generosity has survived even the serious shoulder problems that sometimes curtail her 

painting time.  

 

Because this woman of God is such a blessing to her family, her friends, her church, and the community 

beyond, First Presbyterian Goldsboro is honored to nominate Peggy Till for the Outstanding Older Adult 

Award of New Hope Presbytery.   
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Jon Wenge (74) ~ North Raleigh 

Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, NC 

 
North Raleigh Presbyterian Church is honored to 

nominate Mr. Jon Wenge as our Outstanding 

Older Adult for 2017.  Jon has been a lifelong 

advocate of Christian faith and service, which is 

continually revealed in his daily living.  He has 

been an active Presbyterian for over 50 years 

serving in mission, Christian education, and 

church leadership. 

 

As our resident armchair theologian, Jon brings 

our Christian faith to life at NRPC.  He has led 

numerous adult Sunday school classes based on 

the writings of 20
th

 century theologians including 

Tillich (Dynamics of Faith), Bonhoffer (Cost of Discipleship), Guthrie (Church Doctrine), Nouwen (The 

Return of the Prodigal Son), as well as specific topics such as Martin Luther’s study of the Lord’s Prayer.  

He is also a regular participant in our monthly theology study group. 

 

Jon also serves the church in a variety of leadership roles.  He is an ordained elder, was chairperson on a 

pastor nominating committee, served on the organizational Wellness Team, is an active member of the 

Finance Team, took the initiative to simplify the weekly counting procedure, and developed the tools 

necessary to automate NRPC’s contribution process.  He mentors others in answering their call to serve 

the church and provides wisdom to our relatively young congregation, actively supporting our maturity as 

a reformed faith community. 

 

Jon’s faithful life has had a global impact.  Upon graduating from university, he spent two years in 

Tanzania working for the Peace Corps.  He continued his mission work in Kenya and Zambia as a 

member of the Ecumenical Institute, a religious order based in Chicago.  The institute’s mission is to 

provide vital, necessary tools to local communities that cultivate self-sufficiency and then teach other 

communities to become self-sufficient as well.  While working for Honeywell, Jon spent 30 of his years 

as a Presbyterian in the Netherlands, actively living his faith as part of the English Reformed Church in 

Amsterdam, a congregation that began in 1607. 

 

Jon’s value to the NRPC church family is beyond measure.  He is truly a servant leader and is an 

inspiration to us all.  His life bears enduring witness to the Holy Spirit working within him.  NRPC is 

truly blessed to have Jon as part of our congregation. 
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Bennie J. Woodard (83) Calvary 

Presbyterian Church, Wilson, NC 
 

The session of Calvary Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) in Wilson, NC is pleased to nominate 

Elder Bennie J. Woodard for the 2017 Outstanding 

Older Adult Award. 

 

Elder Woodard is a native of Wilson, NC and has 

been an active and committed member of Calvary 

Presbyterian Church for over 55 years. His 

longevity at Calvary Presbyterian Church has been 

a cornerstone for the Men's Council where he has 

served as moderator. Elder Woodard is always 

looked upon to lead the way on fundraisers that will 

assist church and community projects to help the 

less fortunate. 
 

Elder Woodard is a retired educator and 

entrepreneur. He is a graduate of North Carolina 

A&T State University in Greensboro, NC. This is 

where he received his Bachelor of Science and 

Master of Science in Biology and minor in 

Chemistry. 

 

Elder Woodard is the husband of Ethel A. Woodard for 56 years. They have one son together, Daryl M. 

Woodard. His family is an integral part of his life as he serves the Lord and others in Wilson and 

surrounding communities. 

 

Throughout his years at Calvary Presbyterian Church, Mr. Woodard has been named "Man of the Year" 

from the Men's Council for his commitment to the church, community and to God. He has also been 

moderator of the Evangelism Committee, Property Committee and Christian Education Committee. Elder 

Woodard loves to sing songs unto the Lord. He is member of Calvary Presbyterian Church Choir and the 

Men's Choir where he serves as Chaplin. 

 
Elder Woodard believes that actions speak louder than words. His good works have been recognized 

outside of the four walls of the church. He has received recognition from Wilson Housing Authority as 

the former chairman of the board, the "Man of the Year" from the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and other 

recognitions. 

 

However, Elder Woodard does not do these good deeds for recognition. He does these good deeds for his 

love for God and others as Jesus commanded. This gives him his most desired recognition through the 

grace of God. 
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Gerald (82) and Lynn (82) Woolard ~ 

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh, NC  
 

The session at Saint Andrews Presbyterian 

Church in Raleigh is pleased to nominate Gerald 

and Lynn Woolard as our Outstanding Older 

Adult couple for 2017. 

 

Gerald and Lynn have been a vital part of the 

ministry at Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church 

for many years. They joined the church in 2003; 

Lynn was ordained as an elder in 2006 serving 

on the Membership Committee. She is an active 

member of the Sarah Circle, worked with 

Baskets of Hope, Angel Care, Back Pack 

Buddies, Bereavement Committee, Interfaith 

Furniture, and Care Committee and sends out 

many get well and sympathy cards to all of our 

members. Gerald has served on Membership 

Committee, member of the Faith Crew, served 

on the Administration and Finance Committee and has worked as a faithful member in 

the soup kitchen for 13 years. They are both active members within Prime Timers. 

They are both always willing to lend a hand wherever they are needed. 

 

They are high school sweethearts and have been married for 62 years.  Gerald is a 

North Carolina State University graduate and a devoted NCSU fan and has never 

missed a football game in Carter Finley Stadium. He volunteers at the Alumni Center 

at NCSU. He retired from IBM in 1994 and enjoys golf and fishing. Lynn graduated 

from East Carolina University and retired in 1987 from Wake County Schools as a 

kindergarten teacher. She enjoys gardening which is evident by her beautiful yard and 

gardens, bridge, bunco, fishing, digging oysters, and they both enjoy crabbing and 

beach life at Sunset Beach. 

 

They have one daughter Sue (Bill) who teaches in a Georgia community college. They 

have 3 grandchildren, two grandsons who live and work in Colorado and one 

granddaughter in Raleigh. Their son Keith is deceased. 

 

Lynn and Gerald are wonderful role models within our church and we are grateful and 

pleased to honor them for their contributions in the life of our congregation. 
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Jim Young (73) ~ Trinity Presbyterian 

Church, Raleigh, NC 

 
Jim Young has been a member of Trinity Presbyterian 

Church for 42 years where he and his wife have been 

faithful, generous leaders in the life of our church.  

Their two daughters   were baptized and confirmed 

here and very active in our youth ministry. Jim has 

served two terms as an elder, one term as a deacon, 

and has served on numerous committees, including 

nominating committees.  During his service as an 

elder he served as commissioner to Presbytery many 

times. He has served as a mentor to many members 

of our confirmation classes through the years. He 

sang in the choir for over 30 years, often singing 

solos, and he participated in our Last Supper drama 

for several years.  Even in retirement Jim has 

continued to volunteer for church workdays, mow the 

lawn, and rake the leaves on a consistent basis. He 

has worked on over 12   Habitat for Humanity houses 

that our congregation has helped   build. 

He traveled to D 'Iberville, Mississippi on four mission trips to help rebuild homes damaged by 

Hurricane Katrina, and he served in Massanetta Springs Conference Center's summer mission 

program. 

 

Jim's congenial personality and warm, compassionate demeanor have enabled him to reach out to 

visitors and newcomers with sincere hospitality that endears him to many.  His loving heart has 

given him a deep empathy for people in need. One of his greatest gifts is his practice of visiting the 

sick in the hospital and at home. His gentle sense of humor and genuine humility always put people 

at ease and make them feel happy to be in his company. Whenever anyone is in need, he is the first 

one to volunteer to assist.  He has taken our recycled paper and aluminum products to the recycling 

center for years. He has been an active member of our seniors group for the past ten years, almost 

never missing one of our monthly field trips. He has also been on our annual yard sale committee for 

years, putting in countless hours sorting, pricing, selling, and delivering items to happy customers. 

 

He is an attentive, loving father and grandfather who have supported his two children and four 

grandchildren for years. He is beloved by our congregation across all age categories.  He is as 

comfortable around preschoolers, elementary, middle, and high school youth as he is his peers. He is 

as reliable and dependable as the day is long. I have had the privilege of being his pastor for over 35 

years and have the practice of calling him "St. James," a nickname which, because of his modesty, he 

does not like. But I know of no one I have served with for over 40 years in ministry who embodies 

the reality of servant leadership better than Jim Young. He has a heart of gold, a deep love for God, 

and a broad love for neighbor that only someone who has consistently and faithfully followed Jesus 

on the path of Christian service. Therefore, I enthusiastically, without reservation, recommend Jim 

Young for the New Hope Presbytery Older Adult Award this year. 

 

Jim and Sharon have two daughters, Angie and Beth and four grandchildren, Kayla, Mason, 

Cameron and Sidney. 


